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in this way. Eleven applications from
cities and towns for advice concerning
water supplies were received ; eleven tor
wivice concerning sewerage ; two soliciting
action to prevent the contamination of
particular water supplies ; and one from a
manufacturer for advice concerning the
disposal of drainage from certain works
which he purposed establishing.  The im-
portunt question of a water supply for the
cities of Boston, Chelsea, and Somerville,
and the town of Everett, was one of those
that came before the board. There are 123
spurces of public water supply in the
State; but over 200 samples are invest-
igated chemically and bologically every
month, the samples being from rivers,
ponds, and other sources that may be
utilized in the future. Experiments are
alsa in progress on methods of sewage dis-
posal, which will add considerably to our
knowledge of the results which may be
obtained in that direction.

With the aid of the State, the local au-
thor ties in their efforts to obtain and pre-
serve a wholesome water supply would
experience no difficulty that could not be
overcome by the expenditure of the neces-
sary funds. The twenty-mile limit will in
prozress of time be blotted out, and the
waters of the State be sharply divided into
those which may Dbe used as sources of
domestic supply and those which carry off
the waste water. The water-supply and
sewerage systems of the State—of the
country—should be as distinct as these of
every household, and the souner this is
accomplished the sooner wilt the rates of
sickness and death bLe Jecreased among
our people.

Your committee, therefore, urge a live-
lier interest in this important matter on
the part of State boards of health, an
interest which is not satisfied with discuss-
ing and subscribing to sanitary views on
the subject, but which will leave nathing
undone that will tend to invest them with
power to act for the preservation of the
public health.  With all our boards oper-
ating, each with its domain, there would
be no need of a committee of this Associa-
tion to investigate the subject of water
pollution. In concluding, we submit the
following resolution :

Resolved, That it is the well-considered
belief of this Association that it is an im-
perative necessity, especially in the more
populous States, that State Legislatures
should give their boards of health that
financial support which would enable them
to act intelligently on all questions pertain-
ing to the public water supplies, investing
them at the same time with the supervision
of the said supplies, and with power to
preserve these watcrs from contamination
by sew ge or other injurious matters.

Signed :—
Dr. CHARLES SMART,
Major, and Surg., U. 8. Army,
Washington, D.C.
Dr. 8. W. ABBOTT,
Wakefield, Mass
“ G, Co AsHNUY,
Cleveland, O.
« W, W, DaNIELLS,
Madison, Wis,
¢ EDWARD PLAYTER,
Ottawa, Can,

WHAT IS NEEDED FOR PROMOTING THE PUBLIC HEALTH.

T is universally conceded that a state-
{ ment of all hirths and deaths which
take place, as well as of marriages, in a
country is an essential of nationality.
Almost every eivilized country has provis-
ion for the collection of statistics of this
kind. Inanew and constantly developing
country like Canada, with many outlying
juttings of scattered settlements, it would
be next {o impossible to obtain them
sufficiently approximating accuracy to be
of wuch practical use.

Recently we have given this subject a
great deal of thought and have arrived at
the conclusion that, for the most usefu]
and practical purposes of public health
promotion throughout the Dominion, it
would be sufficient if accurate,comprehen-

sive mortuary statistics could be obtained,
monthly or weekly, from a large namber
of defined centres of population—say 100,
or better, 150 centres—along with a re-
liable report from each relating to any
prevailing epidemic or endemic infectious
disease, either of man or animals, and
a statement at least once a year of the
populalion of each centre. It would also
be desirable, but not particularly essen-
tial, to get for cumparison an accurate
statement, say quarterly or yearly, of the
number of births in these centres.

The reports relating to prevailing dis-
eases should embrace or relate to inter-
vening sections of country as well asto the
special centres. Any health officer of a
centre, as a city or town, would usually



