
:aid Hope. I>(nt dIo tliose tlîiigs, tlîcy
rcal.ly are nuL, riglît. I>uor Ruîth!

' 1oor nime! I:.tiIrflC(l hlhtr'old smuni.
hils u.lilderz.. ' Fve gOt a1 liard ite.
Sýcol(d to-day for seling gOods, andi
3ct.utrday fur nuL, takiuîg piaiiî to, dis1jobe
uf tlucr.' lIe luukzed up cornh.uhlly aL Ilope.

'You deservcd hotli yottr scoldiuîgz,' ,aid
the mistress. 4 It was shecer laziness of Soit,
lettrng od hlannali go away witliaut lur
yarn ycbterdaty. You knew there wvas a
lar-ge unsorted bundle in tlic aLLie, anîd
you could casily have fêeclicd it for lier,
or called Mari.'

ILspoils xny voice to have to shout to
Mnri,' wvas the answeï, 1'nd then 1 couldn't
bing to you ia the enigHope. Wli
should you say to tiat? '

1 Alivays ready %with an excuse,' smikd
irope.

j 1roxn whIich coliver,,ation iL vill lic scon
jthat the twvo yolmung sbnp-kcecpers at Aber-

inawr wyere on excellent terins with caeli
other, Hope talzing the uîpper band, and
regar(hnc Hfarold always as a boy ta t.e
eared for, petted, and sometirnes reprovcd.

There wvas a sort of idea kzept up 4till of
I{rarold moving on Qome day, -oin- ont into
die great world, and, in vie-w of tais, Hope
nide hinm some new shirts, and knittcd
stockings for hin at odd moments. <2hoos-
in- the colours lie fancicd most, she Iznittced
a1 good dcal of pleasmire into tiiose socks,
'ording Iiim to ualire an intcrest in their
progress, to decide on stitchcs aiud rilibings
-lie miglit just as Nvell have tbein exactly
as lie liked, she dcclared openly. And
Harold enjoyed the notice and attention;
lie was quite aecustomed to receive atten-
tion of aU sorts fromn any one and e! cry one.
Some people do corne in for Ithis sort
of thing quite apart from their own de-
servings.

Even poor Jonas*s worn face would relax
into a smile wvhcn the twvo 'a'ranglcd over a
shade of wvool by candie higlit, and Hlarold
aptly quotcd the old fable of the charnelcon.
ie lad could recite and sing very cleverly,

beguiling some of the sick man's weary
hours by luis voice. Hope would have donc
rnuch more tliî sew for hirn in rettura for
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this survice aloiii,, for lier heart wvas stili
wîiî with li î~ at times Nvhen ,:he
watched lie~r fatlîQr, suffering contintially,
poor mian, Loth in inind and biody.

H[arold wvas very good to Jonas ; lie hiad
c.are.,sing wnys with ail hielpless things,
childreîî and the biciz, and, as wve know, lie
likcd tu îplcase people at ail costs. Se lie
pickcd up scraps of newvs to interest Jonas,
not ahvays sticking to tlie exact trutli if the
story wantcd cînbellishing:ý lie hclpcd bim
to tlic best bits at meals-nattîrally, Htarold
himself talzing the iiext best, for Hope
didn't care for slicli things; and if the poor
man clîanccd to spcakz irritably to him in a
fit of Pain, %vlly H{arold Mever w1oticed it.
0O1, lio% Hfope blcscd 1dm in lier hecart for
lus forbearanco and gentleness! Ife hiad a
kzind hîeart, slue wvouId say to lierseif. And
on Sundlay cvcniîugs, when. the yotung fellow,
at .Tonas's rcquest, sang saune of the sick
man's favourite lîvinus, the ricli voice sound-
in- likze an angrels', Hope thonglit she miglit
bce pardoned for puttUng Iilm on a pedestal
and thinking Min very good, as well as
beautifil and fascinatiuig.

Sounetires, howcver, a littie word or look
of lus would jar on ber quita. suddenly, and
tien she feit as a clîild cloes whio gathers a
smilinct rose and is pricked by a hidden
tluorn, as Nvhen one iwht, after singing
'Abide wvith me' rnost siveetly to Jonas,
Hope foud tlîe boýy at bedtime outside the
bouse sauntering uip ani down in a chilly
mist.

'ýWhat are yon doing? Corne in; you
wvilI takze cMId,' shîc cried, la bier character
of sister-mother.

O h, let me bie a bit; I ivant a freshener
after ail tlîat, lymn-singing! ' was tue reply.

Hope feit a pang then. The hyran had
seerned to carry lier into a very holy of
holies, and to Hlarold it was just 'ail that
hiymn-singying!' And shelhad quite thought
lie biad feit tlue charm of the lovcly words.

Well, lie %vas but a boy-a young man.
Tliey do not feel likze wvoren. So she ex-
eused him to hierseif.

Jonas could not (Io %vitluout the lad uow.
The sick dcing to their surrouindiugsmr
firrly tlîan tue able-bodied, w'ho can seekz


