
LESSON V-February 2nci, 1896.
The Povier of Jesus. LixmE 5: 17-26.

(omtto wemllorv tee-ses 22-21é).
GOLDEN TEX.%T: «I The Son of mnan bath powver upon earth to forgive sins." Luke 5 : 24.
PROVE THAT-JSUS is all-powerful. Heb. 10:- 25.
SHORTER CATECIIISM. QURst 43. ffliat is the prefacc to the ten commandmnents ? A.

The preface to the ten commanuments is in these words, 'lI arn the Lord thy God,
whichhe brought tbee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondnge.» Quest.
44. WEhat does the pe-eface Io the te» comimandmcents tca<:h lesP A. The preface to 'le
ten commandmnents teacbeth us, That because God is the Lord, and our God, and Re-
deemer, therefore we are bound to keep all bis commandraents.

LESSON HyhiNs. Ciz'leeei's h5'mniia? Nos. 162, 37, 49, Io.
DAILY PORTIONS. il!oday. The Power of Jesus. Luke 5 :17-26. fluesdiay. The

Great Physician. Mark Y : 23.34. WVednesday. Power to forgive. Luke 7 : 36-50. Thurs.
day. Forgiveness through Christ. Acts 13:- 26-39. Frido.y. Forgiven for bis sake. i John
2: 1-12. Saturday. Pienteous redt iption. Psalmn 130. Babb'alh. Jlessing of Forgiveness.
Psalm 22. (The I. B6. B. A. Sélections).

HELPS IN STUDYING.
INTRODUCTORY. Rejected at Nazaretb, Jesus with his mother and brethren, removed to

Capernaum, which henceforthi becarne his place of residence (Matt. r): i). F-Tere bie soon after
formaily summoned Peter, Audrew, James and Jobn to be bis constant attendants. The
miracles of the wvonderful draugbt of fishes, tbe healing of the demoniac in the synagogue and
te curing of Peter's mother-in-awv were but instances out of a great number of such wvorks of

mercy at this Lime. He Lben set-out on bis first tour through Galilee, Great multitudes fol-
iowed bim (MaLt. 4: 25) and bis famne extended beyoad the borders of Palestine. On his re-
turn to Capernaum tbe incident recorded in our lesson Laok place. Parallel passages, Matt.
9: 2-8; Mark 2: 1-12.

LEssoN PLAN. 1. Seeking Jesus. vs. 17-19. 11. Sins Forgiven. VS. 20-23. 111-
Sickness Heaied. VS. 24.26.

1. Wbenever it -,vas kinown that jestis wvas bis sins were pardonied than even Lo have bis
in a bouse, iL wvas sure to be thronýged Nvith health restored, so he said to biru first of al
those who wisbed to bear bis teaching or to "«Son, be of good cheer, Lby sins have becn
receive heaiing for tbemselves or their iriends. f.orgiven thee." The pharisees and doctors
Sn that as soon as he had returned home to wvere dreadfuily sbocked to hear hîm saythat.
Capernaum 1 a great multitude assembied fil.- They thought it %vas blasphemy for a man Lo

*i the courtyard of the bouse where he was pretend to pardon sin. 3 And so it would have
and crowding around the doorway. Amongst bcen, but J esus wvas more than a man, hie -%as
te number were pharisees and learned doctors God as well, and they should flot have been

of te law some ofvvhomn liad corne ail the wvay s-> basty in calling him. a blasphemer hefore
fromn jerusalem to hear and see for themnselves they knew wvbether hie really had the power
this famnous Teacher and bis miracles. So he claimed, or flot.
dense was the crowd that four 2 men wbho ar- lU Jesus knew wvhat they wvere thinking
rived a littie late, carrying a palsied lriend on 4 and to prove to them that he couid say and
a bed, or tbick quilt, could not even geL in at do wbat none but God could, he told te
the door to lay hins before Jresus that be migbt paisied man to ris.- up, roll up te mat on
beal him. But they were in earnest and would whîch be wvas iying and walk home. IL was
not mmnd taking any trouble if Lbey could only easy Lo say '«Tiy sins are forgiven Lhee,»" and
get their beipless friend cured, so they wvent no one could tell wvhether they wvere or not,
up on tbe roof by a stairway at the end of the buL- %vlien the man who had not been able to
house, and broke througb the roof of tbe room move hand or foot for years, perbaps, at once
wbere Jesus stood and let bim, down Lhrougb did what Jesus Lold bisn, no one couldl doubt
the opening right at his feet. that hie bad power wvhicb oniy God posessed.

II. Som cf the people, no doubt, were If he could heal he could pardon. No won-
very angry %vith them, for imaking so mucb der aIl were astonished, and feit awed, but
i. ise and dust, and interrupting the discourse marny rejoiced, as well as te happy man, that

ofjTesus, but hie saw only their love for their there was one on earth -%ho could pardon sin.
friend and fi ftb in bis powver and wilIingnessi 5 We too rejoice because that samne Jesus is
to heal. HIe couid read their hearts and kneNv now exalted a Prince and a Saviour to give us
that the man was more anxious to knov that forgiveness Loo.

1 Mark 2: 1, R. V. margin. 2 Mark 2: 3. 3 Ps. 32: 5; 103: 3; 130: 4; Isa. I1: 18; 43: 25.
4 Ps. 139: i-Jo; John 2: 24, 2. 5 Dan. 7: 13; John 5: 27; Mark 9: S.

Lp-ssoNS. i. We sbouid persevere in our efforts Lo bring our friends Lo Jesus. 2. Jesus
receives ver> graciousiy thuse who come to him. 3. Avoid hasty and uncharitable judg.-
ments. 4~. jesus knows aIl our thoughts. 5. HIe has powver nowv Lo save to te uttermûost.
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