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our country, where there is no definite
org.aniemi? The Nvhoie question as Vo
more careful oversigh t cf our Sabbath Sehool
w'ork le Vo be brotight before the General
Assembly ini Halifax and it is Vo be hoped
Vlrnt some definite action will thue bo taken,
net only to prcvent the leakages whicli we
find ln the scheols alrendy existing, but aIse
te extend this agency which. is se essential
Vo the stability and progress cf our Ohurch.
Our Church was nover botter equipped for
service than ehe is Vo-day. U-er spirit bas
nover beon se aggressive. Lot us sec that
she, dees noV fail lu lier efforts te provide for
Vhe spiritual instruction cf the yonng. If
she fails in this it 's'il1 be the foreshadowing
cf failure at every other point.
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The Reports on Young Peoplo's Societies
whieh are coming in Vo me at the present
time from, Presbyteriee throughiont tho
Church, indicate a sorieus decline in nuniher
cf sQciS.ties, membership and practical wvork.
One Presbytery calîs it " 1galloping consuxnp-
tien."l

The majority cf the Presbyteries feol that
thore le a real loss in intereste that Christ
and thoOliurchi are inet holding the attention
cf our young people, or drawing out thoir
effort either iii work or study, as at oee
time we had hoped. In inany congregations
Christian Endoavor Socioties are disbanding
or dwindling Vo a vauishing point> and
nothing is taking theïr place.

Some cf the causes aileged Vo -have been
discovered for this apparent exhaustion of
the movement are :-Sessions and bilder
people de net. take the interost they
should in the youug people and their
work ; net sufficient practical, work Vo enlist
and keep the interest; lack of steadfastness,
not due Vo constitution and methods, but Vo
love for the possessions and pleasures cf this
pr-esent world in the. hearts of. the young

people ; desire to be entertained rather than
Vo, give thought and study Vo, the Word of
God and the %vork of Ch rist.

As Vo the rcmnedy, we must, get behlind
Young People's Societies, if ive would touch
the root of the inatter. The beginning of
better things must be vithi parents and
teachers, wvho, of ail others, have xnost Vo
do with shaping the chai-acter and tastes of
our young people. Interests awvakened,
Vastes formed, habits acquired in home arnd
sehool, Nvill abide, and their résuits be
xuanifest for good or evil in Young People's
Societies, Missionary Associations, Managing
Boards and Sessions.

Now, the flrst step toward improvement in
home and sohool, as e]sewhere, is to find out
'what .we Iack, wvhere Nve fail.

(1) 1 believe wve fail Vo impress upon the
young the supreme importan ce of the Vhings
of God and of eternity. When Vhe working-
mati father or the business-man fathber, or
any other father, pleads lack of timo, fox not
spending ton minutes morning and evening,
or even once a day, in reading the ScripVure
and prayer; when the mother Voils early
and laVe Vo feed and clothe the bodies of ber
children and make them presentabie in
good society, but has not, one hadf.4our a
day Vo teach them the law of God and the
love cf Christ; when the conversation in the
home seldom turne .upon the Xingdorn cf
Christ or the nlissionary work cf the
Church ; whien there is Lime for b usiness,
ime for pleasure, time for newspapers, ime

for novels, ime for eating and drinking,
Lime for visitirig and receiving visitors, but
ne ime for prayer and study of the Bible;
is it any wonder that children have ivrought
into their very being the feeling that things
seen and material are essential, auid that
religion is at quite secondary matter ?

It is useless Vo, quote such texte a.s IlSeek
ye first the kingdom cf God and his righteeus-
ness,"I if frein their tenderest years we sur-
round the children witli a home Ç nvironment,
ail but completely seculariied, and set.before
them a life in which, if Christ have a place,
it certainly is not the Vhrone. Children are
to keen ubseyvers, not Vo seewhere the,
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