
teok Uàirist coii1d have been mep~~w îiy
jýy the gevernorle auitlieiity.

iPerliaps toc lie hiad hieard cf Clrist's terrifie
clenuliciiiticiis cf the chie! priests, bis covn
etiemiies. This -%vill best explaini Piiate's un-
wiiiingness te <'ondemun lini at the first, as
ivehl as this dreani.

But the course bis -%vife advised *weuld re-

quirel.Pilate to take a firmt stand for riglit, and

20-23.-While Pilate planned, thue chie!
priests persuled the people te ask for
Barabbas. Whien the offer wvas mnade, they
cîid so. Surprîsed and trapped, Pilate asked :
"«What then shall 1 do wvith Jeans wvhich is
calied Christ."l Perbaps lie expected tbem. te
ask for hixuu tee, and lie 'would gladly have
given him.

But eue suces only encouraged the mobe te,
cry for more, aud they shouted :-" «Let bini be
eruicifierd." Pilate was lielpless. Rie tried
further reionstrance, but in vain.

24.26.-Soon lie tried anether plan, tlîat cf
concession. Luke and Johin tell us (Luke 23:
22 ; Johin 15 : 1-6) tlîat the scenrging referred
te in verse 26 was given as a sop to tlue people's
rnge, in the hope that -%vlien they reeeived this
tlîey weuld ask ne more.

It iras a terrible puuiahment, and %vas justly
calîed " the intermediate death. 1 The leather
thongs were loaded Nvith lead, or armed with
spikes and bones, aud fearfnlly laeerated the
victima back, chest and face, tilli he semnetimes
fr11 before thè judge a miass cf tomn flrsb.
(Ederslirim).

It ivas followed, in Christ's case, by d~ nieclc-
ery more brutal tbau the firat, in -whicb the
soldiers croivned. Ihm îvitl thorns, arrayed him
iii an old purple robe, and saluted hiii as king-.
Thry mocked luis dlaimis to kingship, îvhile tlue
Jewvs previously derided bis edaim te be the
Messiah. (Matt. 26 : 67-68).

Pilate then teck- in eut te the people. But
the sight of blocd ouly mnade them thirat for
niore. As the* goveruor remenstratedl they
threatened an appeil to CuSmr, and hie yielded,
aud sentenced. Christ to drath. 'But lie laid
the guilt on them by washing bis banda before
thein, aud declaring luis innocence. And the
Jews accepted the burclen of gnilt îvitlî the
awfnl cry :-" Hia .blood be ou us, aud on our
chiildren."1 But Pilate's profession cf mueo-

eire couldl net justify bis crime, and the
blood they demanded bas fallen on the Jews
iii eve.ry age.

"'Mark the reveuges of history.. ...
})efore the dread sacrifice wvas consummnated,
Judas died in the liorrors of a loathsoime suif-
cide. Caiaphas %vas deposedl the year follow-
ing. llerod died in infanmy and exile.
Stripped of hls procuratorslîip very shortly
afterwards. on the very charges lie tried by a
wicked concession to avoid, Pilate, 'wearied
out ivith misfortunes, died in infamy and
exile, leaving behind himi an execrated naine.
The house cf Aunas was destroyed a genera-.
tion later hy an infuriated mob, and bis son
wvas dragged tbroughi the streets, and scourged
and beaten to biis place of inurder. Solie of
those Nvhio shared in and wîtnessed the scenes
of that day-and'tlîousands of their chidren-
aise shared. iii and witnessed the long herrora'
cf that siege of Jerusalemi which stands un-
paralleled in history for its uzautterabIe fear-
fulness. .. . They hiad accepted the guiît
cf blood, and the lat pages cf their history
were glued togetiier with the rivers cf their
blood, and tliat bicoui ccntinuedl te be shed in
wanton cruel ties frcmn age te age."I (Farrar.)

PRACTICAL LESSONS.

1 .- The darkest blet on the page of history is
lhefteidish hatred toicard Christ elierished bky lhe
chief.prie.sts and lheir allies.

They are best represeuted in modern days by
tho,,e wvlo lead otiiers iute the paths cf sin.
Froni the bey wheo teaches bis yeuniger play-
mate %vords and deeds. cf wrong, up te the
saleen-keeper wlio enricee biniself by the ruin
cf thousands. they are ail clainerîng for the
condemnatien cf Christ in every Iife they influ-
ence. And they succeed tco often, net oniy
in disliencring Christ, but in destroying for
time and eteruity ail whom they Iead to rejeci;
hlm.

2.-The action of Mie j>eelpe, toc, wrought, np
by tlîeir rulera te the higliest pitch cf excite-
mient and tben cbeoaing Barabbas instead cf
Christ, gives us another selemun Nvarning.
And every eue cf nsstatids in the sanie position
as tbey in nîaking the great deoision cf our
lives. We toc mustchoose between Christ and
Barabbas. This is a choice that bears direotly
on our lives aud destinies, for it determines
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