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IT is easy for in- N 2  ~ .terviewers or
artists to successfullv sketch the mati
of markcd per-sonality,-since words,

phra-s.s and sirniies, colours and curves, may
be found whlerewvith to express bis individu-
ality as it betrays itsehf to tie outside world.
But to adequatehy picture tic mati of un-
marked persotiality-we spcak always as of
people wu meet-tiîe nian whîo in person,
mianner, or speech, possesses no marked
characteristics, the man wvlio, save foi the
accident of knowlIedge, we would not dis-
titiguishl from a tlîousand,-this kb difficu,
indeed. The artist lia.. bte advantage in the
possession of colour and hitie, but the sketclier
iii language,- wlîat lias lie for tools snve
stiff, infle\ible and hackneyed wvords %%liidî
cotîvcy ail too mnucli or too litie of oxîr
meazing?

Ail of whicli h~. but a prelude to a chat
about Gilbert Parker.

It wvas iîot -an interview formially so tcrnied
-not at ail. But INr. Parker, duriîîg li.%
brief stav in our city, proved the niosL ac-
cessible of tmen; atnd we lîad our twilig!ît hîour
down in one of tlîe cosy private parlours of
tihe cs 1-lt, vhien eariv April days
tmade a glowing grate and five-o'-clock tua
an iliviting incetlive to prolongea gossip
between sticb boolk-lover.% a% wve thirc-i-lie
farnous Catiadian athlor and luis two vornen
guests, the littie neviewver and lier friend.

I was difficuit to reahise that this slight,
wehi-proportioîîcd, f.-ultlesslyIý grooumed vouin,.v
tmanti t ble autlon of «'Pierre id 1-lis People"
anîd "T1he Cliief Factor"; still nmore tlîat
tito!se poetic littie sketches, Il Ill dth, Vaslîti
I-lilis," -are his creation, since tue etîtire
physique and pose indicate radier thie marin
of action atnd practicahities than of imiagina-
t ion.

Nay; there are the fine-ci', regul. Fe-t-
turcs and eves set beneadith lat kcenly
cepiive b:-ow,--Itàziîîiots cycs of changzeful
blue ;aîd grey tint5ý, -thiese sune!y are- the
eyes of thte idcalist, tic dreamner.

If Mni. Parker is not exceptiotial in al-
pearatîce, neitluen is lie iii speech, %viliclî is
unaffected, straightforwand, and simple to a
degrec. WXe have necithier mannerisnis iîor
p-)sitig% to pierce beftire rcaclîing the reail
mnan. Rathler, %ve find a directness and iti-
len!zity cpckn draniaîic power.

MNi. Parker is at prescrnt engaged ini drania-
lising titat dei;glitful Jatce'çt b~ook of his,

XVhlcn Valiinond Camîe to IPontia-c." It wvili
occupy liitn ab~out thîrce iinontlis, hie thinks.
-Quite %part from the interest it wilh acquire,
in vicw of tic presenit Napolconic iîenary
revival, wc venuture to prediet its succcss
because of iltc dramic force one gue:ssc- at
afier a quiet study of te clark, i- 'tent face
%vith its rcgular fcatuîres and huminous cycs,.

The îaik turned naiurahly lipon o!
book- making, anîd rcview~ing"

1 rarcly rcriy 4% unravorablte criticism,-
said 'Mr. Pýarkcr; " lbut in thîis instanc,"-

referring to one under discussion,-" I %vas
compelled to do so in sehf-defence. Thiere
is nothîing lin ris like the malice of ignorance;
and Uie wvriter lîad so entireiy misconceived
nîy intention ini 'Wlien Vzîlnond Canie to
Pontiac 'Thiere is such a (ifferelice, also,
iti the tone of a review. One may say any-
thing, if lie but sayç il in a courtcoul; way."

IlWe have a good de-il to contetîd .%ith in
Canada, iii the pr-essure of piiblisliers," said
the Iittle book-reviewver. "1Because a book
ts u rittcn by a Canadi&n, its publisliers de-
mand a favourable rýview, lietlîer the book
be%%ortliit or not. If inlus--ticetotlie public
anid ourselves we refuse to give it*, tlîey be-
corne disagreeable, even tlhrateitîig."'

GILiIRRT i'.'RICER.

'<And tiiere is also the pathos of atiioirs"
added lier friend. 1 'XVe arc C;uîadiaîîs,'
tlîey cry. 'Vouw~ill surely encouirage Cati-
adia n fiterature, and my book mnuts %o much
to me.' '

I doit, not kiiow hiow you maniage as youl
do," said Mn. Parker. "«The straiglît and
iîanirow 'v ay of critical revicw niust lbe liard
10 keen iii a counîtry v-hiose native itenature
is yet in a buddiîîg stage. But the thîitg
wve have 10 reieniber, both as authors and
cnitics, is diat iii iterature wve arc of no
country. I anm proud of bcitig Canadian ;
1 state it everywvIerc ; but I do flot write for
Canada, ilor for England, ilor America, but
for the wvorld."

"'Aîd the wvorld's lîeart beats as one," -said
the liffle revicwer.

41Ycs ; tiiere is ofliy one literary ..taiîdard
iii tic Erglisli-.çpc.ikinq world, anîd tuat is
tlite stanîdard ai lite centre, " ;idded the atithior.

Ill his Ilud%on Bas' stories- Mr. Parker
wvrites cssenti.-tlv.-as i ronincisi; lie ideal-
îsc-; the lcsashitruc arti-sts do. Tiis is
çofien mlistuîîdcrstootd by lus ICa.-nadia-n rcadens,

lio are dispo.sedl l judgc froni the reiitic
adroint.
i1s iN cquahhy truc tif bis Itidian types.

'«Ahilough theri is oftcn a î.,trong foundintion

of fact, " hie said. ''I1 kilow one instance of a
youtigian nîarrying an I ndiaîî girl, and
sending lier down to bis parents iii Detroit
to be educated. 1le di(' flot !s'ýe lier for two
3'ezrs, and at the end of that tine %,he liad
developed int a charming and culturcd
wotiian. There is a wvonîan of Itidian blood
at prescrnt moving il, g-ood London society,--
the daugliter of a chief. Shie bias a beautiftil
yoîîng daughter. 1 met them quite recentiy. "

"Are your series of cbarrning littie sketches
-''lli the Vasliti 1-lis "-allegorical, MNr.
Parker ? " itîquired one of bis gutests.

The author paused iii bis self-appointed
task of pouring tea. IlDid you find them
too rnvstc «? " lie inquired, smiling.

I know there is always an under-mean-
ing, but ciainot define it. The interpretation
is elusive.''

-Vou arc riglît. Certainly, 1 intcndcd
encli to contain a grent central truth ; but il.
is too indefinable. 1 shall rc-write tlîem
sonie day."

"l 1 neyer carned a dollar in Canadian
journalism," suid tbe author, as our chat
came back to personal experience. IlExcept
-1 believe 1 cr.ctý was given a five years'
subscription to The Il éek, in returfi for sorie
contribution. My only journalistic experi-
ence wvas won in Australia on the S)dney
A1orniz.g- Iczd.Prevxous to tizat 1i was
lecturing in that country, and hiad a travel
through Australian wvilds. ht was full of
interest; but, as you know, there is more of
drudgery tbanl romance in such expeditions.
That wvas in iSS6."

INo," in answer to a question, I do
not purpose writikng any more Hutdsoni Bay
stories-not at present. As ideas take bold
of one, so lie must write.'

Mr. Parker spoke as thov-Ih an idea had
already taken possession and wvas waiting to
he clothed upon.*

lIrving sawv its possibilities," lie said
"and sevcral Newv York attempts have beeia

stopped, since 1 hold t.he copyright."
"ThMen, you are going to write just ordi-

narv books after this ?" questioned one of
thieguests,-too interested to notice the im-
plication.

Whercat the clever young autbor gave a
liearty lauigh. "That's good," lie said.
And just then tic author's %,wifc,-a stylish
and aitractive New York girl, and a bride of
three nmontlhs,-caime in from lier shopping
trip. Thlere was a ittie gossip tif Bernhardt,
vi I:.-na-di.-t iiîîprce.sions, of the forthcornîg
dinnier ; and then au revoir until everig.

Possibly 'Mr. Parker's power was best ne-
vcaicd in bis address at the National Club
dinncr tendered in his lionour; lyhici, by
the courtesy of the club secnetary, '\r.XViais,
wc Were pernlitted tcu hear.

ht was a zpecl, rnodcstly yet earncstly
dleivered-s-plcrJdidly îhoughitful ; crcamvy in
suggestion; er-,raimmit;c in terse, expres-
sive phrase; quotable at a score of p:oints.
It was a speech that îlot Linly evcry colonial
littcnateur, but evcry citizen, shouid hecar,
and rise in cligî'it-y in tiche ering; for the
Plea of it wvas, " Let uis bc truc," and the
encoutragemient of it lay in the acknowlcdgcd
*"strc-p-gth of th- otposts-

For tliose whlo lîcard came away feeling
that the terni Ilcolonial" - as, ont that im-
plied not rrocbut strength, dignity,
and the v"rility ot the primitive-a% glorious
litcrarv endowmclnt.

The toast, "l To the Native Borii," that
intri,&ttuced 'Mr. Gilbert Parker, was ntver
more fittingly tcncd thian for luis strong
Volung atîthon, whîo so wvelI up hd is
Ctlu.itry at tic wodld's 1.,nglish hecant.
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