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should maintain unimpaired the fundamental
principlo of their organization. In no other
way can they possibly retain confidence or be a
bond of union among those who, with.a coin-
mon allegiance to Chricb and Him crucified,
have egnscientious differences respecting the best
means“by which His faith. is to be extended
and upheld. In resgect to our English ver-
sion espéciallyy this i8 transeendently important.
There is nothing over which some errorists more
mourn' than “the uncommon beauty and mar-
vellows English of the Bible,"’ which make it
“ono of the greatest strongholds” of what they
term' “heresy “It lives” says an English
porvert, “in the car like music that can never
Lo forgotton, like tho sound of the church boll,
which the convert hardly knows how he can
forego. Its felicities secm to be almost things
rather than words, It is part of the national
mijudy and the anchor of national seriousness,
The méemory of the dead passes into it, the
potent traditions of childhood are stercotyped
in its verses.” Nations that possess such a
vorsion of the Scriptures have a bulwark of
blessings, both temporal and spiritual, which
thoy should guard most jealously. Against
such advantages of style and such all-power-
ful association, a fow mistranslations (most
of which are confessedly unimportant) and a
few questionable punctuations, are to bo reck-
oned as nothing. We are not of these who
would deprecate in advance, and denounce "alf
revision of the English Bible. Tho time may
come, when, without Jamage to its matehless
dignity and beauty, and to the venerable asso-
ciations that cluster around it, a fow amendments
may be made, by, the universal consent of those
who name the name of Christ, and on authority
which few would question. Till then, let text,
punctuation, capitals and headings stand as they
have stood for more than two hundred yeas;
and, wherover one speaking our tongue may go
over the globe, let him have tho cousoling assu-
rance that when he finds what is called King
James’ Bible, he finds onc and the same book.
If there is any body which should consider
its self specially pledged to this course, it is the
socioty that has received funds expressly in or-
der to circulate that one book,-and that, in donig
so, acts-as tho agent aml representative of Pro-
testants of every namo. To such a boaid belongs,
in no sense, the oflice of annotator or commen-
titor of the Scriptures, but simply that of df:
iributor ;- and, in respect to the English versioh,
distiibutor ouly of that which was in “ common
use ” in 1810. Errors of the press they may of
course correct, but only by some standard book;
and, of standards, where is there one Dbetter or
more authoritative than that of 1111% uni-
versally recognized: in England, and according
to which the Oxford and Cambridge presses
now print all their editions,. To go behind
such a standard, and to allow collators to choose
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at random,—hero from oue odition, there from
ano}lner;——-nnd now and then to introduce that
which hiag never boex found “in any edition
hitherto" is simply to ¢harge them with the
aitthority of interpreters,:which no more belongs
to the American Bible Society than it does to
tlie American Philosophical Soeiety.

. Pnitie;

‘“How old art Thouy”

Count ribt the days that which have idly flown
The years that are vainly spent, !
Nar-speak of the hours thou must blush to own
When &lly #pirit stands before the Throne

o actourit for the talenits given.

But remembar the hours redeemed from sin,
The moments cmployed fur Heaven';
Oh few and evil thy days hare heen—
Thy life,a toilsoj}xc bat wortbless sceno,
= For a’voller purpose given,

"till the shade go Uack ox thy dial plate ?

Will thy sun stand still'od his way ?

Both basten on, and thy spirit's fute

Rests on the point of Life's litile date.
Then Jive wlhile *tis called To-day.

Life's Wagting: hours, like the Sybil's Dage,

As they lessen in value, rise;

Ol ropse thee and live! nor deem that man's agoe

Stands in the strength of his pilgrimnge, )
Bat in days that are truly wise.
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BXTRACTS FROM WESLRY.

T had appointed to ‘picnch at seven in the
evening, at Bradford; but when I came, I found
Mr. Hart was to preach at six;'so I delayed till
the. Church ‘service was ended, that thera might
not appear {on my part at least) oven the sla.
dow of opposition between: us.

1761.—% Wo had a long stdbre’ from lience to
Swadale, where I found an eargest, loving, sim-
ple, people whorii I iikewise exhorted not to feave
the Cliureh, though they had not thebest of Mi-
nisters.” :

1763.—1I then related’ what T had donoe since
I came to Norwith' fiist;and what I would dJdo
for the time to come, particularly that I would
emane diately put a stop to preaching in the time
of ‘Church service.” Vol 111, p. 152,

1766.—T sce clearer and clearer none will
kegp to ud, unless they keep to the Chureh,
Wlioever separates from the Church separates
frotn the Methodists ”  Vol. II, p. 260.

1767.~1 rode to Yarmouth, and found the
Socicty, after the example of Mr. W——p, Ljad
entirely left the Church, I judged it needful
to-speal largely upon that head. They stood
reproved and resolved, one aud all, to go to it
again® Vol III, p. 272.

1768 —* I advise all, over whom I have any
influence, steadily to keep to the Chureh
Vol, 111, 337.
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