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FORESIRY.

Bir,~Pethaps yu will allow mo the use of

your widely circulated journal on a topio not
unintorestivg to many who view with concorn
tho too complote cisforosting of older settled
Ontario,

At prescnt, according to much correspondence
X recoivo on tho subjoct, very many of our farms
bave no forest loft ; whilo s great numbsr have
Lut fow acres. In many noighborhoods tho
avorago is not more than ten scres of bush to
tho hundred, and whilo of courso othor scctions
bave tnuch nore, tho axo is ovor at work, and
tho amall avorago first mantioned will probably
soon bo that of a very large portion of qur
country indeed. Ono farmor is apt to think
bis bush will lest his time,another thinka he will
cloar his and buy wood of his noighbour, & thixd
that he will chop dowan his and usocoal.  Vory
xmany admit that it’s o 1ty the woods are going
so fast, but think that unless somegeneral offort
<vore being mado to preserve thom their owa in-
dividual assistance can effect little, so that they
thomeelves might as woll chop down nearly
thoir last ten acres which is in wood and might
grow wheat.

Aletter writer in your columns lately was
kind enough to desire an articlo on political
economy {rom my ‘‘ready and frncile pen,” -
stead of o Jong dissertation on treos, which ho
thought of lessor consequence, T musat decline
his request and disagreo with his eshmata, I
got half a dozen such long dissertatiore by post
-avery morning, and always wish thew longer
aud more of them. = Let me hero take this op.
portunity of thanking my correspondonts for
the interest add trouble they take.

Thero are notes of warning in theso lotters it
might be well to re echo. Some farmers who,
out of wood, are using caal, find the annual bill
gréater and tho comlort less than thoy anticipa-
ted. Some complain that over clearing now ox-
poses them to wintry tempests, sovereto cattle
and consumptive of fodder, blowing the snowy
covering of ths winter whoat from the ceatre to
the sides of the field, freezing out soms portions
of the crop and drowning others, rendering all
human lifo less comfortable, and that of the
drift-impeded travellor peculiarly so. Many,
00, atate that in consequence of tho same oper.
2tion tho living spriugson the {arms—onco their
greatest comfort and satisfaction—are f_ast dry.
ing up.

The Ontatio Treo-planting Act of Iast sossion
ir being adopted in many sections, and the re-
mltant lines of trecs will do much to provide
wind-Yreaks, but they will not provido timber.
The roadside wind-break grows well, indesd—
densely bLranching of head, and excellent of
shade—but the forost 1s tho genial birth place of
thoe forest traes, which, drawn upward by he
forcing process of its own attempts to reach the
light above tho high, overshadowing foliage,
rissa rapidly, tall, straight, and almast branch-
less, till you willofton seo healthy and beautiful
youag trees sixty or soventy feot in height,
while but five or six inches through at the
ground. These tall columns, then,>in a few
sears enlargo into your barn timber, your cord.
wood, your rails-cuts, your aunything that the
forest willgivoyou.  But tho treo of the road-.
side would nover have done this

Thero aro yot amall patchos of timber dotted
aver tho whole of Ontario, and every one of
theys, or & portion of them would form an ex-
collent nursery for forest ro-production. It is
but a anall matter, it is but, if it could be done,
to induco farmers to fence in and utterly exclude

cattlo from o portion of thecir woodlands, and a
young growth will presontly cover tho eoil.
Though overy leaflot Lo now bittan to the
ground, in four years you will have o miniature
foregt, perhaps.a couple of yards in height—
litt!o basswoods with trunks of-rod and olive,
sp~all beoches, whito and blue. birck ashes, now
benutifal stoms of yellow grey, white oaks, now
reds of mottied wha'ebono, ¢hin, bickory, maple,
and wany avnther one, all crowding together,
emulously rising to the Jight above. Theso also
rreseno the older forest, for at tho cdgo theso
trees will bo like those of tho roadside, grown
io the sun, immovable by the wind, and acting
as wind.breaks to tho inner trees.
For tho continuance of the forest in & ro-pro)
ductive state, tho presonco of this undergrowth

in, oversproads the ocarth, injures the Javger
troos and prevents tha growtl of any smallsr
onos, The drying winds sweep through the
bush, tho roots am loosonod, tho soll appears to
shrink from thom, and many treek fall. Thoro
is no moro vivid contrast than that of & pioce of
forest loft unfonced, and snother botter protoct.
ed. I had opportunities lately of soelng many
such as thoy stood ~ido by eide. On ono sido of
tho feace all was i1, the bright atrongth of forvid
lifo, evorywhere tho amall buds of infant sap.
lings just rising from the oarth, abovo thom the
intorsporsing underwood, high above them
many s msguificont treo, old and ready for the
axe, and many a yoanger cuo closely at hand
toreplaco them. But all had an alr of health
and of brightening vardure. On tho other sido
of tho fence the leaf-stewn soil was bare of
vogotation, every oarth.-springing ieaflot had
besn dostroyed, tha wind whistlod shrilly over
tho denuded ground and among the moss-cover-
od trunks of the old trees ; for thero syas noth-
ing but old treos ; no young ones had grown to
replaco them, and thoy, themselves, tho earth
below them deprived of their natural coverieg,
seomod siokly and many of them tottering to
their fall,

If ovary farmer could be induced ts pressrvo
rigidly in forest but ton sores of his huadred,
besides what bush {itnesd not e much) he
wishes for his cattle, the good resulting to him.
self and to the country would be incalculablo ;
for a few acros of douse forest thickly under.
grown holds and distributesmuch moisture, and
is of more climatic benofit, especially to the
surrounding farms, than a far greatar surface of
woodland dried up and impoverished by tio
destruction of its undargrowth. For his own
benetit, too, and that of his successors, espeo-
ially in the too probably coming scarcity of
timber, it should be remembored t' «* this pateh.
will yiold a valuable amount yearly ... timber of
mauy descriptions which may Le takeu fom it,
tros by tree, as needed, and yet the remaining
bush be all the better,

SLet, in the face of this kmowledge, wo find
many farmers, instead of pressrving, destroying
their last patch. In this state of affairs it is
probable that legislative aid could do much, It
is indeod the farmer’s own interest to preservea
partion of the forest, but he is apt to think that
the principal benefits to bo obtained can only
be secured by the co-operation of many individ.
yals—a co-operation which legislation, even if
only permiesive, would givo him,

Lot us think of the manner in which ‘this
might be sacured, A suggestion has been made
that a Govesnment enactment might permit any
farmer to say to the aszessor, ‘1 intend to fence
and kesp cattle from this-pioce bf bush, five,
ten, filteen acres or so, a3 he might chooss.”
Let it be then thoduty of the aasessor to look
at this portion every year. As long aa it iy
proparly fenced and cattle excluded let that
portion be froe of taxes; but if the farmer
chooso to ceass proserving it, or to chopit down,
Jot it be understood that he is to pay $he back
taxes which ware remittod to him., .Asyears
paszed on cach owner of such a portion wunld
find himeelf bound under penalty of a consider-
able sum, ¢o proserve the portion properly, and
yat ho conld by no means gramble, for he would
actually have received the monoy. He would
in fact -bave aocepled & certain amount on
condition that he shoul” do himself good with
it.

This would, of course, alightly reduce tho
amount of assessable property in each tawnship,
but nobody would, at this day, object ; in fact
everyone who understands tho matter would bo
well pleased if tho Government had rescrred
somo timber land in this townsbip for this vory
purpose, which reserved land would not have
beon assessable.  Then, in the newer and botter
forosted sections, tho assessment on wild land is
light ; whilo in the older countics, nearly at the
ond of their timber (for how they could roplace
their barns, many poodle writo to me they do
not know), the benefits resulting would almost
immediately be very groat. We should shortly
havo on overy farm, » rescrvation closely ro-
sombling tho original forest, retontive of mois-
ture, prolific of timbor, and of great climatio
benefit to the country at large.

Those resorvations svould answeranother pur

is absolutely necoscary.  Without it, grass gets

poss, which would pleass many who renombar
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forsner Ontarlo, who lkolifo in & Iandecape, and
do not care to 4 the conntry beconiing deati-
tuto of overy untamod thing, game, and wauy
birds benoficial to the facmer would livo thore,
s thing which, in tho algenco of undergrowth,
but fow of thom can do.

I would bo much obliged i{ auy porsons
throughout the country would writo me thelr
views concerning tho augpestion, or any changea
$hey think might profitably be mauo in it, and I
would bs much gratifiod to aco the subject dis-
cuszed at the various county councils, as X in-
tond shortly to teke the liberty of asking tha
various county sathorities their opinion in the
matter, R. W. PHIPPS,

233 Richmond street Weast, Toronto, Juu. 3.

BOW A BOAT WAB BUILT

Last summer Captain James Smith, for some
years in command of tho w askatchowan steamer
Lily, was sont to Fort Ghippewyan to superin-
tond the construction of a steamér sultable for
tho navigation of the inlsnd wators, and the
roault of his Iabors is the boat now under
notico. Her dimonsions aro as follows : Length,
130 feat ¢ hreadth 24 feet ; draft when wooded
up for a trip, 16 juches, . Sha is propelled by a
vair of fiest.class engines of sixty.five horse-
.power, of tho same pattorn as those of tho
Marquis which runs on tho Saskatchewan,
snd which aro said £0 bo the finest on any of tho
northern steamners. Thess and the boilora
wore taken overland from Edmonton to the
Athabasca thence to their destination by
wator.

Somo idea of the difficultics overcome by
Captain Smith may bs inferred from the fact
that every board and overy piece of timber used
in tho construction of tho eraft was taken out
by hand, and that tho only ekilled labor at his
commaud was that of one of the Hudeon Bay
Company’s boat builders, the bulk of tho work
being dono under the Captain’s direction by
Hudson Bay Company's omployees and Chip-
ewyay Indiavs. From the taking out of the
timber in the forest to the cutting of boards for
finishing tha cabin, all had to be dono by man-
ual labor. It must not, bowever, be inferred
from this that tho boat is built of small stuff, or
that anything of her construction has been
slighted. Thres-fifths of the boards used were
filty-fivo feot in length and of proportionate
breadth, and laying the ways on which tn lsunch
har, timbers 60 feat long and a foat squars were
freely used. Thecaptain took a stick §0 feet in
length, and & foot square out of one troe, and
could have made it ono hundred and thirty fest
long had he desired it. Tho possibilities of &
country producing such timber &3 this are really
jllimitable, and to tho railway first bunging it
within reach of the prairie markst there is as-
surance of an unbounded traffic.

All the Tumber used was cut with a pitzsaw
and the men who undertook that part of the
work became so axpert that the boards made by
them would comparo favorably with mill.cut
lumber. Boards of twonty-four inchus in width
wore cat. At the outset of tho work, when
Crpt. Smith spoke of what was to be done, he
was told it wes impossible ; but when they saw
that he always accomplished what he under
took, they received his ordors ‘quietly, and t »
lisving that nothing was imnossible with him,
watted and watched to seo how ke would aver-
coms tho difficulties whici to thom appeared to
ba insurmountable.

Dut great as tho difficulties were, midsammer
found the host ready to take its placo on the
waters that waro soon to boar it to rogions sol-
dom visited by white men other than those in.
terosted in trade, or the zealous missionary
whoso footstops carried the mesasgo of Jovo to
tho inbabitants farahead of the crowd of what
wo are pleasod to call civilization, and one
bright summer day it wae successfully lIaunched,

stand tho results sure to follow the enterprise,

something beyond thoir comprebeusion—as tho

Commisrioner ot the Hudson Bay Company.

amid the rejoicings of thosn who could under.’
and tho wondor of thoss who looked ab it as

work of some ono moro than human, As the
boat gracefully glided into tho water tho usual
caremony of christening it was performed by
Mrs. Muocfarlano, wifo of tho Hudson Bay
Company's officer in charge of that district, who
pamed it * Grahame,” jn honor of the Chiof

Encouraged by their success withthe Grabame,
the company contemplate putting o doop draft
steamor on tho Mackenzio River, the building of
whlz\b;vm probably be cffored to Capt. Swnith,
-—@
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BXTENDING TIMBER GROWTH If IRE.
LAND

Considoring tho largo amount of attontion
periodically directod toa solution of tno problem
a8 to what aliall bo dons to restore tho condi.
tion of Ireland to tho stale of prosperity that
oxisted within its confincs in centuries past,
and ovou in Jater times, it may fairly bo matter
of surprise that tho pocuniary, social, and per:
manent sdvantages acerning {rom an oxtendoed
growth of forest timber-haso not taken rank
amongst the jnnumeorable anu varled remedies
suggeated. Timo was when Irith timber was of
such admitted oxcellonce that it was at a prom-
fum throughout.the continontal and Europsan
markot gonerally, and was much pnized for the
purpose of naval construction, Proporly con.
sidered, tho growth of timber—on the uncultiv
ated wastes of this countey—is of tho highest
importance. In a fow years foreats would furn-
ish tho material for re-housing tho tenant farm.
ors and labonrers, and for tho construction of
all kinds of buildiogs required in agricultural
pursuits. Tho fuel supply, too, woeuld be ex-
tended, and tho privations now oxperienced
when the turf harvest isscanty be ao louger
posaible. The improvemont of soil and herbsgo
by tho fall of Jeaves, aud the retention of fine
clay now swept away, would give an. abune
dantand rich pasturago in the vicinity of foreats,
Plantiug is essontially the poor mau’s question,
und whon the tenant farmers realizo this they
will recognise the utility of “planting loans” to
enable thom to enclose and shelter a bill slope
by judiciously placed belts of trees for the pro.
tection of their atock.

Along tho rango of the Galtees, and amidst
the wooded elopes, extensive saw-mills aro in
constant operation. The great feature of timber
growth bere lics in its commercial importance
23 an article of export. Tho principal sources of
our foreign timber supply are becoming rapidly
exhausted, and the timo must come when tho-
Baltio and Canadian-forests will no longer be
available. It is computed that at least 12,000,
000 acres of forests hase beon consumed within
ten years in the Unitod States alone. Their
100.000 miles of railways use up forest at.the
rate of 5,000 miles per aonum in gleopers and
fuel. In tho face of this, it 18 no matter of sur-
prise that the Dominion abould 'be anxious to
treat with Her Mbjesty’s Governmont for the
importation of able-bodicd Irishmen to re-affor-
eat hor westes and mountains. But with a moro
genial climate, capable of producing oak, pine,
and birch, that can vie, as in the past, with ths
best forcata in Europe, there is ample work for
all Irish hands at homo, Mr. Howitz (the for-
ast Coneervator of Copenhagen), who madea
survey of Ireland, and who is now engaged in
the consideration of the problem of 3ho control
of floods by forosts, obserced : **Wo have found

‘the key to open a paradiso of wealth and pros-

perity for Iecland."The member for Dublin is
negotisting with the Treasury to get the plant.
ing loans adjustoed to the deferred nature of tha
problem, as a financial operation, while the se.
curity of the state for repayment in full of prin-
cipal and interest is amply preserved.—Timier
Tyades Journal.

BaxDs of music are forbiden to play on most
of the largs iron bridges of the world, This {2
duo to the well-known phenomenon that a con-
stant succession of sound waves, especially such
a8 como fromthe playing of o good band, will
oxcite the wiro vibrations;-at first, these vibra-
tions aru very slight, but thoy increass 28 the
sound waves continne to come. .

FoR A BRARD COLD, with pain in the bead,bones
or tbrough tne chest, tako Lown's ISlixir at
©09C2 w1 3 1heraldosas, cover up well in bed,
QL JOUT Wr, tugr il =-v Wit 5000 be well.

Iryonore troubled with a ¢ haokliog congh,

Down's Elixir will givo you rolief at onco.
Warranted asrecormmended, or money refund-
od. Prico 250, 80c, and $1.00 por botile.

TIGIILY AGRBEADLE~Ono vary valuable fea.
turo of Dr, Low’s Plcasaut Worm Syrup iy, that
1118 highly agreeablo o tako, and ali varlotios
of Wormg, taps worm-inciuded, oan b gafoly

oxiolled by {t, withous reooarso to harsh:s’ud
sickening drogs, i

T
i

[ TWTIR

POCT

03 ma - ook

i et

- X
g ENL G S
% e

W Y,

. ey, |\ $ NS

- .-,.‘.6.—::-»-,'..,-" .

%

R A




