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XELIGIOUS EDUCATION OF THE -
YOUNG AT GUELPIL.

9% the Editor of the Record.
Dran Sia,—Permit me 10 request & small por-

THE ECCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY RECORD.

bianch of the Chist.an chitrch, acknowledging 8-
feugthemed gradativn of offices fiam Pamaie o
Curate, ate besug pu-hed to snesuavagantexient,
by an asetod of its own gaise and selc apustolical
descent, and a deial of tie valdity of ordinances
diwcr'cd by any wihiout its pale; aad when the

“tion of the columus of your enswng bes, 10
setice 8 movemcat in this quaster, of a chasacter
favourable 10 the religiows education of the youns
Upon my seitiement 18 Guelph, 1 found this vay
$mportant cawe much ved, among the pio-
feming adbereats of our Presbytenan Conguega--
tione. For some years thete had been no Sauuach
School i the town, attended by the childien of
Presbyterian inhabitaats; they were found

of the Episcopalians, the Iudependants, or
the Wesleyans ; and many did not attend any
ochool. During the summer of 1647, the Rev.

Mr. Forrauce, of the United Preshysenan Chusch,

a school in connection with his cong.coa-
tion ; and on the first _Sabbath of May las, |
opened a similar establishment au conacction with

Knox's Church. We aie, however, subjectio tus
{nconvenience—ihat the great bulk of the mwm- .

bers of buth congregations reside at2uch & dis.a.ce
that theic chukiren cannot give attendanee 0’ tie

achoole formed in-their respective Churches, b
frequemt those - which are found occasivaal’y iu
theci: own neighbuuthoods T

Thi« led mc frequently, and with much prayes- *
Sl suzirty, to coasider whether auy plas couid be
devised and carried o effect 10 give an imjui.e

10 tie cawse of “religious education amoLg s
propie.  The plan which-appeared _upon nataze
d:Liberation the best 10 adept, wasto endeaviws to
awemble as many of the children of the congrega-
tion as pomsidle, from the town and necighbouthood,
that they mught ~ee each other, and be stimuasd
by addresses, or otherwise, 0 -attend more deaid--
edly to their religions and moral_impiovet.caz. )
TFor several reasons 1 fixed on the first doy of the

t year

"

fur the meeting ; and oa-m utivuug .
1ne slyeet to the Rev. Mr. Tomance and €C.J
M-, Ewq., of the Tndependaat Chuich, Ifound-

-they cordiaily approved of the plan, and agoeed to
coacur in catrying it into effect. These asemi'ed
la the charch, accordingly, on the day stn.ed,
sore than one hundred children, with 2-nunwr |
of their pareats aud relatives—a very cheesing ad
animating *peetacie.  Aficr devational exerei-+.,
aad a short addres from myacif,on the ol ecie of
taz meoting, the children were cxamiaed on the
sevemh chapter of the Acts, regarding their know-

v of Senptural history and doctrine, aud ou |
3-r.uoa of the Shorter Catechem with proufs |
everal of them afierwards recited with g eat
secnioa - some hymas and pacaphnases. Tae
cvildren and anditors were then addreswed in an
coproptinte and impressive manner, by the Res.
Jlewgs. Torrance and C. J. Mekie,Foq.  Atthe
aive tiey partack of a refection of cakes and
ite, provided for them by the ladies of Knox's

Chuseh congregation ; and -were dismiseed evi- §
dently pleased with the exercises in which they .

-hiad reen eugaged, and with one anather. i

ay we not hupe that God will follow-with a
dieming this begun attempt to revive and strength- |
a t and good a rause, and that, should we

12 spared 10 labour another year, we shall be jn-
vlieged on aacther anniversary, 10 witnese the
friits of aur laboure, in an awakened zeal, and 2an'!

incceared attenlance of the young, on the in- |
stzaciivns of heavenly wisdom. )

o " 1 remain yours, &c..
- J. G. Macantson.
. Guelph, 17th January, 1849.
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ADDRESS .
9% the Members of the Prestyterian Church of
Canada, on the subject of the Ofice-bearsrs of
the Churck, by extherity of Syned,
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Dear Brernazr,—In these days, not only of '
tnquiry and sifting of principles, but of agitation !
#:d insibardinatios, of looseness of opinion,

s nel wisdom ; at s time whea the clsims of one

, fosta, demenber, wad cipicit, a8 when ke seif

! {ae tesms Jider 22
.

_went what

-feam upen pretence-

privcipies of snuiber braach which thiows it
suvernment into the hands of the nwembers at
tarze, aad veas Laicpenddent aud srrepousible
power in anduvidial congiegatiens without appeal
to 3 lugher autnosy. and winch thus yutually
aanus the dismetiva Letween the ulers and the
ruled, begin 1o e very extensively diffused 3 and
at a juncture when.afivmpie are boanz made to

* bowng o diztep ste that anc.ent Preshyienan sy

wn, which i fwanded on the Wordof God, witch
haus Deen hand=d down 1o s fiem our fatkers, and
wiuch 1+ we fined 20 zasuer al the ends of ec-
Ciesasueal peiity 3 when it auempied ‘o one
and 1o divent 12 of 2t epint, and onznoihes to de-
0 :giated 3ad uras huneed views of innovators
on the s¥ascat, Wil not tteaalc it au all it entire-

a1t §% 0ar dirare 1o Tuimish you Wil corree?

“and scapue.al wizas of the convitutien of that

cnutch with whca you are ~mnccied, more espe-
cally wih 1ega.d to s oifice-beazers, and above

-3, 42 refereacs 1o such qinices 39 have sonwniines
. Leea hzl inabey ancs, 32 &.fier tunes ampauted, per-

sected, or seduced 19,3 1are Bame,—cuther “dise

ca:dad as Lacle, 01 TRecied as incondistent with

mew's wotions of propnety and libenty.
"Cenain of the oflices wheh are mentioned in-

_the Word « o, avia 3 Cor. xit. 23, and Ephes.

w11, a4 exsung in the primitive ciirch, were
extraordinary, aud no suestions wore appomted
to those wio neld th m 3 wheicayothers were or-
duary of intended 10 b2 pennanent in the churely
ia s ages and citeamstances.  Aaong the later,
e o5 10 be only 2wo orders or ranke, that of
Preatater or Eider and shat of Deacon—Fhil. §
1t b ey on 2 hands ackunowledged, that
d [igkop. are in the scriptures
used wieichangeabiv, and watis reference 10 the -
same offi~r,—ctanue Acts xv 17, 23 And
winle theie are eveial ciasea ol duties pertaining
1o the Sesthip, which call for the servies of duf-
fecent per-ons, and these vanonle qnalified, as
iwachag, eashings and. ruliag. and henee in our
aider aatlvers, wo 3eat ot she Teaching Elder, as
Dostag 3 the Preachin, Llder.asPaztor: andthe
Laling Ltler, as Govemnor; <tll, all who held
:he iiice of Eiles 3te regarded as posesing an
eqaality of zauk in the Prashytesian Charch.

Ve Jitinetion driween ope reclesiastieal office

he
and anuth-r has ofica Leen confuunded, not only
¢ bodies of Cli dstians who lave departed from
the teue aposto .cal model in the constitution of
theis cle-clics, nat cvea by Preshyierians them-
scives.  And hence, the daties belonging 10 one

“oinee 1aay hasc of.ea been dischaiged by persons

holding anothes, az wo ofiicexs may have been
aometimas congained in the same individual.—the
Pantor may have acied as Dactor, and the Elderin
e capacny of Deacon.  Bat that does not pre-

separate, nor «lo2s it effect the propriety of still
maimtaming thir diainciness.. < If it be said,”
remacks Pardesar, o the Eider is & Dracon, 1 an-
swer, ‘atheat 1h~ Pastor inclndes the office «f Doc-
tor, Eller. and Deacon, yet_secing thiese are of
Jdivine msdicticn, reverence is in 30 far Jue unto-

| it, 23 10 et up theee distinet offices.  As nothing |

chould be_add~d 10 the Divine institution, upon-
pretenes of imgined drcency or order in the in-
aitaticn, so nethicg ought to be diminished there-
tiat same things in the in-
stitution ape ncedless oF superfinons” ’

Our tcslrsastical constitrion and - economy
have suffcred mneh from confounding the respec-
tive effices of Ruling Elder and Dracon : whereas
keeping them distinrt, wonld conduce to the more
cffic.cnt discharge of the duties of each. And as
much misconceplion seem 1o exist with regard to

and | 1he Divine authority of the Deacon’s office, ita na-

ture, its seerod and permaneat chazacter, and-the

1s jeculiar to each office being kept |

{
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propriety of mdintsining it in the church ; and
our Presbytesian cconmy divested of it would
incompletc and - iptaral, and therefore o
Likely 10 meet _with the Divine counienance snd
blewsing, it is desirabic 1o give 10 the Deacon's of-
| fice at puesent, ganticular. coneideration. At
same tmie we tiust that-you will bear with we,

offices of the church, we advert biiefly i the fiest
1 pacc to the Eldership, 10 the qualifications re-
1 quired for the mode «f appoiniment teo, and the
duties ariting from 1hat oflice.-
1. The Eldership.

3.  The office «f the teaching Elder or
con in thic language of a former generation, *is
20 cpen up the snd of the Spuit of Ged
pressed in the word, umply witheut soch

! Lns as the minisicrs ver, and 10 1each i

1 cutieges, of universities.” Ae Deoctors
20t 1w coreanly ruling Elders, and theretore o

. as such, cannot claim 10 Le members of chusch

! Judicatones for governmrent and discipline. ~ Bu

{ Profcrzors of Tleology being alw mismstere 20

r-suling Eiders, may asist in the government of the

I chusrchs . S
“I'he office of Doclor ‘in Divinity, ss Prefesser,
i very unportant ; insomuch as the right and efi-
cient insteuction of those who are 1o become the
* instrucions of othere, 1nust be of more consequencs
1han the we:e commuuication of hnowledge im or-
Jiuary cizcunmistances, of even of ministering 1o any
congregation.. it 1cquites sarer natural parte, a8
weli as higher gifts of the Spirit, greater power o
t anind, JKE EATTEY, MOIC EIPCICNCL, THOIC CEWR-
*sive and varicd leaming, more weight of charse.
ter, and if po-ible, more excmypiacy . piety and
t devotedne:s. -Aud hence; you will pesccive, kst
+ it demands more unbroken leisure, and more e
! sources for amassing knowledge. Not 10 spesk.
1hen of ihe- encouragament, proper 1o call fortk
* merit 10 such & wotk, or of the reward Jue to ja-
* dustry, we ask you, the members of the Presbyte.
« yian Church of Cauada, in teference 10 this_de-
panment of your church’s gloty, and 10 her pres-
+ peet of fuifitling the_commasion with whick she
j sems to be charged 1owards this provinee, i i
1 be pot desitable 10 afford more 10 her
minisiers, the meaus of devoting themaeives 10
i study - than - they enjoy, that there may net be
}-wautieg ~vithin her. pale a sufficiency of well
fumnished 1leclogians, . frem among whom 1he
abiest may at any tme be selected for the all-im.:
| ponant office of 1raining many for the work ofihe
_ miaistry? Jiis cqualiy neceseary 1hat_the ordi~
i nary wants of such Le supplicd as well as the mis-
istry sustaincd, that ihore who are called w0 s
honorablc and responsible a porition, may be at
~liberty 1o give. to ite du'ics their whole time aad.
he
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cnerry, uncncumbered either by cares or
concerns. ‘Dhis objcet lies within reach
i members of the Prerbyterian Church of Canada,
- apd it would be their high privilege, a8 it is their
eacred and smpeative obligation, 10 strive for i
+ atainment. )
o The distinctive function of the Preaching
Elder, as Fastor, is 15 miaister the Word, dispeass
“the Sacraments, &¢.  As, however, the combine-
{"tion of this, with that of uling in-the s
 indi-pensable” 10 the full diecharge of the pestorel
office—ihe power of ‘government and exercising
di:cipline zlwo belongs 1o the Preaching Elder,
—~Matt. xvi. 19.- i : i
Bearing as this office does 90 immediately upoa
the extension of the Redeemer’s Ki , and
the salvation of man, it is one for whicha full and
\ ;ccl;ta:’e knowledggfos.;l;c Scnpm';;m. and ua-
oubted cxperience of “divine thi regeners-
{ tion, and a life of faith, are indivpensable. In ads
! dition to his, it is highly desirable, that thore whe
* are to undertake the ‘work of 1the minitry,be men
of more than ordinary - intelligence; 'y
yof than ordi intelli scutene
1 and mental vigour, practical discrimination, judge-
{ ment, prodence and firmness ; of superior attaim-
ments in litcrature add science, and 1aste for srudy,

sleo that they be r:-eaedrofkindnd amiebie
| diopositions, and if possible, of cultivgnd .sod en-



