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a pardon withont tho priest, or an immesdiate
intercourso between the paor soul and its
Saviour, is this (p. 59) from Den Comber.
Let us not be unthunaful to the Dean,
alantit is bua stiatel ersassim after
all: ¢ Though David might by his faith in
the promises, have found <ome comfort, yot
neither so sure nor so sweet, as when he
recaives it from the month of a special mes-
songer—so0 he that cannot value ths absolu-
tion from the priest, can no other way
recerve satisfuction to his doubts and fears,
unless hoe expect to be assured of his
remission by ar immediate revelaton, or
can be coutent to #tay till the day of judg-
ment for the resoiution of this groat
enquiry.”’

Not u word hore of the joy of God’ssalva-
tion by the Spirit asa comforter, or peace
in beheving ! Not a mint from the Dean, and
from lis admiring follawer, of the Spirit
bearing witness with the spirit of the chris-
tian, and so restoring . that joy !

1t is no redeeming trait m this part of the

Provost’s confession that he acknowlelges
Chirist to be the dispenser of the pnrmm
through his mumisters duly commissioned 3
and that by one or more of the authonties
quoted, the passion of Chnst is acknow-
1 dzed to be the only ransom or propitiation.
So does the Church of Rome recogmse the
merits of Chust, when she remits us to
penance and to priestly absolutions as the
means through which these morus affect us,
But through the euntire ussue ol these
Jetters aud the citations, the wreiters either
invest with the only powaor ot cenifying
pardon to the penitent bLis conseciated
superiors, or (ltko Baxter) are adduced to
.serve the Provost’s special pleading, to this
effect, aganst the connecuion of the pas-
sages and design of the authors—¢ The
absolation ¥—he brings in Wheatly on the
common prayer as sayiug, ¢1s more than
merely declarative s it is truly effective,—
msunng and conveymng to the proper sub-
jects thereof the very absolution or remis-
sion itself

We could understand the writer of these
letters as speaking of what may he allowed
to be a help to the enquirer, i allaying lus
terrors and confinnmg lus comfurt, had he
dostuetly recogniced the warrant to make
inmediate application o the 'blood of
sprinkling —we'do nojrefuse the part aliotted
to Christ’s muusters 1n declaratively bind-
ing and loosing in Christ’s name. But
when ho avows it te be his very doctrine
(p.62) of justification by faith, that
faith sénds us to Christ for remission of our
sins * through sacraments and ordinances
of k13 appointmont;” when'he quotes with
approval Waterland’s assertion ihat 1'aul
was not justified til he was baptized, and
that no warrant -for God can be pretended
to account auy one jusbfied before or
withont that ordisary meau; when wefind
him assotling or quoting the assertion that
the sacraments are necessaryto salvation;
and insisting that our Saviour (in John 6,)
(2 passage he plainly does not nnderstsnd,)
affirms 1he indispensable necessity to spir-
itual life, of taking the Lord’sSupper at least

from and after its” institution 5 We are atno.

loss 1o call bus aystem by us right namie.
He not only puts sacraments in room of the
word : he puis them in the room’ of Christ.
Ho rémits "the disciple to a human and un-
- ceftawn, instead of a divine suurce of rélief.

110 scarcely in words ditfers from those who

exiut peaance to a sacrament.y His systemn
providesa place for it; and the attrition,con-
tijtion, anc
1818 1aclude in the couditions of their abso-
lution, f1it 1 wondrously with Bishop Spar.
; TUW’s expostions of the terms of the pardon
wihich the priest is to prunounce “alune an
standing;? or the absolution of which Dr.
'Brett saye, that it is etfective to the remis-
| siont of sins.
i Tarongh the whole of the Provost’s ar-
ygument, amd m s citations fron Anglican
Jdivines, sxune of them mwen who were fit
‘iuslrmncnts 1o have reahsed the design of
jthe Swant dynasty to 1ake back Englaud
to Rome, we seo the ceremonies put for
{the substance of religion—cause and effect
jreversed—the seal and conlinmation of a
blessed privilege made the only means of !
obtaining it—aud sacraments which we all|
agree to ltonour, and in theirown placeatlirm |
jto be unportant to rehgwus well bemny, aro
yinade essential to its very being: the vehicle
of blessings which they presuppose  as
possessed already, while they mumister as
seals to spintual assurance and increaso.
How cucering to a poor iuqu rer the direct
answer of the Apostleg, * Believe in the
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be saved,”
compared w-th tuese circuitous modes,—this
lubor to fetch christ from afar ! We shou'd
nke to hear a‘I'rinity College Theologian dis-
course on Rom: 10, 8, 9—* the w:rd 13 nigh

*br. Whitaker secems at no small loss to
explain how Dbelievers were spiritually,
nourished before the insutution of the Supper
a difficulty arising trom his mis interpreta~
tion of John 6, as-referring to that sacra-
ment: whereas 1t 13 just fuith’s spieiual
communion with Christ that is meant: nor
does the passage in Paul 1 Cor, 10, desenb-
myg the supper.under similar language mean
more -than .that the pnivilege descnibed
m John 6, 1s 1w that sacrament symbolised.
premowed, and sealed. Asto baptism, it
were curious to know in what slate the
Ethiopian  Eunuch: was befure baplism, and
after he believed with all his heart; or the
converts in the house.of Cornelius who
had recewved the Holy Ghost, on their
heanng and believing the Word ; or Peter's
converts, (Acts 2) whu hada'l to confess
their taith and repentance before bapusm,
Were none of those m a justified state i
they received that rite 7~ “Baplism saves
us,” says St. Peter. Yes, it seals salvativn;
but auy vne'who studies scripture phrases
may see that by the sume reason by which
he would assert tbat. a man has no salva-
tion before baptism, we might argue that
he blessed Saviour was peitber Lord nor
Curist?"before his exaltation, because (Acts
2)he was then “made’? such ; that is'de-
claratively,—formaily, invested with Lordly
honors and puwers.  One halfl of the
error we are now deahing with lies in neg-
lecting the ‘plainest rules of Biblical inter-
pretation.

Few rules have more examples than
this: thatd thing is said to be, meaning man-
ifested tc be; o' a petson is said todo what
he declafes has 1o be done. See Gen-
41 16, Jer. 1. 10-18; John 15 8; (last
clause) and that we should'apply thisrule
10 Acts 22 16, “Arise, and be baptised,
and wash away thy sins,”” common
senge, as well as well as common hermen-
eutics determines,

“satisfaction” which Romml-i

thee, in thy moath and in thy heart —that
WWihou shall confess with the mouth tho
Lord Jesus, (to meition of the absolving
priest ) and believe in thy henrt that
| God rmsed him  from the dead, thou shalt
| be savel "—Sball we betold, *Ob, that s the
+ £1ith avd coufession before bapt s ¢ but for
i the believer ¢rnscious of s atter, thero wust
be auother presceiption for hin.  I*hen, we
would lamn hear our ‘I'heologian on Paul's
words—Gal. 2, 20—1 lwo by tho fuith of
) theSub of Gud, &e—.He cvidenty weaneg, 1
live ou—1 continno n {ife, [ renew Iy
strength,~—No ranning 1o au earthly privet !
—l1e tells ug elsewhere of the ouly prust ne-
ce-sary to s necess with cunlﬁlcnco (f00
| Heb, 4, or Eph. 29)—aid Jokn wpraks
1 of tho swicere confeesion and the avamtabio
propitiatt ' s vus  breatyy () Jobn 2y
* gy advocate "'~ ong advocste, nu intesne-
diate one to whom either aitting or standing,
| sou must do obeisauce, and wait his tme,
{ Confes10n 18 crjoined—but no coulessional ;
| thasduty of repentance 18 implicd—but nenher
absolution nor penauce i3 hero o9 the fernal
conditin of p-ace 10 the wounded consci
eace.  And Peter, whom some put b-lets
{ Paul and Joha in such metiers, just gends us
1 to the sam.e quatler;~* by his stripes we oro
y heaed >—Why should man iut rpese his
, burriers,—and compet fu th tv accept its first
{ re‘iet througth sacraments and ordinances 7
| Your system ludea the Saviour- -oxalts priest-
ly prerog tive st the co:tof detaimng tho
disciple from him—and for aught we see,
would soon elevate penance to the rank—mnot
of a little but a great sicrament. ‘I'ne
point to which it teads, 18 the coonfessional,
aud all the oppression of soul and con.cicnce
agsociated with that ghostly tribunal,

We began by eaging such teaching is Ro-
mish by one-hall. ~ Ao iutelligent Bpiscopa-
Laarephed, “yea, by three-fuurth-** when we
said this oniy a day ago 1o conversation,
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EDITORIAL II'EMS.

Tne Cessvs.—We would mn a single
word 1epeat what we stated in last number,
vi1z : that 1t 1 most desirable that the Minis-
j ters should direct the attention of 1heir peo-
j ple to the great importance of siving pre~
cise and distinet wnformation to the census
enumerators, Let them stata distinctly
that they berong to the ¢ Presbytcrion
Church of Canada, otherwise called, by way
of distinction the Free Church,” and sco
that they are correctly entered in the
-enumerator's Schedule.

CoxtripuTionNs ror K~xox CorLtEGE.—It
is carnestly requested that Congregations
that have not already contributed for Knox
College, wil! do so 1 the course of the pre-
sent month.

Kuese axp Westwoun.—We have Peen
requested 1o correct an error in Statistical
"taole of Synod with reference to Keene and
“Vestwood. Our correspundent states that
‘the stipend is fully paid,and tbat there are
no‘arrcars.




