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An intermedinto plan has been framed by Sir Jhines Shuttloworth,
with the view of reconciling tho second and third ¢f theso partice, and
affording thems & common ground of action. ‘Tho scheomo of tho ex.se-
cretary of the Committee of Council is intended solely for tho northern
division of thé island, and is founded on tho peculiar position of Scot.
land, and tho unanimity which pervades the great body of the Scotush
peopld reepieting the mode in which tho pracsieal businoss of education
should bo conducted.  An overwhelming majority of the community aro
convinced that an cxtensive relonn of the parochial system of cdueation
is imperatively required, to adapt it to tho altered ceclesiadical position
of the conntry—they arc of opinion that a national is peeferable to a de-
nominational aystem of education—they aro all at ono on slinost all the
important points of doctrine and disciplino—they have the same form of
Church governmient, the samu Confession of Faith, the samo Catechism,
différing only respecting minor points which canaot be imtroduced into
any scheme of instruction for children ; aml pavochial, ses<ivnal, sub-
scription, and adventure, are comlucted,—proves vonelusively that tho
people of Scotland are agreed in thinking that a complete system of
oducation must jncludo religious ae well as secular instruction, and that
tho religious instruction shall be given through the medinm of tha Bible,
and tho Shorter Catuchism. Sir James is of opinion that whea the
poliats of agreement are so numerous and important, diversity of state-
ment respocting minor matters ought unt to form an insuperablo barrier
to co-operation in the cstablishinent of 1 comptehensive system of na-

_ tional édueation ;3 and ho has, therefore, proponndel a sehema, which he

thinka the various sects and partios in Scotlaod may aceept, without any
compromise of principle.  Tu accordance with the views of the National
Edacation Association, he recommends that tho existing religions towrs,
and the supcrintendenco and conteol of the judicatarics of the Fatablish-
o Church shonld bo completely abolished, and that the election of the
teachers, the choice of thy brauches to bo tanght, an | the entire man-
agoment of tho schonls shonld be entrusted to local boards chosen by
the rate.pavers, or heads of familics. On tho other hand, he secks to
coneiliato the other partics, y proposing that the heriturz—the present
¢lectors—ahall retain a sharo in the management of the schools, and
that two-thirds of the local board shall be composed of the minister and
two elders, deacons, or wardeny, chosen from cach of the congregations
in the school disteict, possessed of w certain nuwmber of metubers,

“This schenie, it will bo observed, provides for the entirs abolition of
all religious tests, on tho part of the schoolnasters, and of all peculiar
privileges on the part of the Established Church. It does justico to all
parties, thereforo, and shows tavour to nono. Tt does not prescribe, by
atatue, any kind of roligious insttuction, or insist that any public assess-
ment shall bo levicd for its payment. It leaves this vexed question en-
tirely to tho local boards, who have full power to determine both the
kind of religious instruction, and the manner in which it shall bo impar-.
ted in tho schools, to require every acholar, if they shall think fit, to pay
a specifiod sum for the religious instruction which ho may reccive, and
to sct apart the grants of public moncy, in whatever way they may be
given, avowedly and exclusively for tho teaching of 1ho various brauches
of secular learning, which are taught in the achools. Tho recognition
of tho ecclesiastical clement is no doubt liable to objection; but it way
be pleaded in defence of this part of the proposed measure, that character
is a mach better qualification for a scat on the educational board, than
tho mero posscasion of tho woney ; and that those who havoe been en-
trusted by the various Protestant bodies of our country with the over-
sight of their spiritual or tamporal aflkirs, aro as a wholo better fitted
fot the management of the public schools, than the hundred pound heri-
tors, of tho fifty pound tenants. But, waving this point, we would re-
mind those who may ohjcet to this proposal, in the first place, that we
aro not responsiblo for tho origination of the scheme, but ouly for its ac-
coptance, and that it is one thing to proposo a system of edueation as tho
best that we can devise, and another and very different thing to accept
of a system proposed by others, as the best that we can ohtain. Secondly,
if the ground wera entirely unoccupied it might be a fair question—
whether it would be better to aceept of an imperfect systemn of national
education or to intrust the whole business of tuition to the veluntary
fiberality of the people ; but the ground is not unoceupied ; wo havo al-
ready two systems of cdueation cstablish(_:d in Seotland, both supported
by public inoney—both open to scrious objections, and yet, as experience
has shown, wholly inadequate to overtake the cducational wants of the
community. Tho schome under considerntion is, therefore, not to be re-
warded as a proposal to establish a new system, hut as a proposal to re-
form and extend tho systemd already existing. Lvery abatement of an
existing csil is not merely a gain in itself, but a stepping-stone also to
farther udvances; and the measuro in question, if not a perfeet reform,
inust at least ho admitted to be an immenso improvement upon tho
present system, and as such would be cordially welcomed by tho great
hody of the Scottish people. ‘Thirdly, no reflecting person, acquainted
with the present state of the country, can for a moment delude himself
with the notion that thero is any probability of our obtaining a better
measare. The Established Church courts take their stand upon their
prescriptive’ rights, and refuso to listen to auy proposals of a com-
promise ; and unlese the Free and the United Presbyterian Churches can
be brought to unite ia expressing their willingness to accept of the pro-
posed measure, no reform of the parochial schools can be carried, and
the prescat system will undoubtedly be porpetuatod and extended.

The hopes of the friends of things as they are, aro mainly founded on
our anticipated disunion, and they have very dextcrously attempted to
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play off the Freo Churchmen and the Dissenters against each other.
‘I'hoy sant no fower than three doputationa succesaivoly to London during
the conrao of last seasion, to urgo their viewsupon the attention of the
government aml tho legsalatura 3 and, in pleading that the parochis
schonls shanld bo nintained on their pressat basis, and the salarics of
tho increased, one of their principal arguments was founded on the ale
leged imposibility of proponnding any suro which would satisfy both
tho P'rae Churcli and tho Dissenters.  “lioave,” say they, * the pato-
cliial achools in the hands of thio Fatablished Chuech, and though the
Fres Church may, gramble, theie opposition will bo neutealiscd by their
acceptaines of pablic money, to aid in tho crection amd maintenanco of
their own schooles and thus securo the active support of one religious
body ; and the acqniesence of a sccond, you may safely disreganl the
wwrirs and oppoxition of tho third”  This plausible advise, falling in,
a3 it did, with tha reluctance which all govermments foel to stir exciting
questions, and their desire to save themsolves trouble, was vory neatly
aucceasful ; and though, by tho adoption of prompt and vigorous measares,
on the part of the Synod's Committes on Public Queations, tho danger
was for tho time nverted, it is by 10 means entirely removed.

‘Tlhio government aro now dispased to regird with favour the proposal
which Sir James Shnttleworth has mado foe the reforin and extenaion of
tho parochial schools : but if they find the prediction of the Established
Chutcl deputation verified, by the reluaal of the various gects of noncone
formists to abate one jot or tittle of their peculiar viows and peetensions,
thero is overy probability that they will adopt the policy so carnestly
ueged upon them, and content themselves with meraly supplementing
the present soctarian and exclusive system.  If this course will be fol-
lowed, wa mnay bid firewell to all hopa of an efliclent and comprehens
«ive reforin in tho educational institutions of tho country.  In the course
of fuw years thd education of Scotland will bezome ontirely denomina -
tional awd sectatian,  In almost every parish throughout the Lowlsnd
districts of tho country, we shall have a parachial school under tho ex-
clusive control of the Fstablishment, and a Freo Church school under the
exclugive control of the Freo Church,  In theso circumstanees, Diseens
ters, unless they wish to become the passive prey of both partics, and to
seo their children prosclytised before their face, will bo compelled, in
selfedefenee, ta erect » school whorever they ate able to maintain & con-
gragation,  We ehall thue have, in every town, and vitllage, and tural
district, rival denominational achools, under which teachers, pupils, and
managers, will alike bylong to the partieular denomination with which
the schools are rempectively connceted, Tt is acarcely powiblo to overs
cstimate the evils of such a system, which mast exercise a most injuriove
intluence on all parties connected with it,—~the church and the nation,
the teachers and the pupils ; and which, as experience has fully shown,
while totally incapable of supplying the educational wanta of the whole
community, will lay upon the church a bunden which her Divine Master
hias 1aid upon her, and which she cannot take npon herself without serione
injury to her own peculiar vocation,—will reduce the scanty income of
tho teacher, and thus lower his status in society, and detcriorate his se-
quircmonts and qualifications, and will contrnibute, mors than all other
causes combined, to aggravato the evils of our religions dissentions, to
storeotype existing differonces and divisions, and 10 perpetante sectarian
animosity and strife to our children's children.— U7, P, Mag,

“OUR PASTOR .

—

A SHORT SERMON.

“ ‘The labourer is worthy ot his reward.”—1 Tix. v. 18,

* Our Pastor'—lie who watalics lor our eouls as one that must give
account—he who studies, rends, thinks, writes, in order 10 meet the
weekly draught upon him—he who tases his mental, spiritusl, physical
being 1o please onr fastidious tastes, that haply he inay * win” some—he
who duly na the Sabbnth's hyght returns, is at his post, to instruct, exhort,
reprove, comfort, strengthen, console us—he who cheers us in sickness
by his tender ministrations—he who kneels by our death-heds, and com-
mends our patting epirits unto Gud—he who dispenses to us at the sacre-
mental board the pledge of pardon and acceptance—he who is present at
our bridals, and—
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‘T'he irrevocable vow, and meek prayer,

Present it to be registered in heaven:**
he who stands beside our dead 10 utter the words of farewell consolation
—he who soothes our doubts, dissipates onr fears, counsels us in every
cmergency—lie who prays for us in secret, rejoices over our repentance,
or mourns over our obstinate rejection of his inessage—he who, when he
has done ail, bears with onr ingratitude, our cavilling, our neglect, and
loves us in spite of it—“our faithful, devoted pastor”—0! is Ae not, in
the deepest sense of the word, a * labonrer 7 "Did not Christ, with the
strictest propriety, call his embassadors ¢ labourers 7 '

* The labourer is worthy™ of what? ¢ Hisreward.” What is it 1=
What is the pastor’s highest * reward 1" That, and that alene, which at
firat induced him to enter the ministry. *

By a call that goes deeper than the ear, God speaks the woed to some
gifted youth. He temporizes perchance, hesitates, doabts, struggles, .de-
cides and re-decides. ¢ The ministry,” helds out 10 him a career
of severe toil, with & meagre sustenance—a family exposed s painful sa-



