
T1flE INDEPENeN)lT rIZÊRSTËR.
înentiotied in this issue of the FORtEsTER in the case
of Comipanion iwe A. Allyc. The mn wllosc
pulses tirc not quiekencui up)oî reading this simple
accouut mîust have eailouscd hieurts inidecd.

lb is tie intention of thc Supreme Chie! Ranger
to attend the iligl Court of Wisconsin, ',Vllichl is
to ho lield on the lst of Fcbruary next ut U1udson,
WVi.iconisin, aînd the Iligh Court of Michigan, %vhichi
is te bc hcld on the iast Tueslay iii February, at a
pl-' e yct Vo be seleeted by tho Iligli Standing
Cominittec.*

W\e niost heurtily comgratulato the Courts and
the brcthiren wlio lhave dircctcd their encrgîcs to-
wurds sccuring newv menibers instcad of tovards
forui n ating protests against the legislation
adoptcd by the Suprenie Court at its iast session.
1 1,012 applications for Novexuber and December is
a record of whiclî every Forester znay justly be
proud. * * *

One of the most clieery Newv Year's messages re-
ceivcd by the Supremo Chie! Ranger -%as fîoin
D). S. C. R's Mack and Dnckworthi, of Sanî Francisco,
1V wvas as follows :

"'SAN F lt ANCISCO, CAL., Dec. 31, 1S98.
"OeONTYATEKIIA, 'M. D., ToReNTO :

" Very Hlappy New Ycar. Obligated twenty-
five newv Floresters to-day.

"M.LAcii and DtJcKWoitTii."

The foliowing is the honor roll for December:
Micig"an, 1075 acccpted, 13-2 rejectcd.
Ilinois, 877 cc 70
New York, 770 cc 109

Qubc, 70 cc 100
California, 350 " 53

%Vell donc, 'Michîigan !Who ivili be hiead for
January? *

The Supremo Clic!f Ranger, assîsted by the
Supremne Couniiilor, hiad the picasure and honior
of initiating( 153 candidates at a union meeting
hield at the 1.0.]?. Temple, Detroit, 11%ichigan, on
the evening of the 29tli Decemiber. The greatest
credit for this manificent work is due te Brother
.1. W. 3rcukcrt, P.S.C.R. The Brother hiad over
1200 naines on bis List, but the balance were unabie
to conie Vo the meeting for that niglît.

Congratulations te our 6,000 brethren who, by
reuson of having secured one new nmeinber dnring
Deceniber last, nre relioved frein paying anything
tawards the extension of the Order Vax for 1899.
Hlow many more tbousands w%%ill relieve theniselves
of 11.l2tis of this Vax and confer a great bencfit on
cvery Forester in the Order ut the saine tinie, by
see-uring one niew inember during January. Such
is the law. It reduces the taxes o! the working
men of the 1.O0.Fr.

No doubt it wiii bo gratifying to the meinbors of
the Fraternal Congress te lcarn that tha inovcmient
ifliti 1t-tl F.>y our Supreie Chief Ranger in the Stato
of Vermiout lias evexîtiated in opening Up that
Stato to the operations of fraternal benefit socle-
tics, the Legisiaturo z." its reccut session liaving
passed a law permnittiug fraternal, benefit socicties
te dIo busincss iii that State. The law goca into
effeet on the Ist of February next, and alrcady
p)rel)arations are being' mnade for pushing tho work
of the 1.0.]. vigorously in that State after that
date.***

The Royal Fioresters' Minstrels, under the pat-
rouiage of Oronhyatekha, M.D., S.C.R., and nicm-
bers o! Temple Encampmnent, intend holding tlîcir
first performance at the Pavillon, Toronto, on
Tlîursday, January 26th, 1899. Jndging froin the
talent advertîsed it promises to be one of the so ýial
events of tie seasoni. The Royals wilI appear in
fuli uniformn. Tickets hiave been placed ab the low
figure of 15, 25 and 35 cènts. Plan of hli -%viil be
opeîîed on Jaîîuary 23rd at Messrs. Ambrose KCent
& Sons, Yïonge St. The Foresters of Toronto
should give the boys a grand bouse.

Tho Michigan Foresters hiave wiseiy deterznined
to divide their State into threa Rigli Court juris-
dictions. As înentioîîed elsewhere, the.High Court
of Northern Michigan was instituted by Brother
Lee E. Josiyn, 111gh Secretary of the 11igli Court
of iMichigan, at Newberry, on the 22nd of DcCCin-
ber iaýýt. The Hîigli Court of Western Michigan
was inistitutcd by the Supreme Chie! Ranger and
Suprerne Counseilor, Brother the Hon. E. G.
Stevenson, assistea by tihe111gl Standing Com-
nîittee of the Highi Court of Michigan, and by tho
Iligli Chief Ranger of Illinois, Bro. A. E. Steven-
son. Both the Supreme officers expressed them-
selves noV only greatiy surprised but gratified aise
at the very laige attendance of delegates in view
of the fact, that each delegate liad Vo pay his own
expenses. The utinost harmony prevailed in the
Ccnvention, and the Eigli Court of Western
Michigan wns started under niost fav'orabole au.
spices. Not only thle officers installed but the dele-
gates present expressed tlîeir intention of znaking
th eir HigliC ourt tle banner High Court for energy
and zeal in the work of the Order.

Liberty Is Not License.

Wo believo in acoording to ail Courts and te the
individual Forester every possible liberty and lati-
tude to express their own opinions conoerning pas
ing ovents, and te comment freeiy upon the actions
of the officers or of The Supreneo Court or of the.
111gh Courts. We do nots presurne to question the.
riglît of members Vo protest and to ho diseontented
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