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dIl island; but whien the seccis of fereign
epidemies arc sowin in this virgin soit, the
crop of xnortality springs up at once, and
the growtl i athl rank and rapid-it sets
all hian powver at defianco. Trhis island
lias becu nwfully scourgcd by these epide-
mies. Its fille harbour lias breuglit f'orcign
sîîips, and theso) have býouglit al kinds of
foreignl diseaseci; and ecdi disease lins addcd
more or fcîver to the bis of mortalitv. It
is zaot tliirty-eiglit ycars since tlie flrgt ship
Lcld commiunication %vith the shores of
Aàneitetim. Up tilt that time tL.ero is no
tradition, that I l<now of, of any epidemic
haring ever visited the island; the natives
ivere living in a normal condition ; a long
experience had taughit themn the rude out-
uines o? tlie laws oi lhealth and the causes
or diseuse, as applicd to their eircumstances.
The islaud wvas popuilous, and the most of
the available land tinder cultivation. The
population could not bce less than 12,000 ;
soine have thouglit tliat it miglit bie 20,0 0.
Bcîwccen the time tlie island was first visit-
cd liv fereign vessels and tlie introduction
ef Clristianity by the location of toacliers,
in 1841, a fearful epidemie swvept over the
island, and carried, off at leoat one-third of
tlîe population. Bctween the location of
the teacliers and the settlement of mission-
aries, ln 1848, anothier epidemie, equally
severe, passed over the island. Hloi these
epideanies arigînated we know nlot, but as
there were noue liefore the wvhite moen visit-
cd those islands, the probabulity is, :ley
wereii'nported. Ia 1861 the ineastes %vcre
brouglit liy trading vessels, and a third of
of the population again pcrishied. It would.
be wrong in every case te attaehi blame te

te whlo couvcy these diseases. It may
bdocignorantly, or it may lie (loue

tlogilsl;alcliougli itis said, thant in

lik a ool dlibrat atemt mdetoecx-
tend tae udiseuse.

Oue thing seems almost certain, that
notbing- but Cliristianity, speedily iatro-
dueu and emlbraced, can save tlie inhabi-
tants of these islands fromn complete exter-
mination, if it be fnot already tee late;
betwccen tlic epidernies and tie slavers tlioy
appear like a doomefi race. An unserupu-
Ious commerce, baed by large capital,
ready for cverýy speculation that promises te
pay well, rcklcss of nil consequences, and
aiin * only at present gains, lias gocfairly
the start ef Claristianity in this group. XVe
came late inte the fieldl, fow, feeble, and
faintly supporteul, and have te compote
against fearfuil oduls. It is easy te destroi,
but it is dificuit te preserve and save. it
is easy Ie introduce a forvign epidomie, but
it is aie easy matter to eheck ira virulence
and stilidue ils power. It is casier te carry
a thousand natives iate captiviry, than ta
bring a laundred, te tlie knewledge and lie-

lie? of the Gospel. It is truc, comnmerce ia
n't an unmixcd evil-anl among the traders
thore are hionourable men, wlio wishi Wiol to
the natives,--but tho gencral cffcct la chat
tIse natives are melting awvay. Alianoat
every mission lias lia(l its special trials.
rirench Popcry lias tried some soecrely ;
civil wvar lias tricul ethers ; apostacy, eut-
breaks of wickcdncss, and a return te hiea-
tlieuism, have tricd otiacrs. Vo have liaplpily
been frec fromn ail cliese. We have been
thr-eatcncd again and again with Frcnch
poiver and Popery, but have as ycc licen
mercifully preservefi fromn bocli. \"Te have
onjoycd unbrokcen ponce; nnd aichoug-li 'vo
have wvaifs and strays, occasional outthrcaks
ef depravicy, and hepes bligliteul in cou-
verts of bigli promise, yet our trials ia
these respects are only such as are commean
te all missionaries under ordinary circum-
stances. Our greac trial lias been the
mortality o? the natives, arising chicfly
fromn these repeatefi epidemica. Wlaether a
remunant may strugglc tliroughi andl yct re-
people tlie island, or wliccher tie wliole
race will (lie out, scems doubtfül. Witain
the last sevon ycars the population et
Aneiteum lias been rcduced oue.lialf. These
epidemies nlot only eut off large numbers
at once, but tliey eperate injuriensly for
years atter. They disorganize soeiety, and
retard tlie increase et population; ami they
cause se muca ef the land te be tlirewn ont
ef cultivation that malaria is far more cx-
tensively generaeil, and tlio ordinary dis-
case ofe the island become much. more
troquent and virulent. We had jnst about
recovered frein the measles, and the births
were equal te tlie deaths, wlien the epideanie,
of last yeccr came upon us; and We lied net
recevered frein that wlaen the whooping-
cough appearefi.

It may appoar strange that, in an is-
land like Aneiteum, -where tic influence of
Christianity is se fully recoguizeul, and
where ait the promînent cruelties of hcatlien-
isux have disappearcd, that, evon, iu erdi-
nary years, the people should bie se ra 'pidly
melting away. But wlien tic case is fulfly
examineul; wvlen wve take inte account the
disproportion et tic sexes left by heathen-
isin-four maies for cvery tirc females ;-
these repeatced and fatal epidemies, and all
the dangers et a transition state et se-
ciety, trom isolation and tlie lowvest bar-
barisin, te a coniparatively extensive inter-
course witla the civilizefi 'iorld, wvith. its
evils ns well as its benefits, a change, la
many cases tee rapid and tee groat te lie
saf e, even if it were at ai for the better, la
produceul.

But wve must acccpt of tie field ns Wvo find
it ; %va canner ignore or set aside these evils.
Commerce, suci as it la, lias talien posses-
sion ef this gYroup, and et tliese sens, and
wvill keep possession, in one tom or anotiier;
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