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. For the Colonial Churchman.
[CHURCH PROPERTY. o
Jaant . e S / . Es.ay ' ‘
L1 Phedodleation ofsomie'patt of our wortdly: govds to th0
‘ﬁmee of God appears tohdve Been, from the earliest pe-
sieqﬁal ‘conéamitant of true religion. Whethér|
ope gﬁ atign (mghi be’ e?nndered as a free-will oﬁ'cnng 9;
affeet 0“&#‘3&“‘ “W“t’; on ',hrwt pfthe sini
"kthrend, oY the; objectin yiew, secms fo have been.in:
tvariably the samb: tiamely; the glory of God and the pro-
“Httion of his ‘worship in ‘the wotld;
As long as (be mmutry of tfxe worldis eotgmxl.te& ts &4
M of morml men—~or 8. }ln Apoatle éalls tﬁenmn tbll
'Npacu,y-—' epriben vessels,’ themyelves campassed with
nliuy infirmities, and subjeat to the varibus wants and ne-
ties, which havee‘férbeen mseparable from ‘human
ure nnce‘tbe fall,.-—- as long as thisis the cue, 80 long
Snugt the promotion of the Giospel, and the eXercise of the
bﬁpel .rainistry  be .commensurate with the degree of
Saridly: sdpport, which’ tho davotion ‘of believers: .may.
Prompy them to contribute to'stich wortly dbjects. Weru
u}fhﬁ to’ whone hands ik heavenly treuurg’ 'bﬂ
fod, enadodvyphlumr,lor qualificationsand qua led;
lngell, to-subsist witheut bodily sustenance, tnd to
‘lmueunmotbuymﬁml mites nid, necessilies of men;
ihight be: tead rided for the' dbbtvdtice-slsudh! cus-
 and ofdfikhed dPHAVY 1ot Mhelr “objéct 3 Wiippor)
px hervaglon, oI relxglon. Tbere might be fewer, of-|
» fower; 9?>anfmd fower donations-made.at the |
of God: thégpiritusl.interestd of humanity iwould,
@y this: ukid, be! stithdubserved ‘il ‘every uavential

ulir, “ﬁueex;;eﬂaqwee,&e. wmmﬁwm Ao

i, i Sapok be, S Ahe prsant consti

gs,. molu pure: md?ﬂfgct «lmmmm:owaf\thc W otd
“’“kwxlﬂ!ﬂtedin this :Iower state' of ‘exibtehce. . The
¥ohahis of Goit therefore, com’miﬂed’ TE &Gtgenéy Bf

1

i%bl'hls, mnst always Jepend ina Q;e-t Qegreq for lf.l eon: |3k

Hnuance, among the sans ofrmen.m tha bmpmlmppqu
'tm faithfol
"Bhu appearsts be @ unwml‘propoﬁﬁem nm-. -
tion'tofit:’ Accol‘dipgly we’find 1H5¢t; Yndér eve

oy

nsation of God to m:n, ‘a pnnc:pal pntt “of ‘Divine

"Wlhlp consisted in an oﬂ'enng or oblation of worldly|i
In theirst Atcount, which the Bible records, of a
el igious,  eeremony, we read *that. Cain brought of the

of the ground. ‘ap oﬁ'enng unfo’ the Lord And Abe],
hﬂ&o bmught of the Tirstlings of bis flock, sed of the fat

: "M@hen reedrded had been the effectofa divide ch
ton it. For we cannot cdhce"e a motre ratlonal method
M comﬁhg foF the axistence of¢ skins” of Which®' coats,
tlQe Garden, lha‘n io state ‘that the animals to which
lqnged hid been’ qla;n for the purpose; of Sacyifice,
" ?lhrcouuund ~whith. renderod,necessary an: vbﬁtwh

om Lajp 4nd Abel, were alilie of divine ofigin.’

D £'¢ duthority of God, appeats lo have been observed a-
g his true servants during the penod which clapsed
A ‘ﬂtastrophe the firet care of Noah was to ¢build an
tor unito the Lord,’ and to make thereon such offerings

2y T,horuu not the feast doubt " that the efrcum-
+dlthdugh the’ biére& l&ytonan doel not. men-

bun mede for'Addm and Efe; belore theirexpullm
&"‘9 Quently:we aggwe. that, the mshtunon ot-saerifice;
Xhe practice, wluch was thus msmu(ed and based apon
h“‘“ﬁn the creation and the flood. Immediately after
1 oblations as were conformalle to the practice of bis

;|ancestors; and the diwine-comitnand, " Thissacrifice was so

.{whole earth,and a promuethat il lbonfd uvex - be destroy-{ uim

i:erod and*dfstant’ fl‘odré(ch bt!m'thé

acceptable to God thqt it 3tew down a bléumg. upon the

ed again by water.
The same custom,weé ksve ,l‘éuon to ﬁeﬁcudtstmguuh-
ed the worshippass,of the true God, mﬂnaub@quem pe-

r acmmen s

yards, and give to hil omcert and to his utvuts’-—xt ap-
pears “from this that txtlnng formed a part-of the Jus Regiv
‘ambrig the”lutbiwahﬁohi. - Atistotle tells us’ !bﬂ it
was'an ancient custom--pdla yos namgs—or Tather.an qn»
cient law under the Babylonish. Monarchy. - |Aad Dr.
Spencer, in his 1esrued work oii the: Hvbm rithal apd lex-

iriods of history ; and: very probably served &8 a mark by
which they might be knows from ‘the corrupt.and wicked;
gonent:onl by whom they. woreanmmndd, Mbwever scat-|,
ns m!ght«
have been, still worship byt‘ iacnﬁce, bomfe«f them out ul
ervants and folldwers afthé-itrlid T&ﬂn}adf‘ﬁaven an
earth, and wasa ugﬁ oﬁecogmtionr QM(N}:& of affection|
amongst themsolug. Honee we perceive that Melcbnzedecs
although apgar.ently unconnected in apy way w;th the fa-;
mily of Abraham, was yet reoogmud by that iustrious
patriarch, as ‘m pnut*of the mou M;h God, anﬂ received{’
¢ tithes of all’ the oponl which hud beén tlken from the fu-
gitive kings..@Q@n. xiv. 18, : P

From this cucumstmce may b9 evxdenﬂy deduced the
following conélusion: damely that the custom of dedicating|
tithes to the service of God,must have been uuu,tuted pre-

1 gave to Melbhizedec tithes or thie tenth part-+oflall that he
bad,’ or most likely ofall the’spoil 'he'tiad. “And we can-|
not conceive why they “should'pay tiihes of the spoils,
they “Rad not praviously bees in tﬁe ﬁibxt of paying mhes
€ other things: . . -

:+ The second .mnum of. mea nd‘ﬁwm
spetific detiivation of thehrto! God ive tb be found iif Gén.
*|evifi. 22, Jacobvoweh a'vow,a paﬂ of which is this’ g.CN
chratnon 4&@ hin- atong ‘which I have, spu”or& pillar,

shill be God's houss, :,m;d,gf,auqﬂpt Aheu abelt gine, maal .
mll erely glve the tenth unto thee. Josephus s worda

tenth:6f all hi‘ mbdrhe to God fo# thé mtnn’tenﬁnce of bitiht|°
dadriites, and orhips fot lhe velidf o the f1oor ? thiekd'be-
g‘ A yat o l’égular onier of pnestf;ood, wBo wéte &e pep-
dhn} onﬁmggoutce for, tbau: snppqu. l;dr Bslden indeed

'|is ‘of opinion. that thie vow must have hall ‘reference-to

lmc, ‘whoj accordiugto the Pm‘inrehﬂ bconomy, was

°TY |then priest of the f.mny It may ‘have had suchia ‘téter-

eﬁce and Tiaac may bave reewed ‘the, tuhe: ; but there
is no, Proof beyond a rational: conjeqtuze, and aﬂor all the
matier is of but litHe conseqtience. .

Itecems ther to have beens: practice (mong tohglots
people, in the days of Abrahhiq,ha&c,nnd:hcob to uta-
plrt a tlthe or ﬂnth portxon of théu' mérease for. the ser-
uce ‘of, Goq. -By wlnt course.of uuomng, or by whose au-
thority, they wege bed to limit the moiety to be devoted to
sacred purposes; at the ‘tenth-part; and. not at the fifth oc/
the sixth, we eannot very éasily or Veq sotivfnétorily de-

from the' ﬁebraw mode of enumeratiqn., For.they, like}*
ourselyes, hud adopted the mumber: 4en as the radix bf
their arithnieticallscale: or-as an' emirent tomemnthtor
phrasesut—‘ this is the end of lesser, numhe’rs dnd ibe Be-
guuimg of g greater " But notwithstanding-this jt" is, aﬂer
all, extremely probable that the patriarchs in this, as: well
as in every thing else that related to religicus. worship,
were guided by some divine ordinance, though it be unno-
ticed by the sacred penman. At all events it is very cer-
tain that Gentiles paid, even in those early days, tithes or
tenths to their kings. - For it appears from I. Sam. viii, 15,

‘ And he will take the tenth of your seed, and of your vine-

en viously to the &ays of. Abraham. ‘We here read that he|

i

tdrphlo. Some fmagine th(i the cus(pm‘ hdy hidve’ anlehTi

gidﬂfi‘o‘nviu .: “"lﬁ;n&ctduly ogygm ltgat it fotmoda
Tundamenial aficks.in the emstitatjon. of the sncieat A
thnmln Emmhm. ~ORlers by ed tha‘l tho
i aw finb!ffaﬁ ixhons mﬁgﬁﬁm , ‘

From collefiing these:, Mimlnr nder-the . gmeml
hedd:of Ohuveh P vy, it '#il!'be péfcémamt I'dsé

Lig

theﬁé’ﬁordd u\ﬁieu' pqai emn,ﬂvo llgmﬁcmon H tPPlY ‘W
the term ¢ property,! to whateoever has:been:dedieated to

| God for parpdsds of wbhhiy, Of a8 'an expruuon of Erates
{fal 'dﬁogon and- u,lmgtho voeable  Church,’ to pqmt out
under one genersl term the different - -hipmmon-, under
which the divise will has from time to time been made
known unlomen.. I'will continue to altach this o}unlm:
ngmﬁcauon to- the terms in question tlu'ovghout my next
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The Holy‘ﬁ?ptui’e delcribo jﬁe nlﬁjm .ucceu, sad
design of Prayprin very few wotds--but thondfull of com-
fort and encouragementi—dek ‘and: #9666 Yhat your joy
may befill—¥n ¥okr last number the duty of family pray-
ui) s considbred aid i6 4 ppesred; at tiia 13 Urnembly
W%‘ﬁﬂﬁé &ind preqénce ¢ of é;od,ﬂor the pn.rpqsc ni mplbh
lgg Ku. gucmnd‘ Prévidential’ eare, washe fndis abH
dﬁ'e b‘(‘be many.solemn prmlq;eg W a0
joy :ﬂs nhoni -anhd- dhpmdnbcnﬂufu,u»wﬂh ‘besbefy -
now thiat ¥ Eontiinié the dxtritcl figinl (e’ peﬂoa.wmm
alluded 0. Ramily prayer is a\prmtm as wellas:a d«lsa
f6-Has been thily renarked; ﬁiatwme*qgod’kua the’ young, .
the paredt atid" the child, the mister and thy. servant, dn, -
their kneqs befoya the:God of heaves,aad . theipresedce
of each ather; Mgetling, for-a while; the one hiy ihfetwri- -
ty, the’ other Kis' preemingace, and ‘only remﬂpbermgw :
much of their mutusl relation to éach other.as. may unite -
them:more closely in sapplieation to théircommon F«bérg :
such a grouy, andi Such’an occasion, must kindle zeal in the -
most lungmd bogets, and communicates warmth and spirits -
to./the-vollest hevrt.’ Likb the chamber of: ﬂib dymg :
Cbmﬁin, this scene is privileged beyond the common
walks of life.". The Most: High will not.'disduin to visit *
suckca habitation. . ALwilt dwet in them; arid wallcin them; .
nd ‘they -han be iy, people,-and I will be-their God.”
 Them that l\onour me,:Lwill' .honour" And surely tbe -
childtén nf sui h'a family will not lose their porl.i‘an ‘af" ﬁm .
heredntary b]egsmg. K Their,sons shall, grow. Np.2s. "the,
young'plants, and thoxr dw;hum be as lhe poﬁlh‘d Jdora
ﬂefh of the’ lemple ‘

But the advaptages of this.v enerable custom deserve to
be more fully stated. Most of them may be comprised
underreligious instruction—domestic government—family
union—and pubhc' peace. - That it is the duty of the:
Christian-to convey religious inslruction to the several.
members of his household cannot-admit of a doubt. . And i
surely no general medium of communication: farthispyrea -
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