NORTHERN MESSENGER.

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS.

Messenger friends, our Christmas wishes
to all have this year so far overrun our
space that we have had to make our paper
half as big again to hold them pll. Never
before have we been ableat ono time togive
you so many good things, and by the time
Christmastide i3 over we expect to have
you show almost as much satisfaction with
your surroundings as the quaint little pair
on the first page. *Oh,” we sometimes
think *“if only our holidays could last for-
ever I DBut they neverdo ; work clamor-
ing for our attention is always at our elbow,
and sooner or later we must turn to it.
What kind is waiting for you? Jave you
any- special plans ahead for this wintér?
Of courso you have, buta few more, we are
sure, will not come amiss. They will only
help you the better to carry out therest,

One that we are specially interested in,
along with people young and old in every
county, town and village in Canada is set
forth on the last page. How many of you
are going to join this band of young his-
torians 7« Every boy and girl in Canada
we hope. Last year one thousand one
hundred and ninety-seven boys and girls
sent us stories of Canadian history, and
we hopo that four or five times as mgny
more will do' it this year. The induce-
ments offered'are greater even than before,
the Canada prize being worth four times
as much as that won last year, )

And now just a word about our circula-
tion. Of course every reader wants that
increased, and we wish again to thank all
those who have worked so faithfully to this
end. For special inducements to continue
this we would refer you to the back of the
supplement. 'We do not think weare mis-
takenand we are sureno one will accuse us
of boasting when we say that webelieve the
Northern Messenger to be, as we aim to
make it, the best paper of the kind in
Canada. From one school, in 'wgiting a
few days ago for a renewal of a club of
fifty which was dropped last-December, we
have this testimony :

¢ We have had your paper in our achool
heretofore and all seemed disappointed
when we made the change.” II, Forb,
Milton, Queen’s County, N.S,

How it is regarded by many in far away
landsyouhave already seen. Thankingour
friends again for all their help in the past
we send our Christmas number to all near
and far with our best wishes for

A MERRY, MERRY. CHRISTMAS.

-————
TAKE THE ANTIDOTE,

Some persons seem impelled to read
every infidel publication that comes in
their way, cherishing a false notion that
they are shutting their eyes to the truth,
or at least to candid investigation, if they
refuse to receive spiritual poison as well.as
spiritual food in their minds. Others, in
these days of cheap print and free libraries
and abundant books, imbibe the poison of
infidel views before they fairly know that
it is poison. To all such we should say :
Tnke the antidote. Go out into tho open
air, Takethesimplest flowerin your hand,
pull it to pieces, see the arrangement of
petal and corolla and stamen and calyx ;
then look at the hand which pulls the
flower to pieces; notice its wonderful
joints, the flexible adaptations by which it
takes hold of the minutest leaf, the ad-
mirable arrangement of all those many
bones ; then think of the cye which be-
holds the flower that you pick to pieces ;
consider its lenses, its muscles, its retina,
that minute picture gallery which we carry
about with us. Then from the eye let the
thought pass upward to the brain which
tells the gye to sco and the hand to pluck,
and which announces to the sensesthat the
flower is beautiful. If any oue is steeped
in atheism he can searcely take one tiny
flower in his hand without crying out;
¢“There is a God.” ‘

It is an old story which is related of the
sceptic, Hume, thatafter spending a whole
day in his study writing a treatise to prove
the non-existence of God, he stepped out
on the balcony of his house with his friend,
Andrew Fuller. - It was just after night-
full, and through the sweet summer air the
light of ten thousand stars ¢ame twinkling
down. Thesceptic could convince himself
in his study that there was no God, but
under the stars it was a different matter ;
for, grasping his friend’s arm, he pointed
up at the heavens and cried out: QO
Andrew, there is a God, there is a God.”
Such involuntary confessions are worth a
hundred labored testimonies, for they are
interpreted and reinforced by the unbidden
cry of every soul that is open to the fruth
when bronght inbo contact with the work
of the Creator. The exclamation of con-
viction is coming from every candid soul,
“‘There is a God!” *There is a God {"—
Golden Bule, :

— e

CHRISTMAS.

Oh, Master, comest thou to me again?
And Iunmoved! Ifow many times before
Have thy sad footsteps faltered at my door,
Or paused heside my sheltered window pane?

How many times? God knoweth. Oft there|

come N

The Man of Sorrows. What had I with him?

And then tho Comforter, Mino eyes were dinmy
WWith multiplying tears. He called my name

More soft than June wind, and more tenderly,
Then said my soul, “There is no comfort: but
Forgetfulness,”  And so the door was shut.,

‘Come not again, I have no need of thee,”

And often triumphed o’er by doubt, when none
Wero near to aid, Isaw the Counsellor §
Beneath his touch I felt my weak heart stir?

Thensigh,  Lord, not Thy willbut mine be done,”

Alas! alas! the joyous Christmas bells,
That sound so merrily in others’ cars,
But open up the plain of bygone years,
Through which the stream of mem'ry falls or
swolls, o

Sometimes when bruised and broken by the
length o
Of a fierco war with sin, whosoe lovely facoe’
’ Yearned longingly to my withheld embrace,
I conhucgcd'—yes-but was it my own strength

That saved me? That sure strength on 'which
Tlcan? . LR
Or did the Saviour stand beside me there?

To him X gave no thanks, I mado no prayer, -

And yet tho weight of tho unknown, unscen’

Isheavy onme., What of Heaven's bliss
Would wo not give for one touch of his hand?
What faith for just tho power to understand?

What joy for His own garments’ hem tokiss?

Oh, heav'nly Child, who comes so oft in vain,
Yoar after year with gifts of love and pence,
Broak our hard hearts, and bid our doubtings

censo,

And mako us littlo children onco again,

—Ethehwyn Wetherald in The Week,

s

“PEACE ON EARTH! GOOD WILL
- TO MEN.”

BY MARY D, BRINE.

Ero the old year descends his throne,
And Inyshis crown aside,
A holy Festival he keeps,—
Tho joyous Christmas-tide.
And far and near the bells we hear,
Throughout the Christian land,
Ringing the tidings which all hearts

_ Should know and understand.

O happy Christmas-tide, which helps
Us feel how near and dear
To human lives, and human hearts,
Though life be bright, or drear,
Tho blessed Saviour Ioves to be,
And bids us trust his love,

" E'en though all crowned with majesty,
Ho reigns in heaven above. ’

O aro thero hearts whero strifo haslain 7
Orlives by malice marred ? .
Havoe there been words and deedsunkind ¢
' Aro tender memories scarred 1
Then harken to the Christmas bellst
TWWhat message do they givet—
"Tis “Pcace on carth! Good will to men!”
And}-by it men should live, ,

Dear Lord, with close of Christmas-tide,
The dear old year must die! \ -
What record, Saviour of mankind,
Must go to Theo on high? ,
, Forgive the past, 1ot pence unito ) -
All hearts in teuth and love, R
Tho while the Christmas cheer shall teach
Thy messago from above.

'HAVE YOU A MOTHER?

Have you a mother ¥ If so, honor and |7,

love her. If she is aged, doall in your
power to cheer her declining years. Her
hair may have bleached, her eyes may
have dimmed, her'brow may contain deep
and unsightly furrows, her cheeks may be
sunken ; but you should never forget the
holy love and tender care she has had for
you. In years gohe by she has kissed
away from your cheek the troubled tear;
she has soothed and petted you when all
else appeared againstyou'; she has watched
over and nursed you with a tender care
known only to a mother ; sho has sympa-
thized with you in adversity ; she has been
proud .of your success. You may be
despised by all around you, yet that loving
mother stands as an apologist for all your
shortcomings, With all that disintercsted
affection, would it not be ungrateful in you
if in her declining years you failed to re-

‘[ ciprocate her love and houor her as your

best, tried friend?  We have no respect
for & man or woman who neglects an aged
mother. If you have a mother, love her,
and do all in your power to make ler
happy.—Christivn at Work,
———— e
SCHOLARS’ NOTES.
(From International Question Book.)”

LESSON XIII.—DECEMBER 29,

REVIEW, )

* GOLDEN TEXT.

And heshall be like atreoplanted by the rivers
of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his sea.
son ; hisleaf also shall not wither: and whatso-.

~

ever ho doeth shall prosper. A

DAILY READINGS,

M. Prov, 23:1.33,

T, TIsn.5:125. P

W. 1 Cor. 3:9-27, e

Th, Prov, 20:1-30, v

TF. Dan.1:12i, Co

Sa. Prov, 24:1-31,

Su. Rom. 6:1-23,

Prriop,—Eighty yoars B.c. 1055 to 975. '
%’L‘\c&-«Pulestme, centering around Jeru.
salom.
Prornets.—Samuel, Nathan, Ahijah, Gad,
Kinas.—~David and Solomon. -
QUESTIONS.

: KING DAVID,

I, EArLy LIFE.—When and where wag David

born? His parents? His dutics? His appear- It

ance? What feats of strength and skill did he
perform? How was he infroduced into Saul's
court? ‘Where and how did ho spend thoe rest of
hislife till he was thirty years old? :

II. Tug SoLnIER.—~What qualities ‘did David
show as & soldier? Name some of his.battlps
and victories. Washo ever defeated? How dfd'
he organize his army? - (L Chron. 27.) '

ITL, Tne KiNxg.—When was David made king?
At what nge? Howlorig washisrcign? Inwhat
twocnpitals? When was he made ki'nﬁ over all
Isracl? How fardid hiskingdomextend? What
was tha state of the kingdom under him? What
were his gunlitics as a king?

IV. Tne POET.—What poemsdid David write?
‘Washe thefirst great writerof hymns? For what
use were many of the Psalms prepared? How
can hymns writtensolong ago be helpful to us?

V. VARIED EXPERIENCES,—What wero some
of David'sgreat trinls in hisearlylifc? Did these
grow out of his own fuults? How did they work
out good for him? What were some of the trials
of hig Iater life? Were these the fruitof hissins?
Was hislife on the whole a happy_and success-
fullifo? How old was he when he died 7

VI, ReLigious Lire,.—What was the goneral
character of David's religiouslifel Was he fault-
Iess? ‘Was hison the whole a good, and noble,
and sincerely religions lifc? What docs God say
of him? (1 Kings'15:5.) What did he do when
ho had fallen into sin? What does this show?
What do you {ind in him to avoid? What to
imitate? .

KING SOLOMON. -

I. EARLY LIFE.—When and where was Solomon
born? The names of his father and mother?
How old was he when he became king?

II. His Wisnoa.—What great choice did he
make? What is said of his wisdom? In what
ways did he show it? -

III. His KiNepoM,~Traco outon the map the
cxtent of Solomon’s kingdom, (1 Kings 4 :20,21;
2 Chron, 9:26.) What promise was fulfilled in
this? (Gen. 15:18.2L) What do you know of its
riches? itscommerce? its power? its glory? De.
scribo tho visit of the Queen of Sheba, :

IV. Tne TEMPLE.—WHhat was tho great ovenl
of hig reign? Give somo description of the
',tl‘cnep'lo. For what did Solomon pray in reference

0 it? ’

V. His WRITINGS.~What books of the Bibla
did Solomon write? What else did he write?
What is the character of the Proverbs? Whal
can you tell about tho Book of Eeclesiastes ¢

VI. His FarL—What led Solomon into sin?

| Into what sin did he fallf What sad conse.

quences followed ?
V11 Crosk or mis_Lire—~How long did he
reign? In what year did he die? At what age?

Why wasnot the promise of long life fulfilled |

What do you find in his life and character to
imitate? What to avoid?} ‘

FIRST QUARTER,
BTUDIES IN LUKE,
. LESSON I.--JANUARY 5,
THE FORERU_N N. ER(‘if}';\YN OUNCED.—Luke 1:
GOLDEN TEXT. '
“Bohold, I will send my messenger, and ho

shall prepare the way before me."--Mal, 81 1,

turies ngo, the present year wounld have been
*Av D, 1894, § '

.ing.in their home? .

. HOME READINGS, - :
M. " Luko 1:1-22.—The Forcrunner Announced, -

.. Mal. 3:1-18,.—The Forcrunner Foretold, |
W. Phil. 2:1-18,—!*Blameless and Harmless,” -
Th, Psalm, 141:1-10.—Prayer ag Incénse,

F. Heb, 1:1.14,—Ministering Spirits.

S. Num. 6:1-8.—The Law of the Nazarite. -

S. 1Kings 18: 21-46,—The Work of Elijah.’

' LESSON PLAN.

1. 'The Childless Pair, va, 57,
IL. The Joyful Announcement, vs, 8-14.
III. Tho Honored Messenger, vs. 1517, -

TiMg—B, C. 6, toward the end of the veign of
Herod the Great, king of Judea; Augustus
Ceesar, emperor of Rome. .

PracE.~Jcrusalem, in the temple, .

Norg.—Our Saviour was born.B.c, 4, o four
years before the date from which we mumber onr
years A.D. {Anno Dominl, the year of our Lord),

£ this mistake had not becn made many cen-

OPENING WORDS.

, Lke beging his Gospel with a brief introdne-
tion (vs. 1-4), in which he gives his reason for
writing and the sourcea upon which he. had
drawn for {nformation. Then follows in the re:
mainder of this first chapter n record of facts
preceding and connected Avith the birth of Jesus
which is_found only in this Gospel. Our lesson
to-day tells ug of the parents of Johi the Baptist;
and of the nnmineintion to thein that they shonld
have n son who would be the forerithner of the
promised Messinh for whoso coming the world
was \waiting. -

HELP IN STUDYING THE LESSON.

V. §, Herod.—Herod the Great, the founder of
thé Herod family. Course of 4bia—one of the
twenty-four classes into which the priests were
divided, 1Chron, 24:1,4, 10, V. 6. Rightcous-
ness before God—in a righteous state as God saw
them. ~ Walking—babitually living. Command-
ments—moral precepts. Ordinances—rites and
customsapnointed by God. Blameless—without
fault. - 'V. 7. TVell strickenin yeqra—quite ok,
V.8 Before God—at God'y altarin the templs,
V.0, His lot—his appointed serviee, &is arranged
among the, priests. JIncense—n compound af
sweet-smelling gums for burning. (See Ex. 303.
1-10 ; Num. 16:1-40.) The temple—here the holy
place. V. 10. Without—in the temple-courts.
V. 11. dnangel—~aheavenly messenger sent from
God, V. 13. Thy prayer~for n son, and for
the coming of the Messiah, Is heard—~with
favor, and shall be - answered, V. 15, Drink
neither wine—a Nazarite specially set apart to
God’s service. (Seo Num, 6:1-.) . Filled with
the Hog/ Ghost—made holy and guided by him.
V. 16. Shall helurn—cause to forsake their sins.
V.17, Byorc him—before the Messinh, Flias—
Elijah.  T'o furn the_hearts—to heal family dis.
sensions, Prepared—ready to receive the
Messiah, ) :

QUESTIONS,

INTRODUCTORY.—Who wrote this Gospel?
What doyou knowabouthim? Whatothor boolk
in the New Testament did_he write? Titie of
thislesson? GoldenText? ‘LessonPlan? Time?
Place? Memory verses? ;

I Tne CarLoLess PAIR, ve. 57. Who wag
Zacharins? Meaning of the course of Abia?
From whom was Elizabeth descended? What
avas the character of this pnir?  What was lack-

- II; THE JOYFUL ANNOUNCEMENT. vs, 8-14.
"What duty was assigned to Zacharias as apricst?
Where was the incense burned? Where were
the people during this service? Whatwere they
doing? Who nx_')pen.red to Zacharing? How did
the sight aftect him? What joyful announce-
ment did ‘the angel make? What name  was
Zacharias to give his son? What should his
birth bring to his parents? What to others?

IIT, Tne HONORED MESSENGER, Vs, 15-17.—
What was this son to be in the sightof the Lord ?
What_was foretold concerning his manner of
life? Whatspecial blessing wounld behis? What
would be the result of his preaching? Before
whom would he go?

WHAT HAVE I LEARNED?

1. That there have always been ({zodd veople in
the world even in tho most wicked times, -

2. That.woshould seek to be blameless and pure
in all our lifo, : -

3, That God sends his angels to comfort his peo-
plc and minister to them.

4, That God both hears and answers prayer.

5, That while Christ our High Priest offers in-
tercession for us within, ‘we should be praying
without, . )
QUESTIONS FOR REVIEW,

1, Who was Zacharins? Ans..A priest in the
tisnc of Herod the Great.

2. What was his _character? Ans, Mo was
righteous before God. :

3. Who appearcd to Zacharins in the temple?
Ans, An angel of the Lord.

4, What, did tho angel promiso him? Ans. A
son who should be a prophet. .

5. Who was thisson? Ans, John the Baptist
tha forcrunner of the Messiah, «

—_—
LESSON CALENDAR.
(Fourth Quartcr.) ]
. Oct. 6. The tribezs united under David

2 Sam. 5:1-12,
. Oct, 13i ;l;ho Ark brought to Zion, 2 Sam.

Oct. éo.' Darid's Thanksgiving Prayer. 2
Sam, 7:1820.
Oct. ,2,7' Sin, Forgiveness, and Peaco, Ps.

32: 1-11. R
Nov. 3, David’s Rebellious Son., 2 Sam, 15:

=12

Nov: 10, David's Gricf for Absalom. 2 Sam,
Nov, 17. David's Last Words, 2 Sam. 23:

Nov, %{. Solomon’s Wise Choice. 1Xings3:
2-19, . .

9, Decs}. The Temyss dedicated. 1 Kings 8:

10. Dee, 8, Solomon and the Queen of Sheba, 1

Kings 10: 1-13. .

“11. Dee. 15, Solomon’s Fall. 1 Kings11:4-13,
12, Dee. f‘lz (23&3%0 of ‘Solomon's Reign. 1XKings
13. Dec, 20, Review and Tem[icrancc. Prov.
"9'35t ,
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