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THE CATHOLIC.

"o gret rid of the testimony of Saint James, who
. Lis Catholic cpistlo 8o clearly inculcates tho ne-
Lessity of good warks together with faith; and as
of writing purposely agninst this impious article of
.fihe Protestant Creed, compares their fuith wt h-
.« works to the belief of devils; thou belicvest,
«ayshe, thou dost well: the devils believe and trem-
te: Ch, 2. v, 17. 19. to get rid of this unanswer-
\ble testimony, the Arch-reformer, Luther, who

Juc” at nothing, had the antichristian audacity to |8

strike this cpistle out of tho cannonical code of
Scopturc. stiling it contemptuously an epistle of
«fraw: though his followers hive since thought pro-
serto replace it Yet ho had moro reasons than
one for disliking particulasly thisepistle; forincul-
< ated also, intho plainest terms, as we have seen
‘bove, two rather troublesome Sacraments which
he wished to abolish, confession uf our sins to
man; «nd extreme unction,

XXviit
oF THE POSSIBILITY OF KCEPITG GOD’S

COMMANDMENTS.

Protestants deny not only the merit and utility,
but even the possibility of good works. for in the
Scotch Presbyterian Chatechicm we read, as anar-
ticle of their faith, that no ‘mere man since the fall
of Adam, with cny grace reccived in this life, is a-
ble perfectly to keep God’'s commandments; but-do-
¢tk daily break them in thought, word, and dced.

God is thus blasphemously declared to be a
reeek and foohsh Legislator; a week one, innot be-~
ing able though acknowledged omnipotent, to make
Lis laws be kept; since with any grace he can give
hie cannot enable us to observe them; a foolish one;
i enacting lawz which no one can possibly keep.
ow contrary is this,to the doctrine of Scripture,
where we read that Zacharius and Llizabeth were
tuth just befure God; walking in all the command-
~nentsand justifications of the Lord without blame.
Luke. 1. 6. Will they then blame those who were

these things? This exclamation shews the distance
of the avents foresecu. \

Verse, 2.—They shall coma in galleys from Itu-
ly.  They shall overcome the Assyriuns; and shull
wasie the Hebrews: and at the lust, they themselves
shall perish, R .

Clapter 25.—Wessee in this chapter from the ri-

our with which God punished the fornication of
lis people with the daugkters of Madian, how detes:
tablo the sin of impurity is in his sight.

Chapter 27—Verse 12.—.#nd God saidto Jl{«;ses:

rom
thence the land which £ will give to the children of]
Israel.

Moscs and Aaron had offend~d God by their dif-
fidence shewn inhis word to thein, when he bade
Moses smite tho rock with his rol _and thus bring
forth wafer from it, to quench the thirst of the mul-
titude. He had heen roerely biddento smite the
rock; but, as if doubﬁn% he smote it once and
again, Numb. 20, 11. Thercfore he, andlus bro-
ther Aaron, who shared in his difidence, were de-
fnved of the happiness of entering the promised
and, towards which_they had been conducting the
children of Isracl, Dieut. 49. .

But under the veil of this prohibition there is a
mystery concealed. Moses and Aaron, represent-

the autharities in the Jewish dispensation; orthe
synagogfie; which was not fit to introduce the spi-
ntua%lsraelites into the fpreﬁg\n'cd and trueland f
promise, thekingdom of heaven. 'They who enter
that Iand, must pass the Jordan (in baptism) under
the command of the prefigured Joshua, or Jesus,
the Saviour, and fight and conquer under his ban-
ner. 'This is the one, whom Moses hegs the Lord
would provide to be over hie people; 2o go out andin
before them, to leud them out, and bring them in;
lest they should be as sheep without a shepherd, The
prayer of Moses was that of ali the just in the syna-
gogue, whom he here represents: andby whom the
promised Messiah was ever a=iously desired and
expected. Joshua is therciore chosen by Almigh-
ty God, as all those must be, who are duly appoint-
cd to conduct his pcople: and commissioned in the
Ercscncc of all by Moses: who, luying kis hands on

is heed, repented all things that the Lord had com-
manded. 'Thus are still consecrated ‘he luwful
guides of God’s Ecoplc, and shepherds of Christ’s
one fold, very unlike our modern, self sen?, reform-
ers. ‘These enter not in by the door into the jfold:

0 up intothis mow. dain, Abarim; and view

blamcless defore God; and say. they daily broke
his commandments in every way possible, in|
thought, word and deed? Yet, 1if thow twilt enfery
“nto Life, says Christ, heep the commundments.|
Math. 19. 17. Fle who loves me keeps my com-i
wandments; he who loves me not Keeps not my com-
nandnents, John, 14. 15, 21, 23, 24.%c.

Butthis article of the Presbyterian’s Creed is
evidently as absurd as false and blasphemous. For
1 affirms of every one what is impossible to any
ue; that he daily breaks Gods commandments in

thought, word and deed. e wmay indeed break
~ome commandment daily; but must he so break
all, and that too i Lhought, word, and deed® Or if
Le keeps some, why may ho not keep oll? Or
-hould he daily Lill in thought, or in word, thourh
this last way of killing is not very intclligibfr
wust he also daily killtn  Deed? the worst of sin
ners then s not so bad a wretch, as this wretched
{(}lasphcmy would make the very best of Chrise
ans.

To be continucd.

BIBLICAL NOTICBS AND EXPLANA TIONS,

NUMBERS. Continged.

Yerse, 93.—.4nd toking up his arable, again
heeaid: dlast who shall icei,, :rhmp God gh:ﬁ Z’O

but climb up enother way; and ave styled by our Sa-
viour Zhicves and robbers,  John, 10, 1.

Afler what has been prermsed on the several
sacrifices und their accompanying rites, 1t were
needless to dwell any Jonzer on those enumerated
and commanded in the two following Chapters ; as
their meanings have already been generally ex-
plained.

In the next chapter God sanctions vows, and|
directs how they are to be made.  If they are now
unlawful, as protestants pretend; let them shew

words, the icligion of the Jews and the rehgion of
the Chiristians are the same religion; as in both,
the same God was worshipped ;3 the same virtuea
were inculeated : the same sins forbidden: the
same Saviour was looked upfo. The whole hope
ol the synagogue was in the Saviour to come. The
whole hope of the Christian Church, is in the smne
Suviour, who has come. The only difference bes
tween them 3 and a fatal one tor” the Jews, is that.
aswas foretold : these last disowned and chccxcci
the Saviour when comes; and the christians ac-
knowiedged and received him, The Jews clung
to the prefiguring rites: the Christians 1o their
fulfilment in the Saviour’s institution.

Chapter, kxxiil.—9.—The twelre fountains of
wuters, and seventy palm  trees, round which the
Ismclites encamped, arc considered as prefiguring
the twelve Apostles, and the first disciples,

Verse 52.—Destroy all the inhabitants of that
Land. Beat down their pillars, and breal: in piec-
es their stutues; and waste all their high places:
cleansing the land, and dwelling in it; for I have
given it to you for a possession,

God, the arbiter of life and death: and the just
judge ard punisber of the wicked, who can use
what instruments of his vengeance he pleases, or-
ders his people ta.destroy the inhabitants of Canaan;
the measure of whose imquity was full.  Every bo-
dy acquainted with history knows, what murderous
use the first reformers made of this order given by
God to his peopleto root out and destroy the Ca-
naanite, the Hethite, the Jebusitethe Amalechite §c.
and how, like the dovil tempting Christ, they fturn-
ed the sacred textto suit theic own selfish views,
and forward their iniquitous purposes, to exteri -
nate tha Catholics, whom they dencunced as an
idolatrous and accursed race; and cetablish them-
sclves, the self-styled people of God, iu their stead.
They adopted the order,as addressed to themselves;
and acted upon it to the utmost extent of theiv
power.  Who Las not heard of the furious ha-
rangucs, ofa John Knox, that truc son of . 4polly-
on the destroyer; and of the demolishing deeds of
his fanatical followers. In cvery comer of Scot-
land, once a respected kingdom, from the rins of
so many churches, abhcys, monasteries, and nun-
neries, the hallowed haunts of piety and learning;
the assylums of the peacéful followers of Christ:
the verry stones themselves cry out against him zud
his desolating maniacs. Contemplate next on serip-
ture authority the ruthless was-waging covinantess.

1 Next the bleody-hotrors of theCromwellian usurpg -

jtion; the civil massacres of felloww-christians and
I!’cllow countrymen—all  based upon scripture
jinlerpreted  to the aggressor’s sole acccunt.
Need T 1 2ution the same perversion and pro-
jfonation of the mest holy word of God, still
,practiced in the swearing dens of the Orange bloud
,and plunder boys 1 They are the champiens com-

in all the seripture, when or where God ever
abolished them, 7 came not, says our Suviour, lo
abolish, bul to fulfil the law.—Mat. v. 17,

Chapter xxxii.—The tnbes of Ruben and Gad,
and the half tribe of Manasses, who obtained|
their inheritance on the near side of the Jordon,|
and before crossing it with Joshua; represeni
thase of the people of God, who, before the crming!
of our Saviour, and his institution of baptiens,
were saved, without that sacrament. Such,  how-|
ever, reccived their desired portion only on con-
dition of fighting with the rest of their bhrcthren,
under the command of Joshua; 1ill all their
enemi s were subdued.  This was spiritually done
by the ist in the synagogue, who believing in the
S:n"mur 1o come, and practising thosc virtues,
which he afterwards more fully and cleatly incul-
cated; were joined in faith and practice with
3 » who, under the real Joshua, passed the

'manded to root out the Pupish amalechile, 'To
!|hcr§x alone is justly due the iuberitance of the Ca-
tholic forfcited soil, O! the darkest page in Bri-
jlish history 3 and for which some day, our pesterity
'\Y'u] blush ; is that which details in our islands tho
,rise and progress of the Refurmation. But where
-has it not caused cqual horrors at its very earliest
Jappearance?  Witliout describing the scenes of

jjdesolation caused in {ho scuthof Franee by the

Albigences: the rebellicus wars of the Anabaptist
fanatics 3 or the civil commotions raised in Ger-
many by the new and never licard of doctrines of
Huss amd Wicklifie : let us oply reflect on what
human blaed was spilt in France in the wars nised
oy the rebel Hugonots ; and then let us uot alto-
gether condemn those sovereigns, who thought it
necessary {o lake measures to exclude from their.
dominions the desolating mania of self*taught
scriptural interpretation ; and a doctrinal or dogmia-+
tizing, not a merat, reformation.

rdon, and deleated 1their cncmies.
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