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clusive, reference here to, the Messiah. Another example of
this kind of reference to a real person occurs in Isaiah lxi. 1-3,
-where the original reference is to the prophet himself 'Who
writes the passage. Aithougli he may be speakingc of himself
in a representative character, stili he here declares the true
nature of his own misasion, which -was pre-erninently one of
comfort and instruction.

It is useless, however, to multiply examples. By adopting
the ordinary inetbods of prophetical interpretation, expositors
eontinually claim 'a reference to Christ where no such reference
exists. They inconsistentiy apply to bum stncb portions of a
passage as suit their purpose, overlooking or ignoring the fact
that other portions of the passag,,e are utterly inapplicable to
bite. Isaiah xi. 1-10, for instance, contains many expressions
that are not at all applicable Vo, the Christiani Messiab. Even
the very sacred chapter, Isaiah liii., thougli M~essianie ini its
application, contains passages which are not strictly Messianic,
and which cannot be appropriately applied to Christ. The
ninth verse of this chapter bas not been applied to, him, by the
Evangelists, and should not be applied to bim by any one. To
try to torture the original into a translation suitable for sucb
an application, as Ilengstenberg bas tried to tortuire it, is repre-
hensible. Sucli torturing of Seripture, together with the
-multiplying of types, the capitalizing of letters a-ad the printing
of chapter-headings, bas created and perpetuatedl error in thie
Christian Church respecting p'rophecy for centuries.

Before eoncluding this division of the subject, let us sum up
briefiy the resuits of this discussion of the import of Messianie
prophecy. kn the Primeval age, there isno Messqianicprophecy
whatever, in the narrower sense, of the terni; that is, there is no
passage whieh ref ers to, a personal Mfessýiab. luthe Patriarehal
and Mosaie ages, there are only germs of Messianic propbecy;
that is, there are only germinal conceptions from which the
Messianie idea wvas developed. In the Davidie age, there is
also no Messianie propbecy, in the strict sense of the terni;
that is, there is no passage that does noV, refer originally to a
definite historie person, « for,> as JRiehni remark «doos uny
single expression oceur which goes beyond what, according Vo
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