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;' misgions. Remember for s momennt how they have
::*boon made to believe in immersion as the only Bible
. " mode of baptism. Pastors have preached on baptism,
" and prayed about baptism, and administeréd baptism,
" and had,controveraies over baptism, and our denomina-
tional papers have had editorials on baptism, and com-
municated articles on baptisms, and paragraphs on
- baptiem, and letters on bsptism, and news from the
churches about baptism, until baptism, -baptism, baptism,
ia the word that has been made ring in the Baptist heart
and conscience. Qur people are strong on baptism.
Some of them are so strong on it, they are weak on othor
' things. Now the fact that we are so thoroughly indoc-
"trinated on baptism is a gratifying fact, and contains a
' guggestion as to how wo may become indoctrinated in
missions. We must preach about missions, pray about
missions, write about missions. 'We must keep the facta
about missions, and above all, the Bible doctrine of giv-
ing for missions before our people. Doubtless you have
. madoa mistake in preaching on missions only once a yoar,
and that when a collection was in view. The people
agsociated the subjoct of missions with an intoard struggle
against giving money. They were nover permitted, by
the pt\sbor’s( preaching, to look at the great doctrine of
misgiona by iteelf, apart from appeals for money, as the
coramand of Christ to all believers. Hence missions to
them do not mean a binding duty, a glorious privilege
and act of loving loyalty to Christ. %u short they are
not edueated, indoctrinated, rooted and grounded in the
Bible teaching about missions. My advice to you (and
experience justifies it) is this : Lot the doctrine of mis-
sions have o prominent place in your regular preachin,
from Bunday to Sunday. Pray for the missionariea Ang
boards from time to time. Circulate tracts among your
people quiotly, which will present to them the various
mission fields. Send to the Foreign Miasion Board in
Richmond if you desire tracts, and you can got them free.
A1l this when no collectiou is in view. Create missionary
conviction first, then your collection will be easy. The
reason 80 little money is raised by many appeals for
missions is, that there is nothing to appeal to. wickion,
convislion, conviciion, this is the first thing, the last thing
. and the middle thing to be kept in mind by pastors if
we are ever to bring our churches up to their true measure
of duty. 1 am o prophet, but I make a predicton, that
the pastor who sots earnestly about creating missionary
conviction will rejoice in greatly enlarged collections and
soon have a vevived church along all lines of Christian
activity. s never sails. Try it.—The Miss. Jour.

STATE OF RELIGION IN THE FIVE REPUBLICS
OF CENTRAL AMERICA.

Ropeatedly comes the request, ‘‘Tell us of the needs
of Central America and the work for Christ which is
boing dono there,” and we are thus assured that our work
and tts wanta are borne above on-the winga of Smyer from
many a mission circle in the dear home land. Geod, in
Bie great love, has caused to be removed every oxteraal
obatacle which would forbid the advancement of His
kindom here. Centrgl America is open to-the gospel, and
the few faithful workers are pleading for reinforcomonts.

GuaTemars. —A change came over the Republic of

_Guatemala in 1871 when Qeneral Barrios became Presi-
“dent. Priests wore no longer allowed to walk the streots
- .in ecclesinstical vestmenta ; the processions, so caloulated
" .ta'deludo the people, were suppressed, and the nunneries
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were oponod bt;pxihlid gaze. Soventoon years Iater, this =~

reformer was ed by a traitor when on his way to
Salvador to institute a roform there. Bince then the
processions have been partly revived and the ocloisters
undisturbed ; but the government is no longer ruled by,
Catholiciam. All are privileged to worship God -
cording to the dictates of their own consclence, and
now it is time for the Ohurch of Christ to plant her
standard here. Skepticism and infidelity are gaining
round ; the evil one is on the slert and will, if poasible,
ecoive the very elect.

This Christmas week every devout Roman Catholic has
a nascimiento at home. This is a sort of basket usually
made of tiesue or gilt paper containing a doll, partly nude
or gayly dressed, according to the ]iﬁimz. or days the
streets have been full of these for sale, as well as of many
small images, pictures and all kinds of Ohristmas adorn-
ings. Yosterday being the President’s birthday, the
city was gayly decked with flags, and in the ovening
public buildings were literally cavered with lanterns,
while music and firoworks filled the air—a scene ropro-
senting a strange mixture of political and religious motive.
These people are always colebrating. Hardly a week
passes without a feast or holiday of some kind.

Ours is the only mission in this Republic of 1,500,000
inhabitants, having one station in thia city (Guatemala),
with a branch interest at 8an Augudtin and a hopeful
outlook at Quezaltenango. Are not two missionaries
with their wives, two native preachers and a teacher, a
small force? Education and commerce sre fast advancing
down here, but the Sabbath is profaned and God's name
dishonored everywhere.

NicaraGua has & population of mearly 300,000, The
Roman Catholic religion is protected by the constitution,
but recont legislation has opened the door to Protestant-
ism. Government no longer supports tho priesthood and
promises to proteot missionaries.
a emall Episcopal Mission, among the Moskito Indiana,
is well known, The majority as these 6,000 Indians are
Protostant Ohristians, and -aid the Missions liberally
socording to their means. When they wero told that
tho Republic had taken charge of the Resorve and that
they might revert to their old customs, have open saloons,
work on Bunday and have as many wives as they pleased,
they were indignaut, and exclaimed, ‘‘ We have just come
out of heathen dsrkness, and now these people want to
push usdackward into it.” .

Honpuras is the most backward of the Central
American Republics, but less fanatical and more willing
to hear tho gospel thau some others. Foreigners aro
protected, though not well received on account of s
political difference in which they sided ngainst the
government. There is an English Mothodist Mission
among the mnegroes at- Puerto Cortez. There was a
native mission, but the missionary died, the sohool was
abandoned apd nothing has been done for two years.
The olimate is trying, but the need -is great. These
376,000 inhabitants, mostly Indians, are partially civilized
but wholly without the gospel.

S8aLvaror has no missions. This Republic is woll
advanced commercially, is donsely popdlated and full of

At Groytown there is |

Roman Catholic churches and priests, who are supported -

by government. There are' many Germans, a few of
whom are anxious for a Protestant interest.

- CosTa Riva has & mission at Port Limon under the
Jamaica Baptists. Also the *‘Céntral America Mission”
which is uedenominational and supported by free con-

tributions.  Five mistionarica axe doing good wark at -




