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into a beliet of his lolty pretension: ¢ If mouscignenr the cardinal is
sick, let him come to me, and I will cure him; if he is well, he has no
need of me, I none of him.”  This reply had the desired effeet, and the
imbecile cardinal sought the aeguaintance which the charlatan had
seemed so indifferent to cultivate.

Shortly after, Cagliostro visited Paris, where he became involved with
ihe Cardinal de Rohan and the Countess de la Motte-Valois in the cele-
brated swindling transaction of the diamend necklace, which attracted
at the time the attention of all Europe, and still exeites great interest
amony the learned.

The history, or rather the romance, of this diamond necklace is worth
telling in brief words. Boehmer, the king's jeweler at Paris, had ex-
hausted all his skill and resources in the construction of a diamond
necklace, which he hoped to dispuse of to the Duchess du Barry, one of
the roval mistresses.  But the necklace, when completed, was ot such
exoriitant value—not less than seventy thousand pounds, or almost
half a million of dollavs—as 1o be beyoud the purchasing power of even
a king's favorite.  The necklace therefore remained on the jeweler’s
hands for three years, as so much dead and locked-up eapital.  In vain
did he attemypt to excite the cupidity ot the queen, Mavie Antoinette :
she felt that it was o luxury in which she dared not indulge, in the
crippled condition of the French finances.  But there were others who
had seen and Jonged for the possession of the costly gaud.  The Coun-
toss de Valois, an adventuress about the court, resolved upon 2 siupen-
dous scheme of fraud, through which she might obtain the coveted
prize, and convert its gems into ready money.  She invited to her
assistzuee Cagliostro, who who was then in Paris, working at his
Beyptian masoury, and. through his influence over the Cardinal Roban,
securcd the complicity, innocent or guilty as it may be, of the eredulous
prince. A woman muned d'Oliva—some say it was Valois herself, of
whose name Oliva was most probably the anagram—was engaged 10
personate the queen, and through a contract, to which the forged sig-
nature of Marie Autvinette was ailixed, and through the guarantee
afforded by the cardinal—who however daimed that he was himself
deceived - Bochmer was induced to surrender the necklace to the
-countess for the queen, as he supposed, on terms of payment in install-
ments. But the first installment, and then the seeond, remaining un-
paid, the jeweler, becoming impatient for his money, made a personal
application to the queen, when for the first time the fraud was discovered.
In the meantime the necklace had disappeared.  But it was known thau
the countess, from a state of indigence, had suddenly risen to the pos-
session of wealth ; that her hushand, de la Motte, had been in England
selling diamonds ; for the necklace, too costly 1o be sold as a whole,
could be more readily disposed of when taken to picces; and that Cag-
liostro, 100, was in possession of funds, for which hardly the income of
his Bgyptian masonry would account.  The Cardinal de Rohan alone
appears to have derived no pecaniary advantage from the transaction.
IIe was, however, mrrested, and placed in the Bastile, whither he was
speedily followed by his two accomplices, the countess and Cagliostro.
The cardinal, either because no evidence could be found of his guili—
for he stoutly asserted Lis innocence—or because of his cecleastieal
character, was soon liberated. But as a suspicion still hovered over
him, he was banishzd from the court.  The countess and Cagliostro en-
dured a longer imprisonment, but were subsequently released from



