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THE CAMP FIRE

The present is n good time to deal
with this matter.  Prohibitory by-
laws may now be passed by municipal
councils wnd submitted to & vote of
the electors at the approaching
municipal election. By this means
expense will be avoided. Under this
wise legislation the lignor trafic may
be abolished in a large portion of the
Province of Ontario on the first of
May, 1807,
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LICENSE LAW AMENDMENTS.

A deputation of prohibition workers
. will shortly wait upon the Ontario
Government to ask for certain needed
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qu The plebigcite cannot be taken before
and by sending in facts or arguments that . .
might be of interext or use to our workaors, next year. It is absolutely impossible

The editor will be thankful for correspondence
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Under the present restrictive license
laws of the ditferent Canadian Pro-
vinces the liquor traffic is confined
within compuaratively small limits. The
laws for the punishment of illicit liguor
selling have been gradually becoming
more severe and more effective,

At the same time there has been
growing up an evil of a serious
character, with which the officers of
the law are either unable or unwilling
to deal. In our large cities and
towns there are heing multiplied
clubs, in which the sale of liquor is
systematically carried on, often regard-
less of all the conditions about hours,
ete., which are imposed upon regular
'licensees. In some cases we under-
{stand the charters issued to Clubs
| anthorize this liquor selling.

reform. Our limited space will compel conden-
sation. Noletter for publication should contain
more than two hundred words —if ~horter,
still better.

| vote before the parliamentary session of | This action we cannot understund.

come entirely into force immediately
on its enactment.

1808. Such legislation will not likely |

We have thecefore the licensed
Aignor traffic on our hands for some
years to come, except in so far as we
get rid of it by the powers now vested
in electors by existing legislation.
The Scott Act is available, The
1 Ontario Local Option Law is available,
edly preparation for the coming cam-, Other restrictive measures are avail-
paign. It would be folly to waste time | able. There are, however, many other
in discussing the question of the desir. respects in which the liquor traffic
ability or undesirability of the plebis. | may be effectually curtailed by pro-
cite plan. The contest is coming and | vincial legisiation. It is for the
we must be ready for it. 'attainment of this result that the

The struggle will he such as we have ;uction above set out is about to be
never experienced before in the history | taken.

of the temperance reform in (‘anada. . The Provincial Convention held in
This will be becanse there never before Toronto in July  recommended a

was & coutest that meant so much to - certain number of proposed amend-
either the liquor traffic or the pro.. ments to thelicense law. Others will

hibition cause. joccur to the minds of temperance
It will not be an indefinite vote, the ' workers, Anyone who has any
usefulness of which will depend upon 'valuable idea regarding this matter
some other undecided question, as was Will confer 1 favor by sending the
the case when the provincial plebiscites ! same speedily to the Secretary of the
were held. The leader of the Dominion - Dominion Alliance.
Parlinment has pledged himself to
obey the voice of the people. No one
questions the right of the Dominion PARLIAMENTARY LIQUOR SELLING
Parliament. to enact the necessvy
legislation. The vote will be for the  The Dominion  Parliamemt in the
life or death of the legalized liguor session which has just closed took an
teatfc. “advance step that will have the warin

TORONTO, OCTOBER, 1896.

THE DUTY OF THE HOUR.

The duty of the hour, as far as pro-
hibitionists are concerned, ix undoubt-

The best thought and zeal and effort approval of the people of Canada,;

of all our forces must be consecrated to including many who are not total
this crusade.  No helper however weak abstainers, as well as those who arve
or humble can be relieved from duty, ardent advocates of temperance. No
If we are united and true to the stu-'liguor selling is to be carried on any
pendous responsibility of this great longer in the House of Commons,
opportunity we shall win the victory' [Itis not simply that the bar is sup-
for which we have long hoped and pressed, but that the sale of liguor is
toiled ard prayed. prohibited. The representatives of the
We therefore earnestly press upon people have shown their appreciation
all our workers the importance of the of public opinion, consistency and right

action recommended by the Dominion . principle.  The fact that there was in |

Alliance, namely, the formation in'this act some self restraint, and some
every municipality of a special organ confession  of  former wrong-doing
ization for the purpose of planning takes the course adopted all the more
and careying out. the details of the commendable. It was unsclfish,

campaign  which  will  shortly  be straightforward and manly.
inaugurated. " The Senate, slower to move, less

amenable to public opinion and com-:

LOCAL OPTION.

' posed of older men with more fixedness
“of habit, has not gone so far. It has,
- -however, made a step. The sale of
A number of inquiries have come Lo figuor in the Senate restaurant must
the office of this puper regarding the he confined exclusively to Senators,
provisions of the Ontario Local Option  This will limit materially the evil of
Law. A pamphlet has been prepared ! which that institution is capable.
setting out the details of the law, and  Why should this action have hcen

The law of the land absolutely pro-
hibits the sale of liguor without license.
How the Government can authorize
the doing, on any pretesi, of what the
statutes expressly forbid is what we
cannot comprehend.

The difficulty, however, may easily
be dealt with. The Legislatures can
pass laws providing that liquor selling
in (lubs shall be governed by the law
that relates to liquor selling elsewhere.
This will etfectnally stop Club liquor
selling on Sundays and out of hours.
It will permit of the inspection of
('lub premises by the license law
officials. It will abolish many of the
abuses connected with the present
system,

In all probability many Clubs that
now dispense Jiguor would not put
themselves in the position of heing
recognized liguor selling institutions,
They would simply get along without

NO OPPOSITION.

We have as many tewperance
societies in operation as it is wise to
endeavor to support. The organiza-
tion recommended for the plebiscite
campaign is not in any sense & new
society or a rival of any existing
institution,

It is manifest. that no temperance
lodge, no single church, can conduct
the campaign upon which we are
entering in any locality. ‘None of these
organizations takes in the whole com-
wmunity, Each of them has other work
to do. The members of all of them
may, however, unite for the time
being, in a special committee or league
to look after this particular work.

It is not proposed that there should
be a new society with weekly mieet-
ings, high membership fees and de-
manding the continued attention of
any set of workers. Our forces should
bhe organized more as are the political
parties. We want in every centre a
deflnite organization, that will be to
some extent dormant except when
needed, but will be ready for the fight
when it comes. There will then be
responsible officers who will summon
the rank and flie of the workers, with
whowmn our central body can corres-
pond, and in which all regular organ-
izations may co-operate.

1t will thus be seen that the Alliance
or League or Union or Club organized
for the plebiscite campaign will bhe
simply the Union Committee of ull
organizations, the bond which will
unite them for effective work, the
weapon with which they may strike
effective blows, th- thie. coh
which they may e
effective for the SEITFNRY
liquor traffic and the -.
right principle embodiewu it wis: e Ticy
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liquor at all, to the advantage of their
 members and their elevation in public !
;opininn. It is sincerely to be hoped’
that at their next sessions the Pro-!
vincial Legislatures will deal with this .
important watter. i

f T |
| THE TRAIL OF THE SERPENT, '
| It is hard to be patient with the
“many delays in our progress towards -
leffective legislation against the drink |
tevil. This is specially the case when
we read the shocking details that every |
day's newspapers furnish of ulmost!
i incredible outrage, brutality and crime,

' the direct result of the liguor traffic.

It would be impossible to present in

Iin the most condensed form, a state-
ment of the heart-sickening details of
“atrocities  perpetrated on  innocent
victims in Christian lands, equal in

tality of Turks towards helpless

Armeninns, It ismarvellous that men
[ can look on this appalling curse with
lany complacency. [t is mournful to
find them face to face with it, discuss-
ing such comparatively unimportant
details as the question of revenue, or
the desivability of compensating the
men who are growing rich out of this
debauchery and sin, when the religious
sentiment of a Christian nation says
[ their murder and rapine shall cense.

barbatity to the worst recorded bru. !

TO CAMPAICNERS.

A GREAT WORK--A GREAT
.OFFER.

You need full information regarding
the statistical facts of the liquor traffic
and the prohibition movement. You
can get in the hound volume of The
VANGUARD the most complete com-
pendinm of such information ever
published. It is apecialty full in rela-
tion to Canadian matters. Invaluable
to platform speakers and students,
over 650 pages, strong cloth binding,
carefully indexed,

For one dollar (if sent in at
once) you may seocure this valu-
able book, sent postage prepaid,

imd also THE CAMP FIRE up
this paper from month to month, even!

till Decomber 1807,

This is A marvellous doliar's worth of
i literature, hoth in point of cheapness
| and important character, Addvess
i F. 8. SFENCE
81 Confederation Life Bldg.
Toronto,

FOR THE CAMPAICN.

The Camp FlRl:is a monthly paper
full of bright, fresh pointed convincing
facts and arguments. It is just what
is needed for campaign work, to inspire
workers, and win recruits, It will be
supplied for distribution on the follow-
ing terms :—

. Twenty coples will be sent to
| any one address every month for

giving information regarding the necessary? Ottawa is part of theE Yet the whole infernal system is sus- ! six months, or ten copies for one
necessary procedure to secure local "Province of Ontario. The territory |tained by legislative authorization,  Year for ONE DOLLAR, payable

prohibition thereunder. ,upon which the Parlinment Buildings
Any friend of the temperance cause ' stand is under Provincial control, So
who desires a copy of this pamphlet far ns we have been able to learn no
may obtain the same by stating his ' license has been issued to take effect in
wish on a post card addressed to F. 8. | the Parliament Buildings. [t seems to
Spence, 51 Confederation Life Building, i us that any liquor selling there is
Torouto. It is specially requested I utterly illegal, that the man who sells
that parties taking action on this line | and the man who buys are hoth direct
will send to same address information | violaters of the license law. Why has
of the action they are taking and its|not the local License Inspector taken
results. !aome action regarding the natter ?

| profit sharing by organized society, the
i patronage and approval of many
! thousands of professing Christians,
and, worst of all, the endorsement and
argument of men whose profession it
"is to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Surely cowardice, cupidity and cus.
tom are strong in this land. Have we
not more reason to mourn over our na-
tional sin and shame than to boast of
our civilization and Christianity.

.in advance.

On no other plan can a small invest-
ment be made to produce 8o much of
educative result. One hundred and
twenty copies may be placed in as
many homes, and have more than
HALF A THOUSAND readers. Onedollar
will cover this placing of the claims of
our cause before five hundred people
Ten dollars may reach FIVE THOUS-
| AND. WILL YOU HELP Us ?




