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dire penalty upoil inactivity, shouîld be taken
into accoumt in all the iiîîssnoiary work 'of the
Church. If we do not advance we imust go
back ; if ve da nlot add on to what we have
gained, the law of reaction sets in, apathy
takes the place of interest, and sool that dead-
Iy stupior of spiritual inertia follows, and then
even that wlhich we have, shall be taken away.
Froim all the mission fields we hear the cry,

'fTie harvest truly is ready, but the laborers
are fev." Never before lias the Churcli ex-
perienced sucli golden opportunitie, in the
heatlhen vorld, as at present. Ii China and
Japail especially, the doors are opening wide,
and the ollicial classes are taking cognizance of
the fact that the political, social and religiotus
security of tleir country lies in the proimulga-
tion of Christian truths.

li vicw of this serious situation, it behoves
the Chiurcli to guard against the law of spirit-
ual iiertia thiat stands ever readv to seize lold
of the lands tliat have becone feeble, and the
feet that have becoie wearv. This is the
lesson of the liour, vhein, înot lia ing reaclhed
the imleasure of our duty in the past, ievertle-
les, entirely new possessions come to us, and
deiand our aid.'' S>ri/ //iotn.s, N. Y.

WORK IN THE KLONDYKE.

I E S. P.G. Jission Field for Septeiber
contains a long article froi the Bislop
of Caledonia, the Righît Rev. Dr. Rid-

' ley, upon the Kloidvke and its Ap-
proaches. In it lie says the only practical
route througl Canadiain territory is up the
Stikine River and overland 16o miles to Lake
Testin, oo miles along the Iake (all of whici
part of the journey lies in lis Diocese of Cale-
donia) and about 350 miles down streai,
without any portage, by the rivers, to Dawson
City, wliclh is in the Diocese of Selkirk.

At the time of wvriting (probably June) lie
says there were 3,500 men betweci Wrangel,
on the Alaskan coast, and Telegrapli Creek,
the lead of navigation, of wlioi i,5oo wvere at
Glenora and 5oo at Telegrapli Creek. His
staff coisisted ai two clergy (one stationîed at
Port Essiigton) a iedical missionary and a
lady nurse and himîself, but hie hiad ainother
clergyman residing at Port Simpson whio was
ready ta come to lis lelp lon short notice.

The followinîg statemîient by the Bishîop is
worthy of careful notice and reneibrance.
Ile says : " What is also worthi knowing is
Ihai lhe Churci-h of En1/and was hh/irst iI/e
field as everybody is aware of and appreciates.
I have noticed a blustering assurance in certain
quarters intended to exhibit the superior ac-
tivity of n1on1-Episcopaliains, but I do.not sec
the superiority on the spot. lere we are in
full possessiol, with nothing lacking to ncet

ail the religious nîeeds of the floating popula-
tion, and the voik already lias rallied the
Church people to us and draws the nmajority of
the rest, who are religiously disposed, to our
services. The onlly other minister on the river
is a Presbyterian."

'l'le Bishop speaks of' Vrangel, the Amer-
ican town nlear the mîouth of tl.a River Stikine,
as "l one of the nmost miserable places of' resi-
dence," the climate being extreiely wet and
generally disagreeable. le states that "mnuch
suffering and loss have been met with by the
railway and shipping conferences misrepre-
senting facts about Kloindyke and its ap-
proaches. Newspapers have suppressed the
trutlh and disseminîated lies in the interests of
local trade." Referring to the dilliculties of
the way froni Wrangcel to Glenora, and the
absence of suillicient warning to gold seckers,
the Bishop adds :" The newspapers persisted
in enicouraging imen to go on, and they came
on, poor wretches, suiTering awful hardships
and loss. Nov and tlen a half-hearted warn-
ing was given, but the common strain nas 1full
of encouragement to push forward. This n as
in the interest of the railway s and steamers,
and was connived at b3 the Go' etrnmenits at
Ottawa and Victr'ria. It was a great con-
spiracy to wring money out of the credulous
crowds. A finer set of men I never met. The
rowdy element had no chance. Ever since
February mien have been trying to reacli Glen-
ora, a distance of about 140 miles, and yet at
this moment, from tlhe steamer deck, one is
rarely ( ut of siglit of sonie camp. Four
months wasted, besides the mîisery and peril !
Those men encamped never will succeed in
stemming this filerce river, and tleir sole hope
is the reduction of steamîer fares," which, lie
adds, are "l prohibitive and leartless."

The character and visdom of Bislop Ridley
is slhowin in the followinîg extract : " To avoid
the expense of buying land for Clurch parson-
ages when town sites have become costly, I
have been securing land in likely places so as
to he able to start work as soon as towns
spring up. Then I shah want help-and get
it. The past proves the faithifulness of God ;
no one knows thiat muchi better than I do. I
ask Hini, and trust Ilim to provide, to move
men's hearts to help, and He never fails me.
Often I have taken forward steps in this faith
andI have not retraced them. Nothing is so
deliglhtful as to go on trusting and working."

An incident vell worthîy of note and which
must have encouraged the good Bisliop, is
given by imin in closinîg his report :-" 1 nust
niow conclude-but one more word ; this is
Saturday and some young Churclhmen, learing
of the Celebratioi for to-morrow morning,
have walked n /hirteen miles to be present at
Commîî niunion."


