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does not rub out regularly from the boginning to the end of a lino.
This compels intense attention, cud devolops quicknosa and accu-
racy in observation. Tho sam. courso is adopted when orasing
music.

3. Tho staff is generally paintod on the board for music toaching.
4. Aome teachers keep a record of the work of the pupils on the

blackboard, ising crayons of differont color to mark failure in the
different subjects.

5.. In class exorcises for vocal culturo, brief selections are recited
calculatel to devolop clearness of articulation. The tone in which
the pupils are to speak in theso simultaneous exorcises is indicated
by the hoight at which the teacher holds lier band. A wbole clias
iyill chango with the greatest ease fron a martial to a conversa-
tional tone.

6. lI tcaching music, teachers in Cleveland tell the pupils te
sing the words of "Jack and Gill," or any other familiar piece,
giving the soundi written by the toacher on the board to the suc-
cessive words. This is botter than singing la, or any other sylla-
ble te cach sound. It must bo undorstood that the singing by the
pupils proceeds as the teacher writes the notes on the staff.

7. I witnessed a capital exercise in the class of Miss Stophan,
in the Clevoland training school, in which the little .folks (First
Book) made thoir own practical problens in arithmetic. Each
pupil wlen called on stated his own problem and immediately
solved it. This exerciso could"scarcely ho surpassod as a lauguago
lesson, independent of its utility as a discipline te the mind in
other ways.

8. Pupils are called upon te sng individually as well as te read
individually. This may .be ono, a lino at a time, or a vers3
at a timo. "Si Jimmy," bringu Jimmy te bis feet without hesi-
tation.

o CINCINNATI SPECIALTIES.
1. Blates. Every alate las te b scoured once a week, the frane

as weil as the slate itself. The "'home exercise " of pupils in the
loeir classes consiste in rulng their slates for arithmetic, spelling,
&o. Tlhero is a definite fori for corresponding grades te which ail
musa. adhere. The moral effect of these two rules in cultivating
habits of cleanhlness and exactneas can scarcely ho estimated.

2. Literary selectuns for recitation. Instead of using the recita-
tion hour for morc amusement, or devoting it te the training of a
few stars in declamation, one hour por week is spent in learning
and reciting the choicest literary gems of the English language.
A fow minutes are taken during the oponing exorcises usually te
teach the new selecticus. Eight lines must ho learned in overy
grade each week. The teacher teaches the seolections in school,
lino by lino from the blackboard, explaining the meaning as ahe
proceeds. The pupils repeat the goms individually, simultaneous-
ly, or by a combination of the two methods, se as te give as much
,variety as possible to the exorcises, and thus increase their interest.
A pupil who attends regularly will thus commit te memory over
forty selections in a year, and in a achool life of ton years will learn
about four hundred of the beat extracts from the best writers.

This practice ivas introduced by Mr. Piasloo throe years ago,
and has already given him a very wide and justly earned raputa-
tien. The bonefits that follow from it are many.

(a) It cultivates the memories of the pupils.
(b) It stores thoir momeries with the best writings at a time wlien

these memories are most retentivo.
(c) It is the best possible practical teaching of elocution. As the

teacher puts the now piece on the board, sho recites it lino by lino,
carefully noting and slightly exaggerating the pauses, inflections,
emphasis and tone, and is imitated by ber pupils. She repeats it
until thoy gave it in a manner te satisfy lier. The whole of the
work is don in a most spirited manner, se that after a couple of

years' practice it is next te impossible for a pupil te speak or road
in a drawliriq, monotonous manner.

(d) It assiste greatly in toaching composition. The pupils gain
'largo additions te their vocabularies ; these additions consist of the
words used by the bost authors, and more than that, thoy are
acquired in the conncotion in which they woro used by the highest
quthorities.

(c) Thn loarning of those solections constitutos one of the most
practicablo mothods of toaching a pure morality.

3. Celebration of Authors' birthdays. In ordor to awakon a doop-
or interost in American authors and thoir works, the birthdays of
leading writers are celebrated in the schools. For some timo pro-
viens te Longfellow's birthday the pupils learned clections from
bis works, and wero taught incidents connected with bis life. The
results of theso teachings woro embodied in essays, and the best of
these wore rend on celobration day. Tho selections from his works
wero aise rocited. Sucli exorcises are calculated te mako the pùpils
tako a personal interest in the authors whose birthdays thoy cala-
brato.
- John B. Peaslee, Ph. D., Superintendent of the Cincinnati Pub-
lic Scheels, is a man in the primo of life. lie is a capital combi-
nation of well-balanced physical and mental powers. Physically
ho combines strength, quickness, and endurance ; his prominent
mental characteristics are clearness, decision, concentration and
will power. Possessed of these characteristics ho na; urally directs
bis attention chiefly te one thing at a ti.ne. De lias . a this account
been called a hobbyist, but no one bas ventured te cah. iim a theorist.
The ruEtult which necessarly follows intense and pruoonged atten-
tion te one subject is gradual enlargoment of view and clearness of
perception as te its scopo and utility, se that Dr. Peaslee's reforme
have net been revolutions but'natural growths.

CLEVELAND SPECIALTIES.
While the schouls of Cleveland cannot b said te exhibit any

novolties, they have long been known in Europe as well as Amer-
ica te be fully equal to any in the United States. Te say this of
thom heraldas their praises moderately. Thora seemas te bo no
weak spot in the syston. This is what one would expect after
meeting Superintendent Rickoff, and learning that he lad been in
charge of the sohools for fourteen years. Balance, harmony,
growth, are noticeable everywhere. The features that attract the
attention of a visiter are :

1. There are no masters in the schools. I visited one school
building where a lady presided over thirty classes, and is in every
respect a success.

2. Thora is no disorder ither in the schoolrooms, in.tho yards,
or on the streets.

3. Thero seema te bo no :lirect restraint exercised by the
teachers.

4. The spirit manifested by th. teachers towards the pupils is
perhaps the most characteristic feature of the Cleveland schools.
They seem te have caught the true kindergarten spirit of regarding
children as beings te bo kindly led and judiciously guided.instead
of driven. They recognize the fact that the wisest way to eradi-
cate evil is te develop the pure and good:

SUPERINTENDENT RIcKoFF.
"What is the secret of Mr. Rickoff's power 2" I inquired of one

of his techers. "Ho inspires us," was the answer. No higher
praise could be given. Mr. Rickoff is past the meridian of life,
but he will never bo old. He appears te have retained the instincts
and sympathies of childhood in full vigor. His face shines when
ho speaks te a child, net from a sense of duty, or expedienoy,. but
because ,he cannot help it; not with a view of making the child
happy, but because doi:ag se adda to bis own happincas. Tender.


