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to be lost sight of. A faumer might better bring ]

peat several miles for the foregoing purpose than
not to have it. fu an ordinary family, as many as
five Jvads of akind of poudiette can thus be made,
not as cuncentrated nor as purtable as the article
buaglit uuder that name nour cities, but suffici-
ently su fur home use, and excellent for any siils
except peaty, and for any crops except it may be
fur puiatoes and othet rovts,  For cal'bages, w Leat,
corir, ot cluver, it would be first-rate. I used
for curn, and especially if used as a topdressing
for old muwing, it wouid be well to apply plaster
Klenlifully with it. I hnow of nothing that will

ring up red and white clover on an old mowing
like it

Many families make use of chloride of lime
as a deodoyizer or disinfecting agent about the
privy. ‘They pay foi it ten or twelve cents a
pound 5 and, at that, 1t 1s inetfectual unless used
1n cousiderable quantities. Peat is cheaper and
better. When peat can not by any means be
obtained, black, vegetable mould fiom the edgze
of the wood, or wherever great quantities of
leaves have drifted together aud decayed, will
answer. If this cannot be obtained, there is a
sort of home-made chloride of lime, which can
be prepared easily, and is worth more for
agricultural purpuses than it costs.

To prepare 1, take one barrel of lime and one
bushel ot salt ; dissolve ihe salt in as hitle water
as will dissolve the whole ; slack the ime with
the water, putting on more water than will dry
slack it, so much that it will form a very thick
paste ; this will not take all the water ; put on,
therefore, a little of the remainder daily, ull the
lime has taken the whole. The resalt will be a
sort of impure chloride of lime; buta very power-
ful deodorizer, equally goad, for all ont-door pur-
poses, with the article bought uander that name
at the apothecary’s, and costing not one-twentieth
part as much. This should be keptundera shed
or some out-building. 1t should be kept most,
and 1t may be applied wherever oftensive odors
are generated, wath the assurance that it wiil be
etfecuve to purify the air, and will add to the
value ot the manure much more than it costs.
It would be well for every farmer to prepare a
quanuity of this and have it always on hand.

Aguin, he says:

Night-svil should be removed to the land
every spring.  Its value, as a fertilizer is greatly
eieased, if mixed with six or eight times i
bulk of dtied peat or swamp mud. Its value
wouid be still more increased if the peat or mad,
i dry staie, coull have been throwa in with
it Jaily, ur ouce in a few days during the previous
year 5 aud this eitiier wuwn or wiihout (better
wituy a lade plaster, would have prevented the
smeil fiom that source, which is tow ofica uoaced
abuut premises.  Poudrette can be prepared iu
this way at little expense, and quit: as effecuve
as much that isuffered in market at a highes price.
Night-soil is valuable for grass-land, amd for al)
hinds of grain.  In whatever form it is used, it
chould be spread thinly over a lo & surface,
father than be put in large quanuues in oue
place,

There is another article to which the last
remath applies with great force. Itisold plaster-
tug fiom the walls of rooms. This contains
sihcate of lime, and what is of more value than
all the rest, nitrute of lime. This lastis a very
suluble salt, and issu valuable for any of the grain
crops, but mute especially for wheat, that not a
patticle of it should be lost.  Every ounce of old
plastering should be put upon the field. Even
the rubbish of old biick walls should be pounded
ap aud puiufon the land. Bul this and old
plasteiiug should be -pread thinly over a large
surface. Probably a ton of either, if mixed with
a compost that was to cover five acres, would
beuefit the first year’s crop more than five tons
spread on a single acre.

Whether the new accupant of this farm should
go largely into the use of plaster, is a_question
for him to setile on the ground, He should, at
any rate, have some on hand to use about man-
ures. ‘There is a strong presumption in favor of
plaster on a farm upon which nothing is known
of its effects by experience. e should inquire
of his neighbors. If their testimony is agmnst
the use of plaster in that region, lef itm nol be-
lieve it, but let him make the trial for himself.
He may make it on a small scale at first, so as
not o injure hira much ifit fails.  If, on the other
hand, the testimony of the neighborhood isfavora-
ble to the use of plaster, he might take it as un-
doubted. A hundred neighborhoods have testifi-
ed falsely against the use of plaster in their par-
ticular location to where one has over-estimated
its value. Very few are the locations where
plaster isnot worth the purchase-money, or more.

It is very true that plaster cannot be velied
vpon alone. Itisnol a manure in the fullest
sense of the word. It contains but two ingre-
dients, and those are not all that § ants need.
Plants covld not grow in plaster alone, but that
does not prove that they should have none. The
truth is, i acls partly as a manure—feeding
the plants with its sulphuric acid and lime, the
very ingiedients which clover,corn, potatoes, and
some other crops, largely require—and partly as
a stimulant—hastening. by its lime, the decay
of vegetable matter in the soil.  In other words,
it feeds the plant a port of their food, and it
hurries the vegetable matter in the soil to feed
tnem more. QOn dry soils it performs -another
important office—that of altracting moisture.
Sume say it has not this effect. I kuow very
well that in its unaltered state it has not.  Setan
open barrel of plaster in the air, and it will remain
diy.  Bat it dves not long remain unaltered about
the roots of plauts. The sulphuric acid and the
lime pait company, and iu their transformations
they peiform the three offices I have deseribed—
feed the plants, convert half-decomposed matter
into vegelable nulrimen! and allract Roisture
Srom the air and from the sub-soil. This last
office is inpurtant ou lands thatare dry., Oa wet
lands it shuuld not be used till they have been
thoroughly drained.

Plaster will not Jo well permanently withont
other maanre. It requires that orgzanic mater
should be present.  Ia pastdies, thisis supplied
by the dioppings of the caitle and by the




