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a remarkably fine bird, which while continuing to beat its
wings violently against the fallen tree on which it was pes—
ched, had its neck outstretched and its gaze intently fixed on
some object below. Tempted by the size and beauty of the
bird Gerald fired and it fell to the earth. He advanced,
stooped, and was in the act of picking it up, when a sharp
2nd well known rattle was heard to issue from beneath the
log. The warning was sufficient to save him had he con-
sented even for an instant to forego his prize, but accustomed
to meet with these reptiles on almost every excursion of the
kind, and never having sustained any injury from them, he
persevered in disengaging the partridge from some briers with
which, in falling, it had got entangled. Before he could again
raise himself an enormous rattlesnake had darted upon him,
and stung with rage perhaps at being deprived of its victim,
had severely bitten him above the left wrist. The instant-
aneous pang that darted throughout the whole limb caused
Gerald to utter an exclamation, and dropping the bird, he
sank almost fainting on the log whence his enemy had
attacked him.

The cry of agony reached, Henry Grantham, as he was
carelessly awaiting his brother’s return, and at once forget-
ting their temporary extrangement, and full of eager love
and apprehension—-he flew to ascertain the nature of the in-
jury. To his surprise and horror he remarked that, although
not a minute had elapsed since the fangs of the reptile had
penetrated into the flesh, the arm was already considerably
inflamed and exhibiting then a dark and discolored hue.
That a remedy was at hand he knew, but what it was, and
how to be applied he was not aware, the Indians alone being
in possession of the secret. Deemingthat Sambo might have
some knowledge of the kind, he now made the woods echo
with the sound of his name, in a manner that could not fail
to startle and alarm the whole of the scattered party. Soon
afterwards the rustling of forms was heard in various direc-
tions, as they forced themselves through the underwood, and




