
An Accont ôf Cochin-China@'764.
BoR RI - Lai, into which F. Alexander Rhodes of

b--1r%-ý Avignon made hi3 way thro' Cacbi».Cbina;
and this kin.crdom, 1 am of opinion, can-
not but border upon that of Tibet, newly
difcovered; which 1 am apt to believe, as
well by reafon of the extent and length of
the land of 9 îbet and bordérs of Lai, bc-

ca u fé by the greatnefs and com pafs of tÈcfc
two kingdoms, it feems impoffible that ainëother land fhould lie betwixt them; as 2 0
much more on account of what the fame

làthers who were therc relate of Tibet,
who report that the firtl.ieft province of

Tibet caftward borders upon, and trades
wi-.h a people, who féil thern raw filk and
fine diffirs, like thofé of Cbina, and fuch
like commodities, which we know Tun-

cbim abounds in, and full theni to the
Lans.

Thr é.-à- As to the government of this kingdorn
vcrniiiý:r:. it is hereditary, and ruled as follows:

The fupr-me regal dignity rerides in ont
they cali Buna ; 'but bc of himfelf dm no-

thing at ail, ail things being left to his
fivourite, whorn they call Cbimua, whofé
power is fo abfolute both in peace and
wàr, thar bc is come by dcg!cýs to own

M no feMrior; the Buna remaining in his
royal palace, quite cut ofF from all ma-
nagement of the publick affairs, fatisfied
with an exteriour refpetc-t due to him as a

fort of facred perfon, and with the apcho-
rity of making laws, and confirming ail

cdiéts. When the Cbiuua dies, bc always
endeaAurs to have his fon fucceed him

in the governinent; but for the mofl part
it falis out that the tutors of thofe forts
afpiring themfclvcs to that dignity, endea-

vour to murder thern, and by that means

poirefs themfelves of the dignity of Cbi»4.
cr. The Cbiuua's powcr is fo great, that

fuitable to the bignefs of the kingdom, bc
is able to bring into the n'eld threc or four
times the number of men as the king of
Cocbin- Cbina, whofe army as was faid above

amounts to Soooo men. 'Nor is it any

difficult matter for the Cbi»a, as of= as
bc pin. lès, tO mife 300000 armed men or
more, becaufe the prime lords of his king-
dom, fuch as amofig us, ddkes, inarquef-
fés, and earls, arc obligd in time of war

to furniih them at their -own expence. The
Bana"s ftrength is not above 4oooo men

for his guard. Yet bc is always own'd
as fuperiour to the Cbiaiýa of Tuncbim,

by the king of Cocbin-Chinaý and by
that -other Cbiuma, we obferv'd in the

firft book to bc fled into the rovince bor-
dering upon Cbina, tho' tiWe arc continu-

ally at war againft one anocher ; and the
king of Lais bordering upon Tuncbit», pays

him a certain tribute.
Themfore when we fay this crown is bc- sacceffion

reditary, it is to bc und,:rftood only in re-
férence to the bona whofe childmn always.
fuccecd, the royal race being continued in
his family. This is as much as I thought

fit briefly to fay of the kingdom of Ton-
cbim, from what 1 could Icarn of it till rny
return into Ewvpe.

Since then 1 have been infortWd, that
F. .7ulian Baldisolle, an Iialian bom ar Pif-
toria in Tufcany, was férit inco that king-
dom to make forne way for the gofpel, and
arriv'd from Macao at th i Ti bi;wse Ca iinc

after a month's fail. As for w t tbi faid
father found in chat country, what pafs'd

berween the king and him, the folemnity
of hiý receprion, and the firft fouridation
bc laid for Chriftianity, 1 refer the reader
to the account given lately by that father
himfelf; and we arc Rill expeffing frelh
advices from the other fathers, as F. Peter
M, r ues a Portuguefi, and F. Aex«der

RZ7ies of fiignon, who wie faid before had
been in Cocbïn-Cbina and arc there fli.11

enin 'riftians. We therefor h
th leCfé kingdoms of Tivnchim and

cbin-Cbina, wHI foon bc united to the flock
of the church, acknowledging and giving
the due obedience to the univeffal paftor and
vicar Of Cli RIST our LoR D on t-arth.

The CON CL US ION.

T is not pofrible but that fuch as have
Icaft inclination to the diféovery of the

world, and arc moft affcEted to, their own
countries and homes, muit bc excited by

this fhort account to defire to fS not y
the varicty but the truth of fuch it
things, which tho' they bc not fiupernatu-
ral, niay yet bc term'd miracles or nature.
Such arc thofe 1 have faid 1 faw in Cocbin-
Cbina, a land as to its climate and fcalons of
the ycar ýabitablc, by rcafon of the fruit-
fulnefs of its foâ abounding in provifions,
fruit, birds, and beafts, and the Ica, in
choice and delicious fifh ; and moft hcalthy,
becaulc of the cxcclIcnt =pcr of the air,

infomuch that thofe people do not yet
know whac the plague is. It is rich
in gold, filver., filk, Calambd, and other
things of grcat value, fit for trade by rcafon
of the ports and refort of ail nations - peace-
able, becaufe of theirloving, gencrous, and

fweet difýofition: and lattly fecure,. nor
only by the valour and bravery of the Co-
cbin-Cbineês accounted fuch by other coun-
cries, and their ftore of arms, and ikill in

managing thern ; but even by nature, which
bas lhut it in on the one fide by the féza,
and. on the other by the rocky Alpi, and*
uncouth mountains of the Ke»tcir. This is
that part of the carth call'd C«bin-Cbina,

which


