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The zo-
vernmicne.

Lai, iato which F. Alexander Rbodes of
Avignon made his way thro® Cocbin-Cbhina ;
and this kingdom, 1 am of opinion, can-
not but border upon that of Tibet, newly
difcovered; which I am apt to believe, as
well by reafon of the extent and length of
the land of Tibet and bordérs of Lai, be-
caufe by the greatnefsand compafs of thefc
two kingdoms, it feems impofible that an
other land fhould lie betwixt them ; as alfo
much more on account of what the fame
fathers who were there relate of Tibes,
who report that the fartheft province of
Tibet eafltward borders upon, and trades
with a people, who fell them raw filk and
fine difhes, like thofe of China, and fuch
like commodities, which we know Tuxn-
¢bim abounds in, and fcll them to the
Laiis. '

As to the government of this kingdom
it is hereditary, and ruled as follows:
The fupreme 1 dignity refides in one
they call Buna ; but he of himfclf does no-

thing at all, all things being left to his -

favourite, whom they il Chivua, whofe

- power is fo abfolute both in peace and

war, that he is come by degrees to own
no fuperior; the Buna remaining in his
royal palace, quite cut off from all ma-
nagement of the publick affairs, fatisfied
with an exteriour refpe& due to him asa
fort of facred perfon, and with the aptho-
rity of making laws, and confirming all
edicts. When the Chixua dics, he always
endeavours to have his fon fucceed him
in the government; but for the mofl part
it falls out that the tutors of thofe fons
afpiring themfelves to that dignity, endea-
vour to murder them, and by that means
poflefs themfelves of the dignity of Chiua.

The Chiuua’s power is fo great, that
fuitable to the bignefs of the kingdom, he
is able to bring into the ficld three or four
times the number of men as the king of
Cocbin-China, whofc armyas was faid above
amounts to 8oocoo men. Nor is it any
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difficult matter for the Chivua, as often as
he pleafes, to raife 300000 armed men or
more, becaufe the prime lords of his king-
dom, fuch as among us, dikes, inarquef-
fes, and earls, are oblig’d in time of war -
to furnith them at theirown expence. The
Buna's ftrength is not above 40000 men
for his guard.  Yet he is always own’d
as fuperiour to the Chivua of Tunchim,
by the king of Cocbin-China, and by
that other Chivua, we obferv’d in the
firft book to be fled into the province bor-
dering upon Cbina, tho' thefe are continu-
ally at war againft one another; and the
king of Lais bordering upon Tunchim, pays
him a certain tribute.

Therefore when we fay this crown is he- Succeflion
reditary, it is to be underflood only in re-
ference to the buna whofe children always
fucceed, the royal race being continued in
his family. his is as much as I thought
fit briefly to fay of the kingdom of Tun-
chim, from what I could learn of it till my
return into Egrope.

Since then I have been inform’d, thae
F. Fulian Baldinotte, an Italian born at Pif-
toria in Tufcamy, was fent into that king-
dom to make fome way for the gofpel, and
arriv’d from Macao at the city Tuncbim,
after a month’s fail.  As for what the faid
father found in that country, what pafs’d
between the king and him, the folemnity
of his receprion, and the firft foundation
he laid for Chriftianity, I refer the reader
to the account given lately by that father
himfelf; and we are ftill expeting frefh
advices from the other fathers, as F. Peter
Marques a Portuguefs, and F. Alexander
Rbojes of Avignon, who we faid before had
been in Cocbin-China and are there ftill

ining Chriftians. We therefore ho

th thefe kingdoms of Tunchim and
chin-Cbina, will foon be united to the flock
of the church, acknowledging and giving
the due obedience to the univerfal paftorand -
vicar of Curist our Lorp on carth.

The CONCLUSION.

‘T is not poffiblc but that fuch as have
leaft inclination to the difcovery of the
world, and are moft affe¢ted to their own
countries and homes, muft be excited by
this thort account to defire to fee not only
the variety but the truth of fuch ftrange
things, which tho’ they be not {upernatu-
ral, may yet be term’d miracles of nature.
Such arc thofe I have faid I faw in Cocbin-
Clina, aland as to its climate and feafons of
the year habitable, by reafon of the fruit-
fulnefs of its foil abounding in provifions,
fruit, birds, and beafts, and the fea, in
choice and delicious fith ; and moft halthy,

becaule of the excellent temper of the air,

infomuch that thofe people do not yet
know what the plague is. It is nch
in gold, filver, filk, Calambd, and other
things of great value, fit for trade by reafon
of the ports and refort of all nations: peace-
able, becaufe of their loving, generous, and
fweet difpofition: and laftly fecure, not
only by the valour and bravery of the Co-
cbin-Cbinefes accounted fuch by other coun-
tries, and their ftore of arms, and fkill in

ing them ; but even by nature, which
has fhut it in on the one fide by the fqa,
and on the other by the rocky Alps, and’
uncouth mountains of the Kemois. This is
that part of the carth call’d Cocbin-Cb}i{:aﬁ
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