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traced the Miflouri for eight hundred miles due wett,
found a vaft lake, on which inhabited two or three great
nations, much more civilized than other Indians; and favs,
that out of this lake a great river difembogues itfelf into the
South Sea.—2uery—Does not this river fcem to be the.
Oregan of Captain Meares ?

Charlevoix, vol. 1i. p. 225 of the Englith tranflation,
meentions a great lake very far to the weft of the Miffiffipi,
on the banks of which are a people refembling the French, with
buttons on their cloaths, living in cities, and ufing horfes in
Axnting the buffalo: that they are cloathed with the fkins of
shat animal ; but without any arms but the bow and arrow.

Boff, in his account of l.ouifiana, vol. i. page 182, fays
that he had been informed by the Indians of a nation of
eloathed people, far to the weftward of the Miffiffipi, who
inhabited great villages builr with white fiones, navigated in
great piragnas on the great falt watcr lakes, and were governed
by one grand defpotic chief, who fent great armies into the field.

It defesves attention that the Mafotatas of Charlevoix,
and the Masocantes of Coxe feem to rctain fomething of
Madoc in their names.

Boffu, page 393, obferves that « Powel, an Fnglith wri-
ter, mentions, in his Hiftory of Wales, that, in the year
1170, there was a war in that country for the fucceflion to
the throne. A baftard took the crown from the legitimatc
children : one of the latter, whofec name was Madsc, em-
barked in order to make new difcoverics. Dirc&ting his
courfe to the weftward, he came to a country, the fertility
and beauty of which was amazing. As this country was
without inhabitants, Madoc fettled in it. Hakluit aflures
us that he made two or three voyages to England to fetch
inhabitants ; who, upon the account he gave of that fine
country, went to {ettle with him. The Englith belicve that
this Prince difcovered Firginia. Peter, Martyr {feems to give
a proof of it, when he fays that the nations of Firginia and
thofe of Guatimala celebrate the memory of one of their
ancient heroes, whom they call Madoc. Several modern
travellers have found ancient Britith words ufed by the
North American nations.- The celebrated Bithop Nie/olfon
believes that the Welck language has formed a confiderable
part of the languages of the American nations. There are
antiquarians who pretend that the Spaniards got their double
or ural / (//) from the Americans, who, according to
the Englitb, muft have got it from the Welch.” o
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