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for them, for the most of them are too rich if they're

a dollar ahead. There's few of them can stand thé
luxury of thirty dollars. When. they get a stake of
them dimensions, the most of them will stay no
longer after pay-day than John Brown stayed in
heaven. The most of them bang. it all away for
drink, and they are sure to come back again, but the
'prospectors' and chronic tramps only work to get
clothes and a flirting acquaintance with food, as. well
as money enough to make an affidavit to, and they

never come back again at all. Out of 8500 men
we had in one big work in Canada, 1500 to 2000

knocked off every month. Ninety per cent. came
back. They.had just been away for an old-fashioned

drunk."
It would be difficult to draw a parallel between.

these laborers and any class or condition of men in

the East. They were of every nationality where news

of gold-mines, of free settlers' sections, or of quick

fortunes in the New World had penetrated. I rec-

ognized Greeks, Finns, Hungarians, Danes, Scotch,

English, Irish, and Italians among them. Not a man

exhibited a coat, and all were tanned brown, and

were as spare and slender as excessively hard work

can make a man. There was not a superfluity or an

ornament in sight as they walked past me; not a

necktie, a finger-ring, nor a watch-chain. There were

some very intelligent faces and one or two fine ones

in the band. Two typical old-fashioned prospectors

especially attracted me. They were evidently of

gentle birth, but time and exposure had bent them,

and silvered their long, unkempt locks. Worse than
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