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‘Accuses Hon. Wm. Lurneof
Trying to Get btumme
Figures Reduced.

The Graphic is gn sale at the follow- |
i

| Fredericton, April 22—Serious char-
| ges against Hon. William Currie,
speskez of the legislature, laid by J.
| B. M. Baxter, ahortly before the house
lad]oumed at mianight were met with
|prompt and explicit denials by Mr.
| Currie in an affidavit read by Premier
Foster, and ir another affidavit
by Daniel E. Richards, with
| whom Mr. Currie is associated in the
“ilumbcr company whose operations
give rise to the charges. The char-
25 ges were made by Mr. Baxter in giv-
MO"L b‘l’?AGE CE.ARGES !mg notice of motion for Thursday
Hen. Mr. Baxter, leader of the Op-|next when he will move for the
pesition in the logal legislature arose! |the appointmeni of a committee of
im his place in the house on M\)r‘.da)"}wuse to investigate them. The prem-
and made certain charges agairst|ier assured the members that such a
Mon. Wm. Currie, representative for request would be granted and the
Restigouche and speaker of the lug- fullest investigation would be made as
idature, ami read an affidavit from promptly as possible.
Sealer Archibald Murchie substantia-!| It was at the close of the third sitt-
ting said charges. ing of a long day, as the hands of the
Here in Restigowcis, where the clock were nearly at twelve that Mr.
warties are known and having also in|Baxter arose and announced that he
mind certain other affidavits with | wished to give notice of motion. in-
which the name of Hon. lr Baxter‘vn|ving serious charges against a
has been He then read
Mon. Mr. Curric are not troubled an affidavit sxgned by Archibald Mur-|
about the outcome so far as he is chie, a former government lumber
personally | scaler, in wluch Murchie declared that
Any purson e text of Lhe'he had reduced hig~report on which |
affidavit, und vho know Mr. Murchie |stumpage is paid for #hy operations
and Mr. D. McAllister, before whom | of the C I Lumbet Con Y,
it was sworn, will recognize the fact | of Charlo, Restigouche county, of
that neither of these gentlemen pre-|which Hon. Mr, Currie is manager, by
pared the said affidavit. A w15er an amount of more than 2,000,000
head than- their’s was hehind the | feet, at Mr. Currie’s request. Mr.
work and it is not hard to recognize | Baxter then gave notice of motion for
the style of same. the appointment of a committec of
If there is any foundation for the ﬁve members of the house to investi-
charges as qtated if Sealer Murchie'gate the charges.
wid reduce his figures, either at the| Premier Foster announced that the
réquest of Mr. Richards or any cther members, especially on the govern-
werson, he certainly lays himself open | | meng, side, would not hesitate to grant
to a very serious criminal charge,|such a request with the least possible
and one which the Foster government, |delay. It was the policy of the gov-
if it wishes to retain the gonfidence ernment to investigate any charges
of the people, must investigate to the which might be made with as little
very bottom, and if Mr. Murchie is| delay as possible. The contents of
guilty the public will demand that he the affidavit he went on had beer
be punished. On the other hand if known to him for some time and had
the lumbermen are guilty, théy then|given him no little concern. He felt
wust pay the price. it his duty to bring the matter to the
In Restigouche the pertinent ques-|attention of the member so charged
tion is being asked if Scaler Murchie|and ask for an explanation. He had
would reduce his scale over two mil-|the explanation before him and felt
lions for his political enemies, how |it his duty to lay it before the house.
many millions would he reduce it for 3 s
his political “boss.” It is well known Mr. Baxter's Tactics.
that for years he has been a hench-| Mr. Baxter interjected that only the
man of a certain politican who is al- member charged had the right to
<o interested in lumbering ami the make a statement. The premier re-
.hought is being expressed that per-| plied that he had this information in
haps this many have had something |his possession and felt it his duty to
to do with the “lasting friendship” lay it before the members. He then|
which nvisted in that quarter up to Pro ceded to read an affidavit by Hon. |
the time Mr. Murchie was dismissed. | Mr. Currie in which the latter denied
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Vhen the committee is appointed | the charge in detail, specifically des- |

0 ote these charges we ‘mpe |cribed as wholly untrue the alleged |
that its powers will not be limited to conversation reported in the Murchie
this certain charge, but that it be affidavit. He declared that no such
empowered to investigate the m'xtter ccnversation had occurred, and that
for some years back and we feel sure| | he had no knowledge of any reduction |
that Restigoucre County will ~ontri-| | such as described by Murchie.
bute some spicy evidence before ':md‘ Hoa. Mr. Foster then started to
ommittee. rend an affidavit by Daniel Richards,
Let the investigation be thorcugh | president of the lumber company, but
and down to the bettom. was interrupted by Mr. Baxter who
protested that this was not the prac-
| tice of the house and asked if the
SOLDIERS OF THE SOIL. ‘case was to be tried before the mot-
Many of our boys, who are too|ion had reached the house. The
voung to go to the firing line, but|premier remarked that it would be|
arr filled with the war spirit are to|only fair to the member charged to
b given an opportunity fo do war | place before the house all the informa- |
work which is just as important ﬁshmn in his possession and, as Mr.
I ’|\ ing the enemy in the trenches. | Baxter still protested, the Premier|
is proposed to raise an army of fasked the consent ¢f the house. There|
)0 boys in Canada for hurm%el]‘hung no further protest except that
Every City and Tewnlof My xter, he r Mr. Richard’s
rovince is required to use ev- ‘anux avit, in whicn the latter exonerat- |
t to enlist boys for farm V\Oﬂ\‘((l Mr. Currie of all knowledge of any |
s of age to nincteen in-|matter such as deséribed by Murchie.!
Immediately after this the house
Hn ese boys will have to sign for at|adjourned.
lcast three months in crder to obtain oy ¢
recognition as Scldiers of the soil. WG DD

In addition to salary the boy who
serves for threc months. or ymore will
be presented with a National Bronze
Medal by the Duminion Government.
Those boys who are up to the requir-
ed standard in their schocl work at
the last of May, will be advanced as
though they had regularly completed
their school year, provided that they
satisfactorily complete the term of
their enlistment.

Boys will shortly be asked to en-
roll amd we know that Campbellton
and Restigcuche will be in the fore-
front as in all other war work.

THE ANTI-LOAFING LAW.

Already several municipalities have
proceeded to round up ther loafers
The rule that every man who is able
must work or go to prison is a nec-
essary one in these times, amd it has
been welcomed by those who do wcrk
and from whose earnings tha loafers,

directly or indirectly, must be fed'and|.

lodged. The regulations set forth

in the recent order-in-courcil are

there: |

1. Xvery male person residing ini the
Dominion cf Canada shall be re-

In his affidavit, Mr. Murchie, swears
that he was appointed in 1908 by the
government as lumber scaler of all
lumber cut on crcwn lands along all
streams flowing into the Bay Chaleur
in District No. 5, county of ‘Resti-
gcuche, and acted as such until the
summer of 1917. While so acting it
was his duty to scale the lumber cut

cognized educational institu-
tion.

Usually. employed in some
useful occupation and tem-
p&mnly unémployed owing
to differences with his em-

plcyers common to similiar
employees with the same em-
ployer.

Physically \mﬂt to comply
with- the provisions of the
law as herein
Unable to obtain within
reasonable distance any kind
of émplcyment which he is
physically able to perform at
current wages - for nimﬂu
employment.

The guilty may be fined $100
and costs or imprisoned for six mon-
“hs in jail or on a prison farm. The
anti-loafing order, by the way, is a

inder of the useful of prison

" farms, for when a man cah work and
will nct do so the prison farm is the
proper sure, 'To put him in jail and
feod him at the expense of the work-
ars is a poor practice. The regula-
sions give the police an effective wea-

by the different operators llon¢ the
said rivers on ¢rown lands &nd make
a yearly report of each season’s cit
lt.o the government, ou which report
the, st were

That all crown lumber cut during the
logging season of 1916 and 1917 h,y
the Continental Lumber Co., Ltd., of
Charlo, Restiguoche eonnty, of which
|Hon William Currie is manger, was

cut in the district over which he had
;been acting as surveyor, that all such
|lumber was scaled and counted by
|himself and his counters and the re-
| port of the scale and count was made
by him about April 12th, 1917, to be
forwarded to the government.

That upon the completion of the re-
port he in company with Joseph La-
Pointe, went to the office of the Conti-
nental Lumber Co., and saw William
Currie, the manager, whom he knew
to be a member of the legislature and
that Mr. Currie took him into his pri-
vate office and talked with him priv-
ately regarding the lumber cut by the
company on crown lands, and that this
conversation took place after all op-
erators such as this company had re-
|ceived reports from their old scalers
|and that he believed Mr. Currie then
| knew how much lumber had been cut
on crown lands for his company.

Murchie goes on to say that Mr.
Currie told him that he should not
|make his report too high but should
keep it as low as possible, and in re-
ply to his inquiry how much should
make it, said that he should not make
it more than 4,500,000 feet and ur-
‘zentlv requested-him to keep his re-
port down to that figure. He then
asked Mr. Currie if he would see him

nrig'nt if he would make the reduction |-

and Mr. Currie replied: “We won’t
use the axe and by next election you
fellows will be voting for us. We
do not interd to do like the old gov-
ernment, namely, fire men that have
done all right and put worse men in
| their places.”

Murchie says that he asked Mr.
Currie if trouble would not arise if the
government should learn of it, and if
Mr. Currie would look after him and
that Mr. Currie replied that if he
made the reduction he would have
nothing to fear. He says he then
told Mr. Currie that he would reduce
his report. Murchie says that he
then went home and made out a new
statement, which showed a total of
4.615,562 feet, reducing the former
total of 6,780,852, by the amount of
2,165,290 feet, not only reducing the
amounts cut by the different camp
foremen by keeping out entirely the
|names of some operators cf the com-
pany and their operations. He says
he believed that Mr. Currie paid the
stumpage bill of the company on this
last statement, and that the reduction
was made at the request of Mr. Cur-
rie.

Mr. Currie’s Denial.

i Hon. Mr. Currie’s affidavit was as
follows:

| I, William Currie, of Charlo in the
couniy of Restigouche, and province

|of New Brunswick, do solemnly de-

clare:

! 1. That I have read over what pur-
| ports to be a copy of the affidavit of
Axchibald Murchie, of the parish of
Durham, in the county of Restigouche,
lumber scaler, sworn to on the twenty-

| second day of March, 1918, before D.

| McAllister, a notary public.

2. That I am the manager of the
Continental Lumber Co., Ltd., and
Daniel Richards, of Campbellton, is
the president of the said company.

3. That some time in the spring of
11917 the said Archibald Murchie did
|come to the office of the said Contin-
ental Lumber Company, Limited, and
|I saw him in my office on the said
|occasicn, and when there the sald
; Murchie did make some mention to me
of a scale of the lumber for that year.
| Previous to th: date of his being at
'the office as sforesaid, the said Da.del
Richards, president of the said lumber
| company, had infcrmed me that the
| amount of scale of the iumber cut by
tho said compiny on crown lands dur-
ing the preceding winter had beea ad-
justed at a figuie between 4,500,000
and 5,000,000 feet. I am now unable
to state the exact amount. That the
said Archibald Murchie never gave me
any estimate made by him of the
total of the company's cut and never
told me the amount of the estimate
made by him, and I have never at any
time, either then or since, seén any
estimate made by the said Murchie
{of the said cut, amd I have nd know-
ledge of any estimate made by him
other than the amount of the state-
ment regeived !rom the crown land
office.

4. That at tne time the said Murchie
was at the office aforesaid, I had no
information as to the total amount cut
by the said company. At that time
the company had not had complete| .
returns from its various operators,
and the company had made no scale
of its own operations.

5. That I never at any time asked
the said Murchic to reduce the amount
of his scale or to return to the crown
land office anything but the correct
scale. The sail Murchie never ask-
ed me if I would use him right if he
reduced the -eue, nor made any sug-
gestion of lika effect, amd I néver at
any time intimated to him that any
benefit would acerue to him if he made
a return .of less than the corm:t

t, lnd ﬁle stat t: e

‘company during the said winter of

White Umkrwear,

We placed ‘our otdor ‘before the
advance and are. Mmg excepi-

ional values in Nightgowns, Underskirts, -Eavelope
Chemises and ' Drawers.

trimmed with Swiss Embroidery and Lace.: '/ '~

These garments’ are nicely

Sihs A big range of Taffeta, Duchess, Butterfly

Faney Skirt Silks and Silk Linings. All colors.

newest novelties in
Serge and Gabardine Dresses from the largest and best

Silk; Satin, Wash Satin, Satin de Chine, Jap,

We are daily receiving express shipments of the
OATS, SUITS, Silk,

manufacturers. Separate Skirts in Shepherd Plaids, Serges,

Tweeds, Whipcords, 'Silk Poplins, Plain and Fancy Silks,

Big range. Price range from $4%.80 to $ 1 8.80,
Complete range of materials, and

Ho"se Dresses sizes run from 36 to 51.

New Sﬂmmel' Sweatﬂ's These are being shown in

v19 very bright colors and are
very pretty. Prices $8.00 to $68.00,

Agency for Heatherbloom Skirts. Agency for
Reform Initials (Felt), guaranteed not to shrink. = Any
style ¢ f letter supplied.

Have you iried *‘Tintex” yet? It is giving great
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Geo. G. McKenzne Co., Limited

PHONE 267 PHONE 267

the said Mum}ue was at the ofﬂoe the
correct amount of the cut of the said

1916-1917, and 1 have never known
since and do not know today the cor-
rect amount of said cut. Some of
said lumber is still on "the landing,
some is still in the stream, and some
is still in the booms, and a complete
survey has never been made by the
said company.

8. That I have never known the
amount of the scale alloted by the

said Murchie to any single operator
for the said company, and I have no
knowledge that We did not include in
his said return all the operators of
the said company.

And I make this solemn declamtnon
conscientiously believing it to be true
and knowing it to be of the same for-|
ce and effect as if made under oath by |
virtue of the Canada Evidence act. |

(Signed) WILLIAM Cl'RRlE.i
|
Mr. Richard’s Affidavit. 1

1, Daniel Richards of the town of |
Campbellton, in the county of Resti-|
gouche, in the province of New Bruns-|
wick, lumberman, do solemnly de-:
isTclare: ‘

1. That in the year 1913, I was man- l
ager of the Continental Lumber Ccm-|
pany, Limited, and since that time I
has been and am now president of the
said company. 1

2. That in the spring of 1913 nnd‘
during each spring since that time,’
Archibald Murchie, of the Parish of
Durham, in the county of Restigouche
lumber scaler, has come to me to ad-
just the amount of the scale of the lum- |
ber cut by the said company, and we |
have on each occasion agreed on the|
amount of said scale. That in the
spring of 1917 the said Archibald|
Murchie adjusted the amount of the
said scale with me a8 president of the
said company, and I agreed with the
said Murchie on the said amount. I
subsequently informed Mr. William
Currie, manager of the said company, !
of the amount which had been arrived |
at, between the raid Murchie and me,
and the said company afterwards, re-
ceived from the crdwn land depart-
ment, a statement of the amount in
accordance with the said adjustment
made, between the said Murchie and
me, and the said company settled the
said account. - :

3. That the said Willlam Currie had
nothing to do with the setting cf the
said amount witn the said Archibald
Murchie, but the was adjusted
undmly by me as prddmt of the-said

Andlmnhaﬁlﬂﬂndechﬂﬂon,
conscientiously believing it to be true
and knowing it to B of the same
force and effect as if made under cath
by virtue of the Evidence

Act. =
(Signed) D. E. RICHARDS
BISHOP RICHARDSON'S VISIT.
The Bishop of who has
just returned from & visit cf investi-
gation amongst our soldiers in® Eng-
landand France hr‘tmpm'y with the

in the ninth and tenth paragraphs of
his said affidavit to .that effect ave
wholly untrue,

6. That I have no knowledge what-
over of {he stafoments contained in
the eaid afidavit to the effect that the
said Murchie changed his statement
o{thnenholtmuidlnnber,uu!

ol Lo use inst idlers who (3
somehow to live at 'the expense of
rﬁlﬂrndghbon.—h

no timation was'madé to mé that
the adid Murchie would do so. ;s
7. That T did not know st the time
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