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ence, are at the disposal of every mem-|This is well said, and we think the com- |do not say that the proposed petition of
ber of the legislature. There is not an |pliment is well deserved. The reputa- |one mill is not called for. Indeed, there
administrative act, which any gentle- | tion of British Columbia has advanced |seems to be no doubt about,more money
man on either side of the house may nutl with leaps.and bounds recently. In no |being required than is raised for the sup-
fully and freely investigate, if he is pre-| Way has this been more foticeable than |port of schools; but there is a great deal
= | pared to state to the house that he thinks |in the reputation of the local govern-|in the point taken .by our correspondent
THE STUDY OF GEOGRAPHY. |he can prove that any wrong is conceal- ment. A year or so ago, owing to|that these two sets of officials have no

[ — ed in it. Except the very few incomplefe shameful misrepresentations sent out of | authority to speak for all the taxpayers.

Great Britain has possessions. in every
corner of the world; yet it is said that
in no civilized country is geography
given so little attention in the schools.
We are disposed to think this must be
true, judging from the phenomenal ex-
hibitions of ignorance of simple geogra-

negotiations which the government may
have in hand, there is not a single ques-
tion of policy or administration, which
every member of the house may not lay
bare for the information of the publie.”

If the government is sectional, why has
no member risen in his place im the

was created in influential quarters in the

has been wholly removed and the provin-

the province by certain dirty birds, who | We believe it would be a salutary rule
thought it a monstrously clever thing to | for the legislature to require the publica-
befoul their ¢wn nests, an impression | tion of notice for at least one month be-
fore any legislation could be introduced
East far from complimentary to Hon.lto incresse the rate of taxation in any
Mr. Turner and his assoclates. This | municipality.

The provision regarding an increase in
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in the Mother Country. Indeed, one K What the government has done is Dl;b: Canada as handling with ability prob-much consideration. We. uudefstan.d tl{at
§ may say that the last thing that the |Jic property. If any member chooses to lems of exceptional difficulty. these fees are already higher in this city

. s < s . " - > —_— i in Vancouver, and that already this [ 1
majority of the people anywhere learn is | think its policy is sectional, he is pre-| The News-Advertiser talks about the flli!;:r:;ce has told against Victoria. If

general geography, and that most people | sumed to have some fact or facts in mind g ¢ i jority.” . .
never get anything more than a hazy |hich are the basis of such a beli 1¢.| sovernment's ‘mechanical majority.” | tp;5 ig so, to double the wholesale license
idea of it. Yet it is a study replete with | a5k th bli .fs toh o la elief. 'We | That is a strange expression from an op-|.,nq greatly increase that for retailers
| - 5 o ask e public i ey will accept the iti pose i . ey
i1 interest and of great value, the opinion | opinion of an opposition member Oﬁ such z::;n::asp:“::;' & :angszg a “nlfecg::; will naturally havett}:lf efff:ct of dtnlvmi "\
of some English educators to the con-|a point, when that member has had three ¢l S ae business men out o e city, or at leas

+ < £ 3 4 . cal” political combination, it is the op-| ¢ preventing new establishments from
trary notht.hs%ta:du;g.. ﬁiﬂ;’::;‘ggi“; ;;xoyths of opportunity to show that his| position in the present legislature. This gei:; openedgup. One of the first things
study of geotimp s:ndas ?t nes s pood eIhethhas any foundation. is shown in a remarkable manner in the | which business men ask, when inquiring
fect upon the mll e o Yiam St Of'L3 f the government has be.en negligent, | discussions of bills in committee. It is |into the advantages of any locality for
deal of the natural provic it surely ought to be possible to name|no uncommon thing to find the support-|any line of business, is as to the rate of
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greater part. The intense provincialism
of the peoplé of the United States is due
to the fact that the schools teach scarce-
ly anything about the geography of
countries except ‘their own. This is
taught with much minuteness of detail.
It is a common thing to find a graduate
of the common schools of the United
States, who can draw at a moment’s
notice a fairly correct map of ‘any state
of the Union and mark the situation of
the chief cities. How many pupils of
the schools of "ctoria could draw from
a memory correct maps of the provinces
of Canada? Yet we do not think that
geography is slighted in our schools. The
result of the close study of United States
geography has developed the opinion
among the younger people of that coun-
try that nearly all the world worth talk-
ing about is within its borders. We re-
call the case of a graduate of a college

- and an experienced newspaper man who

was_utterly amazed to learn aeciden-
tally that the area of Canada was great-
er than that of the United States. The
relations of Canada with the rest of the
world are broadening all the time. It
is desirable, therefore, that the children
of our schools should be taught much
about other countries, until they become
reasonably familiar with all the saliént
facts regarding them.

A knowledge of geography adds grg:é,t-
ly to the interest with which the nem
of the day is read. By it one gets ifft
the habit of localizing events, which are
then understood in the light cast upon
them by the character and surroundings
of the country in which they occur.

With the study of geography there
ought to go the study of the outlines of
general history. ‘When the two are
taken together it'is surprising how much
interest each lends to the other. We
do not think a school curriculum com-
pléte 'which does not give its graduates
the eutlines of the history of every prin-
cipal country in the world. It would be
an error to try to cover too much ground
in this work, and it is very question-
able if text books should be used for the
purpose. Weekly lectures by teachers
to the school, of an hour’s duration, are
an excellent means of covering the
field. This would require the teacher
to read up and make preparation, but
the effect beyond the tone of the school
has always been found good wherever
it has been“tried.

A COLLAPSED OPPOSITION.

The session is nearing its end. It h.as
been a long one, long enough necessarily

and rendered longer by the obstructive
tactics of the opposition. But its length
has one good feature. We were told that
that it was the ‘intention of the govern-
ment to rush through supply early and
prorogue the house so as not to give the
opposition an opportunity to ventilate the
terrible grievances, which their newspap-
er supporte?s ‘dlaim exist. We think
every one will admit that there has been
time enough to put in a half dozen sys-
tems of ventilation, if there was any-
thing to ventilate. If there are griev-
ances, there has been ample opportunity
to set them forth. If any one of the
things, persistently alleged in general
terms against the government during the
recess, has the least foundation in fact,
the long session has afforded every fa-
cility to show it up. The opposition
have spent long and dreary hours 1n
what they are pleagsed to call debate;
they have filled the order paper fall of

has yet to rise in his place in the house

If the government is incompetent, sure-
Iy it ought to be an easy matter to point
out something which it has done im-
properly or has wholly omitted to do.

One swallow does not make a summer
and one unwise act would not stamp a

government as incompetent, unless it was
in regard to a matter of supreme impors:-
ance. But we have not heard even of
a single act of this nature. If the op-
position speeches delivered during the

line they would encircle the province
with a wishy-washy flood of captious
chatter, but if they were boiled down to
bet at the residuum of fact, there would
be nothing left. Everything would evap-
orate. ‘What looks like sugar is only
scum, to borrow a simile from the sugar
maple orchards.

If the government is corrupt, it must
have committed some corrupt act. Cor-
ruption implies some actual wrong done,
some dishonest use made of public mon-
ey, public patronage or official pogition.
A corrupt public man is the most dan-
gerous of all men. He is unworthy of
even a shred of confidence. No one is
infallible, so that every minister of the
Crown will make some mistakes. Few
men are quite as prompt in attending to
public affairs as others think they ought
to be. Sectional feelings influence us ail
to some extent and it is no great crime
tc be influenced by them; that is a man
may be honest and yet be sectional. 'But
corruption implies actual personal dis-
honor. There is no such thing as politi-
cal corruption distinet from personal dis-
honesty, and before one political party
charges it against another, it ought to be
prepared to adduce facts which will sup-
port the allegation. Have any charges
of corruption been preferred in the legis-
iature? None have been. Have auy
corrupt acts been suggested? The an*
swer is: No. Has any narative of events
been laid before the house from which
even by forced reasoning the possibility
of corruption could be inferred? Every
honest man must admit that nothing of
the sort has been brought to the attention
of the house, and so we say that the
province ought to have heard the last
of these freely made charges of cor-
1uption.

There remains the fifth ground of at-

interests to personal ends. This is a
species of political wrong-doing, which
may be as mischievous as actual cor-
rupt dealing, but does not imply as dis-
honorable motives. It may even be done
with good motives. It is a misuse of
power to which good men often succumb.
With some knowledge of how political
influence is employed in other parts of
the world than British Columbia, we say
that the ministry of this province is
singularly clear from anything of this
nature. During the last ten years the
cpportunities for personal aggrandize-
ment at the public expense have been

many in this province; but no case can
be cited where ministers or their friends

have profited by them. It is, however,
no part of our duty to prove a negative.
The point we wish to make is that the
opposition have utterly failed, not only
to make out an affirmative case on this
point, but even, when face to face with
the ministers, to suggest remotely that
the foundation for such a case exists.
Behind the backs of the ministers they
have been very brave. - They would have
had the people believe that all the pow-
ers of the ministry are regularly pros-
tituted in order that certain political

each and every charge and demand

. position does not vote on as one man.

rresent session could be strung out in a

tack, namely that of prostituting public|.

position from a question of Imperial |
policy down to the phraseology of some
sentence upon the intention of which
the whole house is agreed, that the op-

The Slocan City News thinks that if

the province might recognize them as |
entitled to some consideration; but as
they cannot even agree upon a leader |
they must be a poor lot. The News says
that they have shown that they have
no confidence in themselves, and this
being the case the voters will doubtless
take occasion to record no confidence in
them at the election.

The Grand Forks Miner says the de-
feat of the Corbin charter was the most
corrupt vote ever given by Canadian rep-
resentatives, and that the provincial re-
distribution bill is corrupt and con-
temptible.  We wonder if the Minef real-
izes the meaning of the words it employs.

PARTY LINES IN PROVINCIAL
POLITICS.

A few days ago the Colonist expressed |
what it understood to be the views of -
the '~ provincial government and its
friends om the question of introducingi
federal party lines in provincial polities.
We are able to present to-day a letter
from Hon. J. H. Turner, premier, in
which he distinctly takes the same posi-
tion. Mr. Turner’s language goes even
turther than the Colonist did. The re-!
quest that voters, “whether Liberal or
Conservative, should either support: or
oppose the present government as Brit-
jsh Columbians and from no other con- |
sideration,” is as squarely put as any-
thing can be. It is manly and straight-
forward and will be highly gratifying
to the people of the whole province, ex-
cept the comparatively few, who hoped
to see a different course taken, and even !
they will not withhold their tribute of
approval, which a frank and fearless |

declaration in politics always elicits. Mr.
Turner in substance says that he’'wants

British Columbians to judge him and
his administration as British Colum-
bians. It is a reasonable request. It
will meet a hearty response. Following
js the Premier’s letter:

A. J. McLellan, Esq., Chairman of Com-
mittee, Provincial Political Associa-
tion, Victoria:

My Dear Mr. McLellan:—I understand
that it is being freely circulated that
Dominion party lines are to be introduc-
ed into the coming provincial elections,
and that voters will be asked to vote
as Liberals or Oonservatives, and not
as supporters of the present govern-
ment.

I desire on behalf of the government
to make a distinct statement on this
point. There is no desire on our part
to introduce Dominion party politics in
any way in the coming contest, Our

 politics are entirely distinct and should
be kept wholly separate. :

It is therefore requested that voters,
whether Liberal or Conservative, should
either support or oppose the present gov-
ernment as British Columbians and from
no other consideration.

As a government we have never taken
any part or expressed any views which
could be construed as identifying us
with either one party or the other.

Believe me to be,

Very sincerely yours,
J. H. TURNER.

Victoria, May 3rd, 1898.

‘views are that Dominion and Provincial |

tive taxation between rival points . It
the city cannot get along without this in-
crease, there is nothing more to be said,
but we are not sure that this point has
been - established.

We think‘it is desirable for the city

at A council to have the power it asks to settle
the opposition had some sort of a policy 3, “point Ellice bridge suits, and the

proposed provision to cover this point
seems to be reasonable. The citizens
will be very glad to have these suits dis-
posed of at the earliest possible oppor-
tunity.
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BY WAY OF VARIETY.

«“Are you getting ahead in you bicycle
learning?’ said Amy to Mabel.

“Getting ahead? I'm dving better than
that. That is the positive form, while 1
Lave reached the comparative. I often get
a header.”’—Judge. .

«] admit,” he said, ‘‘that I am poor and
cannot support you in the style to which
you have been accustomed, but there  is
stll hope. My mother is a widow and very
wealthv.””

“True,” she replied, “but she is of the
wrong sex.”’—Chicago Post.

Edwin—You would not take that uncle
of mine to be a sensitive plant at all, would
you?

Reginald—He certainly does not look it.
Edwin—Well, he is. Attempt to touch
him and he closes up immediately.—Cin-
cinnati Enquirer.

Miss Rockingham—Did papa give you
any encouragement when you asked him
for me, to-day? .

Mr. Hopeleigh—Well, perhaps he calls it
encouragement. He told me to prove that
I am a man by going to the war, and added
that if I get back alive he’ll think about
it.—Chicago News.

“I suppose that there is great excitement
in the camp at Chickamauga battle field,””
remarked the Snake Editor. .

“Yes. it is in tents,” replied the Horse
Fditor.—Pittsburg Chronicle-Telegraph.

‘“What's the matter with eld Bullion?”

“He’s mad clear through.”

“What's the cause?’ ' L7

«“He said if any of his employees wanted
to go to war he would keep their positions
for them., and give them 'full pay for the
time they were gone.”

“YES." .

«“And now his pretty typewriter is going
to enlist as a vivandiere.””—Cleveland Plain
Dealer.

A little pool once loved the sun,

A little pool left from a flood; ;i
The sun looked down with ardent glance

And then that puddle’s name was mud.

incinnati Enquirer.
OF INTEREST TO MEN.

The attention of the reader is called to
an attractive little book lately published
by that eminent physician, G. H. BO-
BERTZ, D, 2 Woodward Ave., De-
troit, Mich. TThis book is ome of interest
to every man and its pleasant and honest
adviee will certainly be of the greatest
value to any one desirous of securing per-
fect health and vigor. A request for a free
and sealed copy will be complied with, if
addressed as above and the Victoria Colon-
ist mentioned.

Mrs. J. T. Jones of Lake District who
was some months ago charged with
stealing a quantity of goods, property of
J. Foot, who she was engaged to care
for, which charge was not proven, has
entered an action for damages against
Mr. F. B. Pemberton, Foot’s agent, at
whose instigation it is alleged the pro-
ceedings were commenced. The action
will be tried before a judge and a spcial
jury on the 17th.

OTICE—SBixty days alter date I intend to
make spplication 1o the Honorable the
Chief Cmnmiu*oner of Lards snd Works for
permission to purchase one hundred and sixty
(160 acres of land described as follows: (‘om-
mencin
vine’s claim on east side of Kitimaat Inner
Hafb~ur, thence 40 ch-ln%nonh. thence 40
chains west, thence south shore line and
along the shore line to D K. Irvine’s north-
west corner, thence 40 chains, more or less, east
to point of commencement.
M. E. OLIVI:B.1
m

Dated March 9, 1898.

OTICE—Sixty days after date I intend to

make application to the Honorable the
Chief Commissioner of Lends and Works f.r
permission 1o pnrchase one hundred and sixty

d on the east side of Kitimaat

Inner Harbor described as follows: Commene-

T. M. MILLER.
March 9th, 1898. mi0

at the north esst corner of D. R Ir- |,
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notices of motion and questions to the|friends and even the ministers them- g(l,;itnl:. g::: 4!"0 t‘ggl.!::“':'&thwoelw chaing ; ' $ o
ministers: they have had quires of re-|selves may be benefited. In the house OIVIC TAXATION, shore line, thence north -long‘:hg:e f;:.“gé‘: * Our g Have git%!;l%?eﬁﬁxgge
turns brought down; but the first member | when-the ministers are at hand to meet — E. Oliver’s southwest corner, thence 40 chains e 4 sed: the blockade .of
: A correspondent directs attention to more or less north to point of commencement, Delayed- Atrriv ron .and entered th
’ ot ;

and say, much less speeifically charge,
that the government has been guilty of

proof, when the accused stand ready to
demand that “specific allegations shall

the proposed additions to the taxation of
the city. Two proposals are made. One

that the blockad
is ineffective.

: any wrong. There has been a lot of | take the place of cowardly innuendo, is to make the special school ~rate o}:f:'f:fl‘ o:lt‘tyo'n :omt;ed'l.lml intend to Those who have been waiting can now have their ‘Wheels. 3 GRO
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has been in the press, but of specific alle-
gations of wrong-doing, that is of alle-
gations which could be’ challenged and
for or against which proof could be giv-

The position taken by the opposition

lence stand convicted before the public

of having trusted to base slander as a

means of discrediting their* opponents.
In view of what has been above set

total failure to suggest an affirmative

two as at present, and.the other is to
increase the business licenses. It seems
strange that a matter of this nature
should have been kept back until so late
Legislation affectr

pality ought not to be kept back ‘so long

ermission to_purchase one hundred and smixty

160) acres of 1and on the east side of Kitimaat
Inner Harbor, described as follows: Commenec-
ing at T. M. Miller's southeast corner post,
thence 40 chains we-t, thence 40 chaiws south,
thence 40 chrains more or less éast to shore line,
thence north along shore line to poiat ot com-
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These are serious charges. If any of
them' is true the government ought to
be driven out of office. If they are cll
true, the members of the government
ought to be driven out of public life.
‘Whether they are true or untrue is not
a matter of opinion. It is a matter of
fact. It can be proved just as any other
fact can be proved® The means of ob-
taining proef, if any evidence is in exist-

Speaking of the so-called “cheap
money” bill, the Winnipeg News-Bulle-
tin says: “An example of advanced
legislation, that gives promise of serving
a useful purpose, comes from British Co-
lumbia, a province that in government,
as in other things, is displaying great
intelligence and enterprise and showing
the way to the rest of the Dominion.”

tees. It by no means follows that be-
cause these gentlemen are agreed that
it is best to have an addition to the rate
of taxation, the people of the eity are
satisfied to have it imposed. It is a mis-
take, and a very serious one, to have a
matter of this kind put through the legis-
latare without time being allowed for
those who are opposed to it to make

themselves heard through petition. We

from Telegraph Creek Landing, Cass
District, British Columbia, and Enore p!l.x'E
ticularly described as follows:
Commencing at the Initial post erected at
a point on the second or small Salmon
Creek lake at the headwaters of Salmon
Creek afo d, about five hundred (500)

feet south of the horse trail; thence run-
ning_ wester] eigty {80)chains; -themce
southerly eighty (80) chains; thence east

ly elghtéyo ) chanis; thence northerly
:’lggty (80) chains to thé initial post afore-

CHAS. E. M‘'DONALD.
Telegraph Creek, 15th March, 1898. ap 9
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