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She WteMg GMonist. tire. There is such an absence of 
jx>licy about this movement, that 
scarcely credit that an experienced man like 
His Excellency would give it hi* counten
ance. It i* one of those essentially foolish 
blunders that always defeat their object ; 
because men whe were in favor of accepting 
the Crown Lands—at least so soon as the
Hudson’s Bay question would be settled_
will be naturally suspicious that all is not 
right, when such inconsiderate haste is used 
in the attempt to force them on the people 
of the colony.

JOTTmoa FROM BOOKH. CARIBOO LETTER.
[from otra special correspondent.]

him the opportunity of jkin^preemt upon an^oc-
given new lifTto all, and fee Hoped that a step so 
wise in the present would prêté' But the harbinger 
of good in the future. The two latter gentlemen 
were much cheered.

“The Army and Navy” was nett proposed by 
the Vice-Chair, who stated that Be felt that he 
ought to be particularly eloquent as though he Bad 
not a Nelson on his right, he had a Cooper, whir 
was well known, and a great favorite in 66tit 
colonies. The toast was received With great 
eheerq, and Lieut Cooper, R. M., responded iir 
his happiest vein. His remarks were highly ap
propriate, and were greeted with load applause.

“ Our Foreign Friends ” was next proposed by 
the Chair, and responded to by Mr. Garfield; -on 
behalf of the Americans, and by Mr. LaumeÜtèr" 
on behalf of the Germans. It is useless for me td 

pt to give you any literal idea of the speech 
made by Mr. Garfield. In necessarily introducing' 
language of my own when my memory failed, B 
should be afraid of creating an unfavorable im-- 
pression of what proved to be the speech of the 
evening. Mr. Garfield’s eloquence did honor to 
the country which he represented, did honor to 
himselÇ and did honor to the occasion.

Mr. Laumeister arose and said “ If • brevity is 
the soul of wit,’ I shall be the wittiest of men, 
for I shall be brevity itself. Gentlemen, I thank 
yon.” Both gentlemen were loudly cheered.

“The Mining Interests of Cariboo” was next ” 
proposed by the Vice-Chair, and responded to by 
Mr. Heseltme and I)r. Howard.

These gentlemen did justice to the toast Mr. 
Heseltine, who is a great favorite, and one ef the 
pioneers of the country, gave a slight sketch of 
his own experience in the colony. Dr. Howard 
adverted to the general features of the country and 
spoke} of the postal department, its virtues and its 
necessities. Both gentlemen were cheered and 
the health of Mr. Heseltine was proposed and 
drank with load appl

“Our Sister Colony” was next proposed by Mr. 
Walkem; and ably responded to by'Jdr. Kingston, 
The latter gentleman adverted to the rapid growth 
of the colonies and to the commanding commer
cial position of Victoria. That the fair city might 
yet and at no distant day prove a modern Tyre. 
That the interests of the two colonies were identi
cal, and though some jealousy did exist, it could 
only hawe arisen from a spirit of honorable rivalry 
The 'east and speech were enthusiastically receiv
ed.

“ The Press ” was ifext 
and responded to by Mr.
the miners that “Our Special” would never tell 
any stories that would detract from the value of 
their claims. After some further remarks threw 
cheers were given for this constituent of every gov
ernment that has freedom at heart.

“The Ladies” was next given by the Chair, and. 
responded to by Mr. Justice Begbie. This gen
tleman did them ample justice, but not more than 
deserved. That would be impossible. If I could, 
only relate one half of the compliments which 
were paid to the beauty, charming attractions and 
winning grace of the fair sex which the gentleman, 
uttered, his career as a bachelor would be short.
As the subject is dangerous, I shall leave it by 
stating that three more jovial cheers were never 
given. '

This was the last regular toast His Excellency 
then left and songs, toasts, speeches, cheers jokes 
and champagne corks chased each other round 
the room till daylight in turn pursued and chased 
them away.

A more pleasant affair of the kind I have sel
dom witnessed Nothing disturbed the harmony 
of the evening and the dinner was a decided suc
cess. The singing by Messrs. Mathew, Oliver, 
Richards, was excellent

Such was the reception to the first Governor 
who has visited Cariboo.

"The mining news is ranch the same as when L 
last wrote.

.4we can
Wa have bees favored by Dr. Walker, 

who, with a few others, has been travelling 
through a portion of the Sooke district with 
the following notes of his trip :

Arrived at Sooke on Tuesday the 9th, ' and 
started from Muir’s ; course W. N.; found the 
country thickly wooded with very close and 
heavy brushfconsisting of sallal, firstborn, 
cherry, and young timber, in places almost 
impenetrable, compelling our party to break 
down the brush bodily in order to make any 
way: country gradually rising to a rocky sum
mit about 800 or 900 feet high;cro.«sed a sma 1 
tiny stream of water about 2 miles Out; made 
about five miles and camped at 6:80"p. ns. 
No water to be had, although a deep cafion 
with old stream bed was quite near us. 
Started again next morning over a gradually 
descending country, not very closely timber
ed, but containing many splendid trees, well 
adapted to spars and masts—many of. them 
would be very valuable in Her Majesty’s 
dockyards. Game to a stream running to the 
southward about 9 a. m., and quenched our 
thirst which by this time had been well nigh 
insupportable. The bed of this rivej was 
about 20 feet wide with a probable rise of 4 
feet. Bed rook slate, with euperimptosed 
conglomerate, consisting of rounqpd.pebbles 
And pudding stoaes—no gold. Continuing 
our course for half a mile crossed another 
stream running in the same direction as last 
with similar formation, most likely a fork of 
the main water falling into Sooke river. From 
this point our course lay over a. rough broken- 
up country, gradually rising to the defile 
in the mountains which we entered travelling 
on the rocky ridge which forms the centre of 
the gap, which was flanked on both sides by 
a deep canon, that on the north side having a 
small stream running to the eastward. This 
rocky ridge gradually increasing in height, 
at fire miles from the opeoiog of the gorge 
treaded to the northward, whilst the southern 
canon continued its course for 7 miles, when 
a lake about 1000 yards long and 250 yards 
wide appeared. This lake has precipitous 
sides, its banks being east and west, very

From Mr. Buddevent and others, whore- £®P- with quantities of fish and some ^cks.
, , , . « x We ascended one of the mountains on the
turned on Thursday by the steamer Enter- right bank over 4000 feet high and had a view 
prise, having left Leech river at 6 a. m. yes* of the country for about 50 miles. Saw H. 
tetday, we have the following : M. S. Devastation entering Sooke harbor.

Most of the amateur and embryo miners 2^/i^rPn.he"d?d Yiotori\ Foc*
, , - .. .. . , , . . , Straits, with the Olympian range, Saanich,
have left the diggings, and few but hard the difierent course of Sooke, Leqcb, hod 
working and practical men remain. other rivers. Camped for tbe night, and next

Miners are engaged in whip-sawing, and mornirfg struck Sooke river, about 3% miles 
some of the prominent claims are making below the forks. The country through Which 
sluices. * we travelled abounded with deer tracks, three

Prospects generally on the creek are very were seen, also, bear, panther, elk, and wolf 
encouraging, and all the claim-holders seem tracks were numerous; seme grouse were seen* 
well satisfied. : , The scenery was grand,rugged and picturesque

Smith, Moflatt & Co. have sunk a shaft in in the.extreme and would have delighted the 
Tn .il thi. . Cariboo style, using timber, with moss as a heart of any true landscape painter. TheIn all this absurdity^ there is, however, a 8ubatilnte for c]ay. tbey have got about 8 feet light and shade with varying purple tints in

serious aspect. The dignity of the Govern- down, and are taking ont good prospects. the evening would vie with the finest views 
ment has J)éen trifled with. Iniquitous ad- Keyser & Co. and several companies above of the W est of Scotland. Our stay at Leech 
vice or gross misstatements have been poured them report that they are doing well. river has convinced us of the reality of the
intn Hi. RTopllanov’» hr <« ik. Up to Wednesday afternoon, 337 licenses auriferous character of the district. Ftominto His Excellency a ear by enemies »o the bad£eeD issued. our different points of view the watérs of
country and the constitution. The Governor Woods, barrister, arrived on Wednes- Cowichan, Saanich, Leech, Inda, Ac., seemed
has been told that the colony is redolent of day on the creek. to head from similar ranges, and led ns to
seventy-three dollar nuggets—that in a few Below the forks,, on Williams bar, about 7 suppose that all of them' would be found to 
««Aka the nlacn will ha nv.nnn w‘»h . miles from the month of Sooke river, Mr. be more or less gold-bearing, weeks the pace, will be oven on- w.th * Williams bad sunk a shaft and was cutting ’ The character of the geld which we ob- 
handred thousand savages from Californie/ jnt0 tbe bank, being well satisfied with the tained ourselves er saw taken out, impressed 
who do notspeak the English language—that prospects be was getting. Numbers of us with the richness and value oi The tiver, 
bowie-knives and revolvers will be thé most Chinamen were at work, and picks, shovels and foiced us to believe in the extreme iic-

Chat one magistrate will be required to every The trail is much improved, and Mr. not from tbe bank* of Leech river—which is
ten of the population—that, in fact, the whole Pearse was making great progress }gith the really Sooke river—the character of the banks
country will become a scene of lawlessness Government river trail. beÿg in no wise difierent from that of the
and bloodshed The Governor beimr a On a bar called Buddeveat’s bar, on Wolfe bed of the stream, which is composed of
am. bloodshed. I he Governor, being a naeed after our informant who was slate with the occasional layer of quartz lying
prudent man, does not wish so heavy a re- the grst per80u to prospect it, good pros- inclined and running a little to the spath- 
sponeibility thrown upon his hands, and so, peets were obtained. After sinking through ward of west. The river at one time had a 
after trying official and unofficial advisers some good looking gravel prospects of about large quantity of detritus on its surface ; but 
to his heart’s content weighing them in seven cents to the pan were found, and the time and a rapid water power lias pretty 
... . ,! , . paydirt ia sufficient to warrant incurring High washed all away, le* ving the gold de-

the balance and finding them wanting— {,0'giderable expense. A Mr. Stanford, of posited in the natural riffles of the rocks, or in 
he turns as a dernier ressort to the wis- New Westminster, had been to what they other words, nature has taken to itself the

supposed was Jordan river, and reported functions of a ground-sluice, bars being the 
having washed eut on the “ divide" about $10 only place in which paydirt and gravel in
after washing a very short time. .** - small quantities remain. The immense

“ Mr. Lang, the ship-builder, proposes pro- boulders lying in the bed of the stream hear 
ceeding to Jordan river by the Coast route to evidence of the immense flood of water which 
prospect there. has at one time rushed down from the umuo-

Mr. Buddevent has been prospecting in tains at the head. 1 he rise of the stream is 
various parts for the past fortnight ; he tried scarcely ever as much as 10 feet. Gold in 
the Sooke river above the Forks, but although size from 2 dwt nuggets to that of extreme 
the gravel looked very promising found no fineness preveils.We have in vain made search 
color* The river abounds" in beaver dams for silver, although we doubt not thaUores of 
and beavers, and plenty of fine mountain that metal will u.timately be discovered; iron
tronte *' pyrites is very scarce, and quartz boulders
' Very few of the miners will now return and are frequently to be met with. Our return 
the country will be thoroughly prospected. journey was from the month of Leech river 

Mr- J Fothmngham arrWed ,^d?
overland from booke. He states that mat- t ^derwôoded conntry. We have no
ters were satisfactory on Leech river and the doubtyha, the trail lrom the Britannia claim 
miners were actively engaged in Preparing refcrable one as it would be almost im
their sluice box.es but the ;fre, which had tQ mafc-e’a pas8lble^ trail by the
been raging all round had g y p courge which j wé pursued which was east 
operations. The cgmps had o q y by north from the Commissioner’s tent,bring-
■‘Î^SfeSL.do. T.-d., I-S-.0-.1X roil— from iW.. 

night ; a party of miners were encamped on 
the left bank of tbe river about a mite up 
when a cedar tree fell across‘the stream from 
the^ipposite back ; one of the party seeing 
the tree falling got behind another tree, but 
a brand), struck the side ef bis head end in
flicted a serions wound on bis temple. He 
was net supposed to be mortally wounded.

Onr informant and bis companion came 
down Sooke river following tbe blaze made 
by Mr. Pearse, until they struck the workmen 
making the regular trail, this trail was being 
pushed rapidly on and avoided the bluffs 
where the Chinaman was killed. Tbey fol
lowed it about five miles down and got 
into Nicholson’s trail to Metchorin.

Provisions were gradually getting in good 
supply at Leech River. Mr. Gladwin and 
those who have opened stores on the creek 
are constantly packing goods through by In
dians.

Tuesday, Angit 88, 1864.
Richfield, Ang. 8th, 1864.

When a regular correspondent sits down to 
write his accustomed letter, be must always do so 
with fear and trembling, lest the usual words— 
“ since my last,” or “little has occurred lately,” 
should find themselves leading like a forlorn hope 
a whole battalion of words, strong and dangerous 
only in the number of their syllables. As this 
time, however, there is no moat in front to fall 
into, but a clear and open field, with no enemy 
save Johnson or Murray to contend with, I shall 
at once give your readers an account of what has 
been credited to Master Time during the last six 
days.
, The dinner given at the “French” oh Thursday 
last by the miners, in honor of the Governor’s ar
rival on the creek, occupies a prominent place.— 
His Excellency kindly accepted the invitation, 
and arrived with his suite at the hour appointed. 
Mr. Justice Begbie, Mr. Commissioner O’Reilly, 
Rev. Mr. Browne, Rev. Mr. Browning, Mr. Mo- 
berly, Mr: Mathew, were invited as guests.

The tables formed three sides of a square. The 
chair was occupied by the member for the district, 
the Hon. James Orr. His Excellency sat upon

on his left.—

THE ALARMING} CRISIS. .

Parturiunt montes,—and the nnfortnnate 
moue has made its appearance. The im
portant business which necessitated the 
mary summoning of the House—the “divers 
mighty reasons” which urged His Excellency 
so suddenly and so unexpectedly to convene 
the Assembly—have been at length explain
ed, and we are happy to say tbe result has 
been general relief. From the ominous pre
sages of the event, the “boldest” of ns “held 
bis breath for a time.” To-day, however, 
we announce the satisfactory intelligence 
that the “country is safe,” and that we may 
all again exercise the normal functions of 
our respiratory organs. There is danger from 
neither external nor internal foes. That 
society organized at Puget Sound, of fourteen 
men and two boys, for the capture ot Yaftj. 
eouver Island has,’we rejoice to say, refrained 
from patting its design into execution ; and 
we have it on the reliable authority of King 

. Freezy, that there is no immediate danger of 
an Indian revolt. So far so good. But why 
have the people been thrown for the last few 
days into such a whirlpool of anxiety, fear, 
and tfonetemation 7 It is the old story of the 
panic. The raw or undisciplined troops get 
frightened by some exaggerated conception 
of danger, tbe alarm spreads, and in a little 
while a whole army breaks and runs, 
without the remotest idea of the 
why or the wherefore. Those three, hun
dred and thirty-seven miners who took out 
licenses on Leeeh river have terrified the 
Government—frightened it out of its “ five 
senses.” Unused to the sight of several 
hundred rough-looking men seriously and 
persistently rocking cradles—it gives the 
alarm in incoherent and breathless syllables 
—the infection spreads—and the whole com
munity, although ignorant of the true cause, 
shares in the, trepidation. The speech of the 
Governor, however, on Saturday, bas happily 
restored the population to their former equa
nimity. All our unfounded fears are at once 
dispelled, and the inhabitants begin now, so 
near do extremes meet, to laugh at the whole 
occurrence.

sum-

attem

LATER FROM SOOKE.
The news from our Island diggings 

tinnee to be as gratifying as could be wished. 
The miners on Leech River appear to be 
thoroughly satisfied with their prospects, arid 
ere busily occupied preparing sluice boxes for 
washing, and habitations for the coming win
ter, and the prevalent -opinion amongst old and 
experienced bands is that the Sooke gold 
fields will offer a most lucrative source of em
ployments for years te eome. We hear of 
one Cariboo miner offering to wager $500 
that in tbe course of twelve months the yield 
of our Vancouver Island diggings will 
exceed that of the world-renowned Cariboo, 
while another Caribooite dec'ares that he 
would not exchange his claim on Leech 
River for a well known claim m which be ig 
interested on Williams Creek. Last night 
Mr. J. W. Keyser of the Wake-up-Jake 
Co. returned to Victoria, baving in his pos
session about 30 ounces ef splendid coarse 
geld, while another man had about 17 
ounces.

Rumors of fresh strikes reach ns from van* 
ous other sources affording every reason to 
treasure the belief that fields as rich as those 
at present being developed will be opened 
np before the lapse of many days.

con

i'his right, and Mr. Justice Begbie upon hi 
The vice-chair was filled by Mr. Walkem, and the 
second vice-chair by Mr. Heseltine.

Amongst those present were Messrs. Kingston, 
Laumeister, Grier and Steele, who composed the 
committee; and Dr. Black, Dr. Howard, Messrs. 
Russell, Newfeldcr, Hard Curry, Dunlevie, S. A. 
Smith, Wadham. Edwards, Polmire, Ericsson, 
Harper, Perrin, NelsOh, Taomy, Garfield, Frank 
Richards, Oppenheimer, Straus, Kurtz, Pierce, 
Bryant, Devine, Rose, Pin, Oliver, and Harrison.

The bill of fare was a rare one, indeed, for Cari
boo, and would have vied with anything produced 
by the “Trois Freres” of the Palais Royal, 
“Véry,” of Regent street. The fame of Dria

anse.
or by 

riard,. of
Victoria, has been completely eclipsed. “ Beans 
straight,” and “a square meal,” are dishes of the 
past, and instead thereof, we had choice soups and 
mountain Iront ; entrees of every variety, and 
dishes exquisite to, the taste—old acquaintances 
of the epicure—with new names. Ox-tail soup 
appeared as “ tailings;” fricandeau-de-veau, as a 
“ rich prospect;”- roti-de-bceuf, as “ pay-dirt;” 
green peas as “ wash gravel;” choice jeljy, as 
“slum-gullion.” The digestion of these rarities 
was assisted by Eugene Cliquot, and the reports 
of corks, for ten minutes at least, resembled pla
toon firing. After such a feast, then came the 
flow of soul:

The toasts were given as follows, by the Chair :
“ The Queen,”—received with loud cheers.
“ The Prince of Wales and Royal Family,”— 

loud cheering.
“ His Excellency the Governor,”—This toast 

was the signal for prolonged cheering.
His Excellency in a happy reply stated amongst 

other things that his visit had afforded him great 
pleasure as well as a valuable amount of practi
cal information ; that were it not for our Indian 
difficulties he would have remained in this portion 
of the colony for some time, as the great wealth, 
and interests of the community were centered in 
the mines, that the road from Quesnelle Month 
was, to use a mild phrase, simply abominable ; 
and that he would cause that portion of our com
munication with the lower country to be at once 
put in good order. That great room for improve
ment in the postal department still existed, al
though much had already been done to effect it. 
He also adverted to the necessity of providing for 
the miners a good library and reading room, 
where they might profitably spend their long win
ter evenings. He stated that he was a miner him-1 
self, having " prospected” some of the claims on 
the creek, and found in one case $50 to the pan. 
That if all prospectors were as successful as him
self, no one would leave Cariboo with an empty- 
purse. (Great laughter.) He hoped that his 
prospect had not been “ salted.” (Uproarious 
laughter and cheers.) However, he was sure this 
could not have been done, because he dug out the 
dirt himself from an almost solid wall of clay. 
After some further general observations, he 
thanked the gentlemen present for their kind re
ception, and pat down amidst great cheering and 
chords by all present “ For he’s a jolly good fel-

I have not attempted to report His Excellency’s 
speech in anything like even general detail as a 
post prandial memory has proved a treacherous

proposed by 
Walkem. H

the chair 
e assured

l
CALIFORNIA.*

(DUBS to THE 18th.)
Tbe fare te New York, by the Pacifie Mail 

Steamship Company’s steamship Golden 
Age, on Tuesday, the 23d instant, is fixed as 
follows: First cabin, $264 and-$238 ; second 
c»bid, $184 ; steerage, 1B0.

Another monster silver brick, valued at 
$4,232, and weighing I6& pounds, was re
ceived by the Sanitary Commission yeeter-

°DThe next toast, “The Legialative Council,” * wasAonatedle tbeta^by the em-
was given by Mr. Walkem. He stated that he ployeer of the Gould and Curry Mining 
was sure if this toast Were received with as much 
pleasure as it was proposed, it would prove _a 
most gratifying fact It would please the repre
sentatives, the represented and the lawyers—bet 
especially the last. They owed a debt ef grati
tude to the Council for the able manner in whieh 
they had legislated in their behalf. Many of the 
ordinances made “the glorious uncertainty of the 
law” still more uncertain, and as often as a doubt 
arose* the gentlemen of the bar got the benefit 
pecuniarily of that doubt. (Great laughter.)
After referring to their assiduity and disinterested 
devotion to their duties during the last season, he 
called for three cheers for the Council which was 
heartily responded to.

The Chairman rose and said, “ What has fallen 
from ray teamed friend is quite true, but our 
Council is only in its infancy. With time we may 
be expected to improve—(Judge Begbie, in a loud 
whisper)—“It is to be hoped so.’r .(Laughter.)
Otir duties have been arduous and we have en
deavored faithfully to perform them. How far 
we have succeeded we must leave to our constitu
ents to judge. Mr. Orr then sat down amidst 
great cheers.

Mr. O’Reilly then rose. He said that an attaek 
upon the Council from a quarter whence he least 
expected it had been made. Unfortunately the 
at tick succeeded, for legislation was new to every 
member of the Council. He hoped, however, 
from their past experience and the practical 
knowledge which was being gathered every day 
that the future would show a very decided im
provement ; and that with that improvement, the 
colony should have good reason to be satisfied, 
the miners grow rich and the lawyers n©t less 
rich than they deserve to be. Three hearty cheers 
were given for Mr. O’Reilly.

Dr. Black rose amidst cheers, and as member 
for West Cariboo, followed the other two gentle
men. and made the same defence.

Had the miners assembled been a jury of their 
country to “ well and truly try,” &c , their repre
sentative, I think that the charge would have 
been scouted and a verdict of acquittal given 
without leaving their wine.

“ The Bench and the Bar ” was next proposed 
by the Chair, and was well received.

Mr. Justice Begbie, on behalf of the Bench, 
complimented the miners on the state of tran
quillity whieh had reigned for a long time past.
He believed that they were a law-abiding com
munity, and the labors of the Bench were, owing 
to this fact, much lighter than might have been 
expected. Both Mr. O’Reilly and he felt this, 
and for whieh he must thank the miners : he could 
not forget how much was due to the gentlemen of 
the Bar for their assistance in alleviating the 
burden, which might otherwise have proved most 
onerous and irksome. After some further re
marks he sat Sown amidst vociferous cheering, and 
a chorus by the company, “ For they are jolly good 
fellows.”

The clergy was next proposed by the Vice-Chair.
The Rev. Mr. Browning for his part felt the com
pliment of the toast as well as of the invitation.
He said that the life of a clergyman, as stated by 
the Vice-Chair, was full of hardship and toil, with 
however the great reward of knowing that the ob
ject and aim in view was to do good. As for him
self, he did not deserve the very flattering en
comium which had been pass ed upon the clergy b$ 
the proposer of the toast. He, hoped that those 
present would, however, look upon the perform
ance of his task with a leaven of charity. He had 
heard much about the roughness of minera, but 
such a characteristic be could not discover to be 
theirs. He would in fine thank the committee for 
their kind invitation to such an agreeable repast, 
aud for the still kinder manner in which he had 
been just now referred to.

Mr. Browning, on behalf of a large class of the 
Protestant community, thanked the aompany for 
the kind manner in which the toast had been re
ceived. He bad much pleasure m thankmg the 
committee for the invitation, as they had afforded

■

Company.
John Leonard was arrested on Pacific 

street by officer King, while he was in the act , , 
of cheering Jeff Davis, swearing that he was. 
a Southern man, could eat a d—d Yankee at 
any time for breakfast, would stand by the 
South to the death, Ac.

Samuel Tetlow, Adolphus Meaubert, Wal
ter Bray, Wm. H, Smith.. John Roe, (»■ and! 
Oliver Orange (7) were arrested on th» 
charge of misdemeanor, by giving theatrical 
exhibitions on Sunday, and were held tq- 
bail for their appearance for examination.

A new tag boat,- intended for tbe Puget 
Sound trade, wae launched. She is. owned- 
by Pope and Talbot, who have not yet de
termined upon the name of their new craft..
Her dimensions are : Length, 130 feet ;. 1
beam, 26 feet 8 inches ; depth, 8 feet 4 inch-- '
es. Mr. D. Mnrcuci is the builder. The 
boilers were made at tbe Pacific Foundry. > 
She carries two 16 inch cylinders of five 
feet stroke, and is very stoutly built.

/'

Idom of the Assembly. Dispatch becomes 
the order of the day, • and constitutional 
precedents, being iooovenient at so dange 
rons a crisis in the country’s history, are 
summarily dispensed with. To-day the 
House meets with an indistinct idea that it 
has no business meeting—that it is not a legal 

, body, in consequence of its being called to
gether without timely notice. It meets, how
ever, for all that ; but we cannot vouch for 
the continuance of its sittings ; and so the 
probability is that His Excellency's injudi
cious advisers have brought on something 
like a collison between the Legislative and 
Executive.

When we say that there was no earthly ne
cessity for this sudden r quisition upon the 
labors of the Assembly, we only express the 
opinion ot every thinking person in the com
munity. The idea of calling upon the mem
bers of the Honee to make laws foe the 
miners is going back to tbe early period, 
when men working on the diggings were sup
posed to be ignorant laborers, whose knowl
edge was confined to the use of the pick and 
•hovel. Since those days of trouble, espec
ially in Australia, Mining Boards have been 
established—both legislative and judicial— 
and there is now no class of men exercising 
the privileges of self government to a greater 
extent than the Australian gold diggers. The 

, advantage1 ol giving the miners this privilege 
is to have a code of regulations or laws that 

• will meet emergencies as they arise. On tbe 
other hand the House of Assembly would 
make matters ten times worse than they are 
now, by giving a fixity to laws that might re
quire perhaps immediate and repeated alt#a 
tion. The responsibility which His Excel
lency dreads in this matter, is, we think, very 
much exaggerated. He has simply, before 
giving his sanction to any regulation of the 
miners, to see that it benefits the many in
stead of tbq few. The great idea, however, 
of the Government in this sudden convening 
seems to be to induce the House of Assem
bly to swallow the civil list pill well coated 
with Leech river gold, and take the Crown 
lands from the custody of the. Execu-
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Among the celebrities who have recently 
awakened the attention of the British public 
is Queen Marie Amelia, the widow ef Louis. , 
Philippe. At the recent marriage of the 
Count of Paris, son of the Duke of Orleans, 
to his cousin the Priqoess Maria, daughter of 
the Duke of Monpensier, as well as on the r 
occasion of a charity festival at Twickenham, 
the ex-Queen was present, attracting general 
admiration by her grace, ease and sprightii— ‘ 
ness, though in her eighty-third year.

A New Privatkbh—Tbe N. Y. Time* 
of July 12th has the following On the 20th, 
nit. the steamer Black Hawk arrived at Bar- , 
muda from London ; she is a new vessel, about •
1,000 tons register, bark rigged. Her chief ,
engineer has declined going in her to Wil
mington, arid told onr informant that she waa 
going for a register, outfit, tuns and ammuni
tion. On account of her great draft of water 
she can carry no inward cargo, and she ia 
destined for tbs same trade as the Flesida.

Boons Dost from Boise. — The San 
Francisco Call says that scarcely a parcel ot 
Boise gold dust reaches the Dalles that is 
not “ doctored.” The dealers in tbe article 
have immense trouble with tbe swindlers.
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SUPREME COURT.

[BEFORE CAMERON, CHIEF JUSTICE.]

Regina v. Quarles.—1Tbe Attorney-General 
and Mr. McCreight, instructed by Mr. Green 
for the prosecution ) Mr. Ring, instructed by 
Mr. Copland for Queries. After some pre
liminary points were disposed of,

Mr. Ring argued that the previous convic
tion of Quarles sustained the plea of autrefois 
convict, and that be could not new be tried
agMr. McCreight contended that as the first 
indictment was bad, and the Attorney General 
had entered a nolle prosequi before sentence, 
that the plea et autrefois convict was not 
s Detained.

The court adjourned the farther discussion 
till this day week.

A Dangerous Customer.—Capt. Win
slow, of the Kearsarge, states in bis official 
report that the only shot received front lhe 
Alabama which he fears will give them any 
trouble is a hundred-pounder rifle shell 
which entered the stern-poet of the Kearsarge, 
and remains there unexploded. Tbe extrac
tion of this ugly customer will be rather a 
hazardous undertaking.

Goods fob the Mines are now peeked 
right through to Leeeh river by Culverwell’s 
pa* train, for 3 cento per pound.
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<The next Steamer.—The steamship Bro. < 
Jonathan, Wolfe, Commander, was adver
tised to sail from San Francisco for Portland 
and Victoria on the 24th inst., and may be 
expected to arrive here about the 1st of
Septem her.____ ______________

The House or Assembly did not meet 
yesterday in consequence of tbe arrival of the 
steamer from San Francisco. It will meet 
to-day at 3 o’clock.

Majob Foster, the newly appointed < 
magistrate for Sooke, proceeded to the seen» 
of his labors yesterday by th* Enterprise*

1

LATEST FROM SOOKE. 1
Miners who returned last night by the 

Enterprise do not give any additional intel
ligence of importance from .Leech river. 
They confirm previous statements aud repre
sent that matters are progressing favorably
8 Big strikes continue to be made in some of 
the principal claims, and a general feeling of 
satisfaction prevails among those miners who 
have regularly settled down with the fixed 
determination to “ pitch in.”
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