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did. you have scarcely tgken the wis
est means to avert it."

This was only too true. Carried 
away by his feelings, the artist had 
allowed himself to go further than his 
own judgment approved. But to be 
told of it by bis adversary was hu
miliating and did not serve to in
crease his satisfaction. It was. there
fore, in a bitter enough tone that he 
replied :

“I have but done as any honest 
man would do. I have reasons for 
distrusting you and I tell you so. All 
that I shall add to what I bave al
ready said, is this: That if grief or 
any peril comes to Miss Rogers, i , 
shall know where to look for its 
cause. Neither your seeming good
breeding nor the. dignity which invests 
your persou and conversation shall 
save you in that hour front a revenge 
that will have not only love but the 
law to back it. So beware!”

He turned away; the stranger look
ed after him doubtfully and took one 
step as if to follow him. But this de
termination did not hold, and Mr. De- 
graw of Cleveland remained silent 
and unmoved, while the other passed 
slowly down the paths till he reached 
one of the two gates which guarded 
the place. There the artist paused, 
and his antagonist, convinced that he 
would go no further while he himself 
remained on the ground, was good- 
natured enough, or wise enough to 
turn away toward the other gate. The 
watchful artist, perceiving this, pass- 

-ed out, and presently the two could
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Christmas G(
I am going down tc‘ I certainly find myself under 

great obligations to you. To b • 
thought a moon-struck enthusiast is 

: better than to be thought a villaiu 
; and a fraud !’
i And with a determined step he 
! wheeled about, leaving the passage 
! open to the mm whom he now be

lieved he had made an enemy.
| He had walked Dut a short dis

tance, however, before he heard the 
other's step ring close at his side.

‘ I cannot let you go.’ said the 
j stranger, as the artist turned toward 
t him, ‘ till you have in some measure 
j explained yourself. When my nam • 

was first mentioned, you showed an 
I unnatural astonishment, and at the 
I time of my introduction to you, 1 
j was met by a sarcasm which mv ow„ 
! courteous feelings towards you cer- 
! tainly neither merited nor called 
j fprth. What excuse have you to 
| make for all this, I cannot say ; but 
it must be a goad one to reconci e 

i you to so out of keeping with your 
| general character and fame.'

4 You are right,’ assented the 
artist, baffled by the other’s cool
ness, but for an instant shaken in
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; flinchingly the course into which fat 
, had led him.

4 You will answer questions? said 
! he. ‘ Perhaps, then, you will be kin.! 
| enough to tell me whether yon cam 
j directly here from Cleveland ?’

‘ I did not.’
* Have you been staying, then, in 

New York, and was it from, that place 
you travelled to this spot ?’

‘ You hive said it. I have been 
in New York, and it was from then 
I came no later than to-day ou the 
five o’clock express. Would you 
like to know what baggage I brought 
and what was the amount of the fee i 
gave to the porter ?’

‘ I wish to know nothing but what 
vitally concerns myself and the wel
fare of a person dearer to me than 
myself. Miss Rogers—’

4 Ah !'
There was a change in the stranger’s 

manner. He seemed at ouce to have 
received a hint to the mystery of the 
other’s antagonism.

* Is the bearer,’ imperturbably con
tinued the artist, ‘of a name that, 
has lately been the mark for peculiar 
shafts of fortune As the lady is 
dear to me—you will pardou the self- 
revelation given by these words—I 
have constituted myself the shield to 
protect her. If, therefore, you have 
ever spoken to any other person by 
the name of Jenny Rogers, do not 
think that you will be allowed to 
speak to this one. If you have not—’

“Sir! " interposed the other, haugh
tily. “you are a madman. Not speak 
to Miss Rogers? Why-, if she were 
your wife I should address her if I 
pleased, that is. if she allowed me the 
privilege of doing so. and I think she 
would."

This shaft, which was only too 
deftly levelled, struck home at once. 
The artist recoiled, and stammered
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