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IN A PERIOD OF DEPRESSION
CANADA DECLARES SURPLUS

Hon. W. S. Fielding, Minister of 
Finance, Delivers Budget inj| 

House of Commons—Sur­
plus of $1,50c ,000.

TOTAL REVENUE ESTIMATED
TO REACH SUM OF $84,500,000

Total Trade of Canada in 1908 One 
Hundred Million Greater Than

in 1906, Despite World- 
Wide Depression.

Trade This Year Cannot be Ex- 
Trade This Yea rCannot be Ex­
pected to Reach Total of 1907. 
but Government Instead of In­
creasing Taxation to Meet Reduc­
ed Revenue Will Curtail Expen­
ditures— fn Twelve and a Half 
Years 69 Per Cent, of Capital Ex­
penditure of Country Has Been 
Taken Care of Out of Ordinary 
Revenues.

Ottawa, April 20.—Hon. W. S. Field­
ing, minister of finance, delivered his 
annual budget in the House of Com­
mons vesterdav. His clear-cut state­
ment of Canada’s financial position 
was well received, and when he an­
nounced that, despite the world-wide 
depression, he was able to declare a 
surplus of current revenue over cur­
rent expenditure for the last fiscal 
year of $1,500,000, the government 
supporters applauded voiciferously.

Mr. Fielding began by reviewing the 
two fiscal years just closed and the 
current year. In 1908 he had counted 
on an actual revenue of $96,500,000 
and an expenditure oi $77,500,000 ; the 
actuaj revenue was $445,000 less than 
the estimate, but the actual expendi­
ture was $858.000 less than the es­
timate. The net result was that 
whereas the anticipated surplus was 
nineteen million, the actual surplus 
was $19.413,000. In addition, there 
was capital expenditure of $30,429.000 
of which VI'S,910,000 was chargeable to 
N. T. B., and other special expend!
tux *6:* $5,58

was a deficit of $519,981, but if that 
was deducted/we find that for twelve 
and three-quarter years we have had 
a total surplus of $114,539,106, or an 
average annual surplus of $8,983.- 
459.’’

Mr. Fielding said that he regretted 
the disposition on the part of a sec­
tion of the press to create a new 
standard in discussing surpluses and 
deficits. One Conservative paper set- 
forth, in flaming head lines, the state­
ment that in the' public accounts for 

been proposed to again adopt that the year there was a deficit of thirty

of finished roads to the C. P. R. and 
considering only the land grant, I 
venture to say that if we had been 
willing to give the G. T. P. twenty- 
five million acres of land in the west- 
we could have devised a scheme which 
would not have added a dollar to the 
public debt. I have no desire now to 
criticize the Conservative policy in 
connection with the C. P. R., but it 
is simple proof to say that that policy 
caused widespread dissatisfaction in 
the western country, and if it had

tal and special expenditure of $33.- 
937.000. If the surplus and sinking 
fund and a small refund were deduct­
ed from this capital expenditure it 
would leave a total net increase in 
debt of $14,288,000. or if the N. T. R. 
had not been built, there would have 
been a decrease in the national debt 
of over four million dollars. In ana­
lysing the revenue for 1908 he said the 
customs contributed $67,500,000. which 
was the largest customs revenue in 
ihe history of the Dominion, while 
the rate of taxation was lower than 
existed in former times. Calculated 
on dutiable goods only, the average 
rate of duty charged in 1896 was 29 
974; 1908, 26.582. In eluding dutiable 
and free goods the average rate of 
duty in 1896 was 19.129; in 1903, 16.480 

Surplus Despite Depression.
"For the fiscal year 1908-9, which 

closed a few days ago,” said the fin­
ance minister, “it has not been pos­
sible, to close up the accounts. The 
revenue of the year was affected by- a 
world wide stringency. As received 
up to April 10, it was $84,352,000. My 
estimate is that the complete revenue 
will be $84,500,000, eleven and a half 
millions less than the previous year 
or a shrinkage of twelve per cent. Ir 
face of such a falling of revenue, ? 
considerable deficit would not have 
bee ft surprising, but my iears are not 
to be realized and I estimate a sur­
plus of $1,500,000 on consolidated rev­
enue account. The expenditure up to 
April 10 has been $72,939,000 and 1 
estimate the total expenditure will 
be $83,000,000, which will leave a sur­
plus of $l,5O0,O0O. On capital and 
special expenditure we estimate it 
will take $25,5008900 for the N. T. R 
during the past year. Taking over 
the Quebec bridge adds $6,424,000. Oth­
er special charges of $17,300,000 bring 
the aggregate to $49,224,000. Deduct­
ing from this the surplus and a sink­
ing fund of $1,675.000, there would 
be a balance of $46,029,000 to be add­
ed to debt.-

"This is a very large increase, but 
it is to be noted that $32,000,000 of 
that amount" is accounted for by the 
X. T R. and the Quebec bridge, which 
is to be deemed hereafter a part of 
the X. T. R. I freely say that we 
might have avoided this addition to 
the public debt by retraining from 
the construction of the eastern di­
vision of the N. T. R. Especially, U 
has been said that we might have re­
frained from building the Moncton 
section. Now, whatever may be said 
by people living in the more remote 
districts, who are not familiar with

policy, it would not have commended
itself to the judgment of this House 
or to the country. But we were of 
opinion that our true course was to 
build the eastern division as a gov­
ernment work, and to face the respon­
sibility it would bring on us for a 
short time. We had faith that ;t 
would become, as it will, at an early 
period in its history, an interest-bear­
ing asset which will practically wipe 
out the debt which its cost represents 
So we say that while a few short­
sighted people, Well intentioned no 
doubt, might say that we 
should not have incurred this 
debt, I am sure that the sounder 
judgment oi the country will say that 
we did well to face the financial re­
sponsibility which is involved by these 
divisions of the public debt.

“Our trade statistics for the past 
year will necessarily be unfavorable 
but they will not be mon- unfavorable 
than the statistics of other countries 
The year 1907 was only a partial year- 
a period of nine months, and, there­
fore, it is impossible for us to make 
comparison. The total trade for the 
fiscal year 1908 reached a very high 
figure, being one hundred million 
more than 1906. In 1906 our exports 
amounted to $256.586,630, and in 1908 
they had increased to $230,006,600 
The imports in 1906 amounted to $294.- 
286,015, and in 1908 amounted to $370.- 
786,625. Our total trade in 1906 was 
$550,872,000, and in 1908 was $660.- 
793,000. Now for the fiscal year of 
1909, we have no final returns, but 
from the best information we can ob­
tain, our exports amounted to $26].- 
379.304. Our imports amounted to 
$292,353,021. Our total trade amounted 
to $553,737.000. The exports have fal­
len slightly, but there is a consider­
able decline in imports.

" In this respect we are able to make 
comparison with

ARCHBISHOPS' CONFERENCE.

1 xft iUii icnpcci we
flP .-iiTsfac ;o ry

the United States. The decline in im­
ports for the year has been about the 
same in both countries, but taking 
the figures of the calendar year, the 
exports of Canada have decreased 
only to a small extent, whereas the 
exports of the United States decreased 
very largely.

Recovery Will be Complete.
‘Coming now to the fiscal year 

which lies before us the year 1909-10 
it is only fair to say that with the 
abundant resources and widely recog- 
nozed energy of Canadian people we 
shall be speedily able to overtake the 
declines of the past year. It is only 
reasonable to suppose that the condi­
tions of the past year were due to 
special circumstances and that these 
-jnp paicrotjauiB Xnueioigns eq nyu 
ing the current year to enable us to 
receive a very considerable increase 
in revenue. I do not think we would 
be justified in expecting to reach the 
very high revenue of 1907-8, but we 
do think that the revenue oi 1909-10 
will considerably exceed that of the 
past year. The year just closed we 
are estimating to give a revenue of 
eightv-four and a, half million dollars 
For the present year, we anticipate 
that we shall realize a reasonable 
percentage over that, but we do not 
anticipate to. reach the revenue of 
1907-8. which was ninety-six millions 
It will undoubtedly take us another 
year to overtake that. We do think 
that the turn of the tide has come 
and that from this out the revenue 
will steadily increase. With this con­
dition of revenue and with the very 
many demands being made upon us- 
it would be almost unavoidable that 
we should meet the difficulties by an 
increase in taxation. In some other 
countries, that seems to be tihe remedy 
for the financial conditions that have 
risen there. In our judgment, how­
ever, there is no heed of increased tax­
ation. We think the truer and sound­
er method is to meet the situation by 
a substantial reduction in our ex­
penditures, and that is the method we 
have adopted.”

Mr. Fielding submitted figures show­
ing a reduction of $9,324.243 in t'he 
estimate on consolidated fund expen­
diture for 1909-10 compared with the 
appropriations for the previous year- 
On capital account there was a reduc­
tion of $13.347.215. The total reduc­
tion was $22,581,458. There were de­
mands for public work» all over, the 
country and many great works were 
projected in both railways and can­
als,but while these were important and* 
in some cases would have to be taken

the need’s of that line, there is no por- up at a later date, it was much 
tion of the N. T. R. which was so important that in the present connu 
unanimously demanded by the people tion of affairs we should 
particularly connected with it. Peo- financial
pie of the Maritime Province, with­
out regard to party, were practically 
unanimous in demanding that if -Can­
ada was to engage in another trans­
continental, they should have connec­
tion with it by some line better suited 
lor a transcontinental service than the
old I. C. R.

"We might have avoided this addi­
tion to the public debt by following 
the example of eur predecessors in 
aiding the C. P R- Leaving out of 
consideration the cash bonus and gift»

await
improved financial condition.

Uninterrupted Surpluses 
“We think,” he said, “our ain> 

should be to provide during the pres­
ent year out of our revenue for all 
ordinary expenditures and for a con 
siderable part of our capital expen 
diture, if not all. In any event for 
all except the enpenditure on account 
of the National Transcontinental. It 
has been our good fortune to present 
an uninterrupted series of surpluses 
for a long period oi years. For the 
first, to Hon. Geo. E. Foster, the last

millions with more to come. He had
seen siçiilar statements in other news­
papers, hut he submitted that was not 
q candid way oi dealing with the pub­
lic accounts. The word® “surplus” 
and “deficit” had a meaning which 
had existed from the beginning of con­
federation. From Sir John Rose, the 
first, to Ho. Geo. E. Foster, the last- 
Conservative finance minister, the 
present method had been followed of 
separating the capital and revenue ex­
penditure.

Mr. Borden asked whether this sys­
tem prevailed in any other country 
and whether this was not a suitable 
time to conform to the practice when 
Canada had been enjoying an enorm­
ous superabundance of revenue.

Mr. Fielding—I think we are more 
concerned with what has been the 
established practice of Canada than 
with what has been the established 
practice oi other countries, conditions 
of which may be utterly unlike thoes 
of Canada. I think there are reasons 
why the practice in England would 
not. be a sound practice in Canada 
I think a country which has to en­
gage in large operations, which needs 
to borrow money in order to develop 
its resources, must establish different 
conditions from that in an old settled 
country which has had hundreds of 
years of experience.

Mr. Borden—What is the practice in 
Australia and New Zealand?

Mr. Fieldihg said he was not aware 
but he did not think it important.

Mr. Borden—They are like us, are 
they not?

The Test is a New One.
Mr. Fielding—I do not admit that 

they are entirely like us. Meantime I 
am chiefly concerned in showing the 
unfairness of my Conservative friends 
in applying to finances of the present 
time a test which they never applied 
to the finances when their own friend1 
were in power. Had this tept been 
applied to this a surplus of $1,638,821- 
declared by Sir Leonard Tilley in 
1873, it would have shown a deficit 
of $17,661.000. Under this test a sur­
plus of $1,865,0356 declared by Mr. 
Foster in 1889, would have been a de­
ficit oi $2.998.000. A very interesting 
feature of our expenditures in recent 
years had been the large amounts of 
money applied to -expenditures upon 
capital or special service with a very 
moderate addition to the public debt 
The total capital and the special out­
lay for the past twelve and three- 
quarter years amounted to $212,449.-. 
526. But what is the fact? While we 
have spent in twelve and three-quarter 
years $212,449,000 on capital and spec­
ial charges we have added to the pub­
lic debt only $65,500,000. We have 
provided sixty-nine per cent, of that 
class of expenditure out of ordinary 
revenue. I venture to say that in no 
previous period of the history of Can 
ada was there ever such a large sum 
spent on capital and special account 
with so small an addition to the public 
debt. We have had during recent 
years very large borrowing opera­
tions. There are several causes for 
this, -old loans maturing, the N. T. R 
taking over the Quebec bridge ,con 
siderable withdrawals from govern­
ment savings banks, a considerable 
loan to the Montreal harbor commis­
sion, the cost of the seed grain dis­
tribution and a heavy falling off in 
our revenue.

The Recent Loans.
“In consequence of all these de­

mands it was that we needed to go 
to the money market more frequently 
than usual. Since the last budget 
speech we borrowed in June, 1908- 
£5,000,000 at 3 3-4 per cent., repayable 
in 1912; in October, 1908, £5.000,00(3 at- 
3 1-2 per cent., repayable in 1950: iiv 
January. 1909, £6,000,000 at 3 3-4 per 
cent., issued at 99 3-4, repayable in 
1919. This last loan was the largest 
colonial loan ever placed on the Lon­
don market. As is not unusual, it was 
at first only partially taken by the 
public. Forty-one per cent, was taken 
by the public and the balance for 
the moment remained on the hands 
of the underwriters. That loan now 
stands at a premium of nearly 3,1-3 
per cent., so that if it was not im- 
mediaely taken by the public, it does 
not. say anything against the credit 
of the Dominion. A 3 1-2 per cent 
loan may now be regarded as our 
standard security. Many years ago 
we issued one at 2 1-2 per cent. and 
theh at 3. With improved conditions 
we may come to the 3 per cent, rate 
again, but meantime, we must be 
content with 3 1-2, and it is important 
that we should keep our 31-2 per cent 
securities on a good basis in London. 
It would have been difficult to place 
another 3 1-2 per cent, loan on the 
market and we decided therefore to 
issue this loan at the rate of 3 3-4 
per cent., and to make it a short loan 
for a period of ten years with the 
option of redeeming it after five years 
The loan will thus fall due at a time 
when we will not be embarrassed by 
other loans maturing. Then we

Roman Catholic Clergy Convene in 
Ottawa to Discuss Discipline.

Ottawa, Ont., April 20.—The open­
ing session of the annual conference 
of Roman Catholic archbishops of 
Canada took place today and was at­
tended by all the archbishops, ex­
cept Mgr. Langevin, Manitoba, who 
was unable to be present^ Accom­
panying Archbishop Begin, of Que­
bec, is Mgr. Tetu, and with Mgr. 
McCarthy, of Halifax, is Father 
Lavaloie. ' Father Demers accom­
panies Archbishop Bruchési, of Mont­
real. The matters to be considered 
at the conference will be mostly those 
relating to the discipline and IsBidred 
affairs. The decree issued will have 
tp be forwarded- to Rome and will not 
be annouced for perhaps oyer a year. 
Mgr. Sharctti is presiding.

YOUNG TURKS ARE 
AGAIN IN CONTROL

With 35,000 Troops Enclosing the 
Capital They Are Now Dictating 

Terms to Reactionaries.

Had Longest Name in World.
Paducah, Ky., April 20.—Death came 
by drowning to Arthur Hugh Thomas 
T. DeWitt Talmage Hardin Eddy 
Lane Arlaird Linnie Marion Branch 
Sam Jones Pigg Reuben Walker 
Chiles, who is said to have had the 
longest name in the world. He dis­
appeared on Friday and today his 
body was found in Perkin’s Creek, 
near Paducah. Eacli name .was for 
some preacher of note. His father 
was superintendent, of the Rescue 
Mission of Paducah.

THOUSANDS HOMELESS 
AND FAMINE IMMINENT

Further Report of Massacre of Ar­
menians in Adana — Moslem 
Hordes Entered City and Were 
Armed by Authorities—Fearful 
Atrocities Committed.

Lama, Island of Cyprus, April 20. 
—The massacre began in the markets 
of Adana last Wednesday morning, a 
dispatch from Adana by way of Lata- 
kala, Syria, states ; The Armenians 
retired to their own quarters and re­
sisted for 48 hours. The Christian 
bazaars were looted and burned. For 
several days the Moslems came in 
from the surrounding country in 
hordes. They were armed by the 
authorities, who pretended they were 
military reserves. Women and chil­
dren were horribly mutilated. The 
massacre spread to Tar- is and other 
places. The whole <*fttrict is in a 
shocking condition. /Thousands are 
homeless and famine’ ‘is imminent. 
The 4,009 refugee^ in the yard of the 
American Institute at Tarsus are in a 
pitiable condition. Provisions, cloth­
ing and physicians are needed urgent­
ly.

American Cruisers Despatched.
Washington, D.C., April 20.—Moved 

by the danger which threatens Ameri­
cans and their interests in Asiatic 
Turkey, the administration today or­
dered two armored cruisers, the Mon­
tana and the North Carolina, to sail 
immediately for Manila for Alexan- 
dretta, Syria, to protect American 
citizens.
British Warships to Turkish Waters

Malta. April 21—Orders, have been 
given for the British battleships Ca- 
ponius and Ocean and the cruiser Mi­
nerva, to leave here tonight ‘or Turk­
ish waters.

To Protect Foreigners.
Corful. April 21—The German cruis­

er Hamburg, which has been adtine 
as escort to the imperial yacht Ho- 
henzollern, has been ordered to Mer- 
sina, for the protection of foreigners 

French Ships to Mersina.
Paris. April 21—The minister of ma­

rine has been advised that the French 
cruiser Jules Michelet has arrived at 
Pieraeus and that the cruiser Victor 
Hugo has gone direct to Mersina.

SCORE OF VILLAGES BURN.

YANKEE POACHER IS 
TARGET FOR CRUISER

American Vessel in Canadian Waters on 
Pacific Coast Hove to Under Fire 
from Canadian Government Cruiser. 
—Poacher’s Mainsail Torn to Shreds.

Fierce Fire in Mexico—Thousands 
Rendered Homeless.

Mexico City, April 20.—A great for­
est fire is’ raging in teh Zitacuaro 
Mountains, in Michaocan. Hun­
dreds of men who have been fighting 
the flames have been compelled to 
give up the unequal struggle, and the 
mountain is now burm^^froin end 
to end, a distance of many miles. 
Thousands have been rendered home­
less by the fir, and a great quantity 
of the dye woods, in which the region 
abounds, has been destroyed. Ow­
ing to the isolation of the region the 
fire will have to burn itself out. The 
country thereabouts abounds in valu­
able hardwoods. Already a number 
of valuable haciendas have been 
swept by the flames,_ and scores of 
villages destroyed. No details as to 
loss of life are available.

SASKATCHEWAN.BUYS BELL

Entire System in Sister Province Will 
Pass into Hands of Government.

Regina, Sask., April 20. The Sas­
katchewan government has purchased 
all the long distance lines, local ex­
changes and equipment of the Bell 
Telephone company in this province, 
and will take over the system on May 
jsft, jnext. The announcement Was 
made this evening, but nothing as to 
the nature of the transaction was oh 
tamable, as certain details remain to 
b“ worked out. It is understood, how­
ever, that the purchase price is to b3 
paid in cash and not provincial‘bonds 
as was the case in Manitoba.

King and Queen Cruising.

(Continued on Page Four).

Girgenti, Sicily, April 21.—The 
Royal yacht Victoria and Albert, with 
King Edward and Queen Alexandra 
on board, has arrived here from 
Genoa. Their Majesties are cruis­
ing in the Mediterranean. *

London, April 21—Tonight’s dis­
patches from Constantinople show 
that, the Young Turk party’s army is 
rapidly inclosing Constantinople with 
a ring of steel. They have the city 
closely invested and at their mercy. 
The outposts of the advancing army 
are within two miles of Constanti­
nople. Commander Husni Pasha has 
issued a proclamation announcing hi? 
intention of punishing all concerned 
in the reactionary movement. The 
sultan’s fate remains uncertain. Con­
stantinople rings with reports that his 
abdication is imminent. Apparently 
the sultan does not appreciate the 
gravity of the situation although as 
cabled by your correspondent on Sat­
urday, his yacht with steam up and 
with two American officers. Com­
mander Buckman and Capt. Ledbet­
ter, is ready to take him away if the 
Young Turks permit him to flee.

The sultan, with’the grand vizier, 
conferred for hours on Tuesday. It 
is reported that the grand vizier ex­
pressed a desire to resign. Constan­
tinople is quiet. The commanders of 
the army of the Young Turks are 
maintaining perfect order. It is re­
ported that Recliad Effendi, the heir- 
apparent to the throne, left his pal­
ace five days ago and that his pres­
ent whereabouts are unknown. Anoth­
er report tonight is that the council 
of ministers, after a conference with 
the grand vizier, the Sheik U1 Islam- 
Saldin Effendi and the sultan, decid­
ed to open negotiations with Husni 
Pasha, commander of the constitution­
alist forces.

Their Fidelity Purchased.
It is reported that the second di­

vision of the Imperial Guards, sta­
tioned at Yildiz Kiosk, swore eternal 
fidelity to the sultan, each troop re­
ceiving five pounds. Turkish, and a 
round of ammunition. It is reported 
that Nazim Pasha, commander oi tire 
Constantinople garrison, has resigned- 
and that parliament will meet here­
after in the yacht club house at San 
Stefano.

The Constitutionalists at San Stet- 
ano have arrested numerous Moslem 
priest# and theological students who 
are trying to bribe the soldiers. Tire 
order of the Sheik U1 Islam for the 
dethronement «.of the sultan has not 
been published. It is expected mo­
mentarily. Reports fro mYildiz Kiosk 
say that the sultan is plunged in deep 
mentarily. Reports from Y i Id in' Kiosk 
time he will be killed.

It is reported that two hundred of­
ficers of the Young Turk party have 
arrived at th ecapital and that they 
have sworn to assassinate the sultan- 
whom they accuse of having ordered 
the assassination of two hundred mem­
bers of tlie Young Turk party. It is 
stated that tlie first step toward tin 
enthronement of the new sultan 
Recliad Effendi, will be taken tomor­
row, when he will be invested with 
the sword of the prophet.

Expects no Resistance.
Husni Pasha today telegraphed to 

the commanders of tlie Constitution 
alist troops at Saloniki that no fur 
tlier troops are wanted as he expect­
ed to enter Constantinople without 
resistance. The Young Turks’ army 
of 25.000 nien are concentrated at Ha- 
demkoi, about 25 miles from Constan­
tinople. An advance guard is near 
Makrikui, seven miles from the cap­
ital. It is commanded by Muktar Bey- 
The fidelity of the Turkish fleet being 
doubtful, the troops are leaving the 
sea coast and carrying out a strategic 
march inland. They will concentrate 
at Sail Stefa.no. Some companies ar­
rived last night at Dnound Pasha, less 
than two miles from Stamboul, Thi« 
morning they teached Ziniirli, four 
miles from Peru. Another Tiattalion 
has arrived on the hills by the Bos­
phorus. Others are on the march for 
Eyoub, in tlie Golden Horn, between 
Hademoki and Safruki. The invad- 
of all it is intended to occupy Perea, 
ored motor cars. All the movements 
oi the concentration of troops near 
the capital are directed by Pertev 
Paslia, chief of staff of the third army 
corps. One battalion of the Genarm- 
erie is occupying San Stefano. Order 
prevails everywhere. The population 
receives the troops with enthusiasm. 
Besides their own guns the young 
Turks troops have taken some of the 
big guns from the Chatalja. The 
plan of operations is to invest the 
capital by placing troops on the hills 
near Stamboul, the Golden Horn, the 
Sweetwaters ,at tlie head of the Gold­
en Horn and the sultan's palace. First 
of al lit is intende dto occupy Persa 
the European quarter. Then the army 
will dictate conditions.

Prince of Samos Murdered 
Vienna, April 21—A telegram re­

ceived here from Smyrna. Asiatic 
Turkey, declares that Andre Kopassi» 
Effendi, prince of Samos has been 
murdered. Samos is a ,<5r.eek island 
off the west coast of AslajMinor. It 
pays annual tribute to- Turkey and 
Tutkey maintains a garrison there 
It h is been under the protection ef 
F.aice. England and Russia since 
11.32 The Prince of Samos is nomin­
ated by the sultan. He was appoint­
ed to office in 1897. There arose a 
serious movement against him in May 
of last year, when he was seized by 

i the malcontents and beaten. He made

C.P.R. NEGOTIATING 
FOR RIGHT-OF-WAY

High Level Bridge Will be Started 
This Summer According to 

C.P.R. Official-.

Î3

Vancouver, B.C., April 21—For the 
first time since the Canadian fishery 
service has attempted to interfere 
with American halibut fishing in nor­
thern waters, alleged to be contiguous 
to Canada the Dominion government- 
cruiser Kestrel last Sunday afternoon 
got into a real action with her hand­
some big Nordfelt machine guns.

Four rounds were fired at the Se­
attle halibut fishing steamer Charles 
Levi \\ oodbury. Five bullets tore 
through the atmosphere in the direction 
of the Woodbury as the vessels head­
ed at full speed from the west coast 
of Vancouver Island, and pointed 
out towards tlie middle of the Pacific 
ocean. Three of the rounds were 
rnerfelv directed to call attention to 
the command to heave to which had 
issued from the Kestrel to the Ameri­
can schooner, but the series of shots 
meant business.

Ripped Mainsail.
The gun was pointed at the fish 

boat, which was then at a distance of 
only a couple of hundred yards, and 
still making for the open sea as rapid­
ly as wind and her gasoline engines 
would take her. The bullets, aimed 
high, ripped the mainsail of the 
schooner and one or two knocked 
splinters off the main mast.

Up went the hands of Captain Sin­
clair, for he feared lie would be sunk 
right there if he did not stop.. At 
the same moment the second gun of 
the Kestrel was swung across her 
deck into range of the fishing boat. 
Immediately the engines of the Wood­
bury were stopped and her sails lash­
ed by British bullets were hauled 
down.

But even then he American cap­
tain would not willingly surrender. 
He declined to tie a hauser aboard 
his vessel. A few minutes later an 
officer and three men from the Kes­
trel boarded him and took charge.

Altogether it was the most exciting 
event in the career of the Kestrel. 
Captain Newcomb, of the Kestrel, de­
clares that if he ever had a clear case 
again* an American . vessel, this 
is the one. Early Sunday afternoon 
tlie Ixys;tvel wa.- steaming leisurely 
,norflHfl'Vlà "‘QhTrtsiil.-} ,>> i.-joc 
west coast, when Captain Neweonibe 
espied an American vessel fishing be­
tween* east and west Haycpcy islands. 
These islands lie about ten miles off 
Cape Scott, the northernmost point 
of Vancouve risland. The islands are 
themselves five miles apart, so that 
from Captain Newcomb’s figuring, it 
is impossible that the American boat 
could be more than two and a half 
miles from either shore. As a mat­
ter oi fact. Captain Newcomb says 
that when he first observed her, the 
vessel was within a mile of the east 
island.

Captain Sinclair, of the Woodbury, 
apparently did not notice the arrival 
of the Kestel on the scene until the 
government vessel was within about 
three miles. Then the. American ran 
along to pick up her five dories, the 
fishermen " cutting their gear without 
wasting time to pull a fathom of it 
in. Within twenty minutes after 'the 
Kestrel was sighted, the last dory 
had been picked up and the schoon­
er, with her motor power working to 
its full capacity, and her sails spread 
to a fine"western breeze, turned tail 
towards, highlands of the broad blue 
Pacific. The wonder is, with her 
excellent engine power and sail force, 
that the Woodbury did not show a 
clean pair of heels to the Canadian 
cruiser, which, to put it briefly 
not iii the Mauralania class. But 
the cruiser gradually overhauled the 
American in a classy event.

Kestrel Overhauls Woodbury.
With the Chinese coast somewhere 

ahead, they went at it, and by the 
time they were four and a quarter 
miles off. shore, the Kestrel was along 
side and the captains of the two 
vessels were conversing in free ana 
familiar, if not very friendly term 
In the meantime Capt. Newcomb had 
been virorously sounding four blasts 
from his siren as a signal for the 
Aerican to stop, but she kept right 
on her course. A first, round of the 
machine gun was fired when the rac 
bad but well begun and tlie next two 
were directed to send the bullets 
across the bows of the Yankee yes 
sel. But tlie captain of the 
thought it was all a fine game of bluff 
and ade no atept to stop.

When Captain Newcomb got abreast 
of the Aerican. he opened communica­
tion through a speaking trumpet. In 
cthe polite language of the educated 
navy he told the schooner to heave 
to or be sunk or words to that effect. 
The effect was a laugh from the few 
of the Americans who were on deck, 
/or the 25 men who composed the fish­
ing crew had mostly been kept care 
fully below during all the excitement 
and gun filing.

tSop or Be Sunk.
“Stop- or I .will put a hole through 

you,” called Capt. Newcomb.
“I don’t think so,” said Capt. Sinclair 

in a reply that came plainly over the 
raging water. Then the big gun went 
off anda little section of the Woodbury 
sail spread was in shreds and the hand 
of her captain was raised as if he was 
being held up and was afraid of getting 
another shot through his vitals.

According to the statements of P. 
McPherson, Winnipeg, right of .wav 
agent of the Canadian Pacific Rail­
way company, with jurisdiction from 
Port Arthur to Vancouver, who is now 
spendinging two weeks in Edmonton 
and Strathcona closing up the pur­
chase of the right of way to the pro­
posed high level bridge on both 
sides of the river, the ’mueh-talked-of 
structure will be a reality in the 
course of the shortest possible time.

Work will be started, says the C.
P. R. official, immediately after th» 
first flush of the river, about May or 
June, and it is probable that the 
piers will be placed in position before 
next winter. It is most likely that 
before a year has passed the bridge 
will be ready for use and wil have 
accommodation fo. rthe street rail­
way, passenger and vehicular traffic 
as wel las fo rthe C. P. R.

For the fust time since the bridge 
was discussed three or four years ago 
the C. P. R. during the past few days 
have hold of tlie question in an ac­
tive manner. The result is the present 
visit of Mr. McPherson who will .re­
main here until \e has completed the 
negotiations with every property 
owner who will come to an agreement 
for the purchase of the right of way 
on both sides of the river. If there, 
are any of tlie deals now pending 
which canot be completed expropria­
tion proceedings will at once be confi­
rm need in accordance with the ex­
propriation notices served several 
weeks ago.

Mr. McPherson States Chat the new 
bridge wil be rushed forward this 
summer with the utmost speed and 
he would not be surprised to see H 
ready for use before the middle of 
next summer.

No arrangements have yet been made 
for die meeting of the mayor sof Ed­
monton and Strathcona with Vice- 
President Wn,!-,Whyte, who is slightly 
ill at the pres/nt time in Victoria- 
B.C. Both P|;.vor Lee and Mayor 
Duggan are confident, however, that 
a conference will be' arranged, either 
by a . ' Ml vT Vu . , Bdnj „
ton on "BTs" return mp or at Calgary 
while he is jrassing through on the 
main line.

Negotiating in Edmonton.
Negotiations have been in progress 

in Edmonton for the past ten days 
but no definite statements have been 
given out yet as to-the progress made- 
McDougall and Seeord state that the 
negotiations for their property are rb 
the same stage as two years ago. In 
a nüniber*of other lots thirty day op­
tions have been secured and these 
will be taken up by the company.. It 
is reported that in one ease an option 
of $25.000 was given for one corner 
property north oi Josper.

Purchases in Strathcona.
Mr. McPherson, accompanied by 

the C. P. R. solicitor, J. D. Hyndman 
was in Strathcona Wednesday 
meeting the owners of property who 
have not yet closed with the com­
pany by purchase. There are about 
half a dozen owners of lots who have 
not yet reached an agreement, but 
about half of the right of way to the 
southern terminus of the bridge is now 
held by the railway company. A large 
deal was put through .yesterday with 
R. B. Douglas and A. G:- Baalim, 
the joint owners of ten lots located 
in block 149 at the southern approach 
to the high level bridge. The price 

15 paid has not been announced but one 
of the vendors state dto the Bulletin 
this morning that it was perfectly 
satisfactory. Other owners on the 
southern side of the river are being 
met this afternoon.

(Continued on Page Seven.)

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE SET BACK

Quebec Legislature Refuse to Incor­
porate Montreal Church.

Quebec, April 20.—The Upper House 
of the legislature killed today the bill 
to incorporate the first congregation < f 
Christ Scientists in this province, sit­
uated in Montreal.

The leaders of both political parties 
supported the measure, but the rank 
and file, headed by the medical men 
in the house, and their friends, killed 
the measure by their opposition to io 
principles of faith cures, supporting 
themselves on extracts read by them 
from Mrs. Edfty’s writings.

Caught Robber in Automobile.

San Francisco, April 20—Tames M 
Thompson, vice-president of the Thomp­
son Bridge company, with offices at 103 
Main street, on entering his office today 
with a sack containing $3,200, which he 
had just drawn from the Bank of Cali­
fornia, saw that the bookkeeper had 
been tied to a chair, and on turning his 
head was confronted by two masked 
men, one of whom shot him through the 
breast, inflicting a serious woqnd. Grab­
bing up the saclÿ the men made a dash 
for a buggy near by. which one man en­
tered. The fleeing man was pursued by 
policemen in an automobile and wns fin­
ally Captured. He is F. F. Gorman, an 
ex-convict.

Western Clerics in Toronto.
Toronto, April 18.—The bishop <f 

Saskatchewan and Archbishop Bloyd 
are at the Walker House.

The C. P. R. Earnings.

Montreal, April 20.—C. P. R. earn­
ings for week ending April 14th m- 
creased $185,009, compared with last 
year, while those of the Grand Trunk 
were $59,002.

A


