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Progress of the War.

The progress of the war con
tinues to be as great a conundrum 
as ever. Such intelligence as 
comes to us from the front is more 
contradictory and conflicting than 
ever. The Americans are still in 
doubt as to whether or not the 
Spanish squadron, under com
mand of Admiral Cervera, is still 
in the harbor of Santiago de Cuba. 
On June the 1st we were informed 
that the American fleet, under 
Commodore Schley, had been can
nonading the batteries at the en
trance of Santiago harbor, all the 
previous day. Following this, it 
was said the American ships had 
been engaged with the Spanish 
squadron. It was said the fight 
had been very severe, and lasted 
the greater part of the afternoon. 
Washington advices regarding; 
the matter, of course, indicate/ 
that the advantage was on the side 
of the Americans. Indeed it was 
said-.the .victory was believed 
to be greater than that of Dewey 
at Manila! We were told the 
batteries were silenced, and that 
the Americans sailed into the har
bor, while half a dozen mines ex 
ploded about their ships, without 
doing any damage. The following 
day we had word from Washing 
ton that nothtng had been receiv
ed at the navy department to 
throw any light upon the engage 
ment at Santiago, and all the sue 
ceeding despatches have gone to 
show that there was no battle at 
all. Among the reports in connec 
tion with this alleged engagement, 
was one to the effect that a couple 
of torpedo boats from the Spanish 
fleet went out the harbor on the 
night previous to the day on which 
the alleged engagement took place, 
to reconnoitre ; and that they 
were discovered by the American 
ships. The news of this alleged 
engagement and American victory 
had scarcely cooled off when in 
telligence of a kind altogether dif 
ferent, came to us. We were in 
formed from Washington that Ad 
mirai Sampson’s fleet had formed 
a juction with that of Commodore 
Schley, in front of Santiago ; 
but notwithstanding this fact 
there was no likelihood . of 
any aggressive steps being 
taken until the military ex 
pedition sent from the States 
should arrive at Santiago. This 
expedition was said to have left 
Tampa, and was said to comprise 
20,000 troops, and 50,000 more 
likely to follow. This move on 
the part of Admiral Sampson left 
at Havana only enough vessels td 
make the blockade effective, while 
a few ships were assembled at
Tampa to act as convoys for the 
transports. This was the news 
we had on the 2nd inst. On the 
3rd we were gravely informed 
from New York, by way of diver 
sion, that the American fleet had 
renewed the attack on Santiago, 
and that the rebels from Sanguano 
camp had attacked the city in the 
rear ; and that a bloody fight was 
raging. On the 4th we were told 
the attack on Santiago was still 
in progress. It was also said a 
United States auxiliary cruiser, 
well armed, attempted to force 
the passage into the harbor ; that 
the Spaniards allowed her to cross 
the first line of torpedoes, but be
fore she arrived at the second line 
they discharged a torpedo which 
broke a great hole through her 
side, causing her to sink im 
mediately, bow first This intelli
gence was immediately amended 
to the effect that the sunken 
vessel was the collier Merrimac, 
and that she was sunk by the 
Americans on purpose to block 
the channel, so that the «Spanish 
ships Could not escape. There 
was a crew of eight persons on 
board the Merrimac and they 
were taken prisoners by the 
Spaniards. It is now said they 
are to be exchanged for an equal 
number of Spanish prisoners in 
custody of the Americans. Later 
advices say that the Americans 
are now convinced that the whole 
of Admiral Cervera’s squadron is 
not in Santiago harbor.. Other 
advices say that another Spanish 
squadron has sailed from Cadiz, 
and may. be expected to turn up 
in West Indian waters almost any 
time. Indeed it is reported that 
strange ships have been seen by 
fishermen off Martinique. This, 
in brief, is the war news as we 
have it up to the 7th, . It will 
certainly be admitted that, if it 
does not contain much intelligente 
of » very definite character, it 
undoubtedly has the merit of 
variety. The latest war news 
says that one battalion of engi
neers, three batteries of artillery, 
three regiments of infantry and a 
number of heavy siege guns were 
landed west of Santiago de Cuba 
on Saturday. Another despatch 
says a great battle at Santiago is 
expected to occur on Friday, when 
the United States troops are ex
pected to reach Santiago, Mean
time, we are told, the navy will 
wait for the military expedition 
to take up a position. The Am
ericans have published their plans, 
so say the reports. They are to 
the effect that Santiago is first to 
be occupied by the United States 
army, and Porto Rico is to be in
vaded later. That looks nice on 
paper. On the heels of all this 
comes the following report from 
Gibraltar: It is reported here 
that the Spanish fleet commanded 
by Admiral Cervera has returned 
to Cadiz after completing a series 
of manœuvres which formed the 
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dummy fleet at Santiago. _ It says 
that auxiliaries were painted to 
represent cruisers which have 
really gone to the Philippines.

When the franchise bill passed 
by the Dominion House of Com
mons reached the Senate, Senator 
Miller gave notice of his inten
tion to move an amendment to 
the effect that an appeal from the 
revising officer would lie to a 
judge, in those Provinces where 
such appeal is not already pro
vided for by Provincial statute. 
Accordingly when the bill was 
considered in committee Senator 
Miller moved his amendment, 
which after a vigorous discussion 
was carried by a vote of 34 to 13. 
The bill, consequently goes back 
to the Commons, for concurrence 
in this and other amendments, or 
refusal to concur in the same. 
We shall see what the result will 
be. Referring to the discussion 
on this bill, Mr. S. D. Scott, the 
excellent correspondent at Ottawa 
of the St John Sun and Halifax 
Herald has this to say: “The 
Minister of Justice declined 
accept some of the amendments 
proposed by Senator Ferguson 
to the Franchise Bill as well as 
the one proposed by Senator 
Miller in regard to the appeal to 
judges from the reviser. But 
some of the suggestions of Mr. 
Ferguson, Mr. Mills was glad to 
accept, and he ought to have been 
grateful for them all. It would 
have been good enough party 
politics for Mr. Ferguson and his 
colleagues from the Island in the 
Senate, and for Mr. Martin and 
Mr. McDonald in the other cham
ber, to have allowed the bill to go 
through without any Prince Ed 
ward Island amendment. The re
sult would probably have been 
the disfranchisement of every hu 
man being in Prince Edward 
Island, and the production of 
beautiful object lesson of the in 
dnstry and capacity and care of 
the Minister of Marine. It would 
also have been shown bow illogi 
cal and unbusinesslike is the at
tempt of the Government to fit on 
to a general election system the 
various laws and devices in opera 
tion in the Province» " It hap 
pens that Prince Edward Island 
alone of. the Provinces has 
electoral list and in its local elec 
tions does not use the ballot 
Now the franchise bill proposes to 
adopt tbe ballot and certain elec
tion methods | but through care
lessness and by reason of the 
difficulty of fitting together a lot 
of different conditions, the bill as 
drawn did not provide for work 
ing tbe ballot properly with the 
Island system, In the Commons 
Mr, Macdonald and Mr. Martin 
pointed out that clauses in refer
ence to the voters lists had no 
meaning so far as Prince Edward 
Island was concerned because 
there were no voters lists. The 
Solicitor General, who worked 
like a beaver over his wvful task 
made an effort to straightei

thod by which these special votes can 
be taken account of by tbe returning 
officer. Senator Ferguson suggests 
that the bill be amended to provide 
that in the province of Prince Ed
ward I. as elsewhere all votes should 
be given personally. Mr Mills appear
ed to be grateful for this suggestion. 
Still another difficulty arose over the 
oaths to be taken at the polls. The 
t^l provides that the oath used in 
Provincial elections shall be adopted 
in the case of a man who has occa
sion to swear that he has not voted 
before in the same district. Under 
the form that this bill would have es
tablished the elector would only 
need to swear that he had not voted 
in the local electoral district where 
the poll was held. As there are four 
or five local districts in each Dornin 
ion district it would appear that 
man might vote several times for the 
same candidate. Mr. Mills, who i 
very profound, but not very quick ol 
apprehension, was induced to see the 
point of this objection and set him
self to work to provide an oath to 
auit the case. These are some 
the corrections which Senator Fergu
son has succeeded in making. They 
were absolutely necessary to make 
the bill at all workable in his own 
province, and if tbe government 
Sir Louis Davies have the instinct 
gratitude they would be devoutly 
thankful to their opponents who have 
kept them from making themselves 
objects of ridicule from Tignish 
Souris.”
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things put, ond Sir Louis Davies, 
whose loose habits of thought are 
better adapted to reckless attack 
than to constructive legislation, 
confused the matter with various 
suggestions. But when the bill 
reached the Senate there still re
mained, notwithstanding a nnm 
her of provisions, respecting 
Prince Edward Island, one clause 
which inslgded that province and 
required that every ypter should 
be registered before he could get 
a ballot. This section would shut 
out every map ip Prince Edward 
Island from the polls. Afr, Mills 
was ready enough to amemj this 
clause and to give the Prince Ed
ward Islanders a chance for their 
lives, or at least for their liberties:

“ Then came another snag, fn 
Prince Edward Island, in the case 
of a scrutiny after a Provincial 
contest, there is no difficulty in 
setting aside illegal votes. The 
voting is open, and if it is found 
that some one has voted who had 
not the right, it is only necessary 
to examine the poll book, discover 
that he voted, apd strike out the 
vote. But in the Dominion law, 
where the ballot is used, there is 
no such remedy. Under the bill 
as introduced ip tbe Senate, if a 
question arose in the trial of a pe
tition or a recount touching the 
qualification of a voter in Prince 
Edward Island it would be pos
sible to ascertain whether be had 
a right to vote. But after that 
tbe Court cduld do nothing about 
it The ballot would be in the 
box along with the rest aj^ no
body would know for whom it was 
marked, In the- other provinces 
the qualification of tbe voter is 
tried and settled by the revising * 
officer or the coart of appeals, if 
one ; and therefore, the appearance 

a name on the list is

Another patriot has received hie 
reward. In answer to Hon. Mr 
Foster on the afternoon of the 31st 
May, Sir Wilfrid stated that M. 

Cameron, M, F. for West Huron, had 
been appointed lieutenant governor of 
the Northwest Territories. Mr. Cam 
eron left Ottawa about a week previ 
ously, and it waa understood then that 
he had thé appointment in his pocket. 
The first morning sitting of the eeeeion 
was held on the Slit. The house went 
into committee on tbe canal estimates, 
and presently struck an item which 
caused a lively-discussion. One of the 
large contracts on that public work was 
pot np to tender. Tbe lowest tender 
was that of Hogan, and next above 
him was Onderdonk, who was some 
$40,000 higher, The specifications gave 
two years for the completion of the con 
tract. Tbe contract was awarded tp 
Hogan, bnt when he came forward to 
sign he wee informed that he most 
complete the job in a year. Hogan 
said that he was not prepared for this 
change in conditions, so the contract 
was taken from him. It was not again 
put up to tender, bnt was at once hand; 
ed over to Onderdonk at his higher fig 
ores. When tbe orders of the day were 
called Mr. Poo pore opened up a long 
discussion by ap appeal on behalf of 
the Ottawa and Georgian Bay canal 
which he maiptaipe will be the great 
future highway for traffic between the 
west and the Bt. Lawrence, Mr, Poor 
pore maintains that the construction of 
the Ottawa ship canal would be taken 
up by a strong firm if tbe government 
would guarantee interest on seventeen 
million dollars, fle contended that it 
would dopble the western' freight from 
the United States ind Canada forward 
ed to the St. Lawrence rente. Mr. Bel- 
cour supported tfop proposition. Hon 
Mr. Haggart spoke favorably of thp 
project, though he had doubts of the 
merits of Mr. Poupore’s plan of opera
tion. Mr. Charlton condemned the 
project, which he paid wonjd cost 
many times more than Mr. Ponpore 
supposed. Hon. Mr. Tarte took oppor
tunity to declaim on the merits of bis 
favorite Parry Sound scheme. Sir Wil 
frid Laurier eoanseljed caution and 
care, and said it would be wise for the 
government to look carefully into the 
matter. Be apd hie colleagues would 
give the matter their best eonsidera 
tion. Six o'clock. The afternoon and 
evening sessions of tbe house remained 
in supply on Blair’s eatimates, chiefly 
relating to canals. The solicitor gen 
eral gave notice of a motion to ratify 
the award of Judge Bnrbidge in favor, 
of the Dominion Atlantic railway, and 
to authorise the payment to that com 
pany of ope hundred thousand dollars 
for commutation qt ftp privileges in re
spect to drawback dptiee of customs 
import duties. These items were pass
ed, with one or two left over for ooneid 
eration, and the militia vote was also 
put through, Mr. Fielding admitting 
that seven hopdrpd tbopqand wss re, 
qnlred next year for the Yukon,
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of
>roof of the qualification. In 
?rince Edward Island, in. pro

vincial elections every man pomes 
and votes subject to objec-' 

tion and of coarse to an use 
qnent enquiry. The bill effectual 
ly destroys the whole proceedings. 
" Senator Ferguson offered an amend
ment to meet this case, It provided 
that if any person desired to vote 
whose right to vote is questioned on 
the ground of qualification and if oh 
jection is taken the deputy returning 
officer shall number the ballot paper 
and «ball place opposite the name of 
the voter a corresponding number 
In this way if the vote fa proved to 
be bad it can be traced and deducted 
from the count. This amendmed! 
Mr. Mills did not accept though be 
has not shown how he proposes to 
get along in Prince Edward Island 
without it. Then there is the case 
of “ special votaa’7 which is an insti
tution peculiar to Prince Edward Is
land. ynder that system voters in 
one district who have a qualification 
also in another, deposit with tbe re
turning officer in their own district 
votes for candidates in all other 
daces where they have qualifications, 
and these votes are transmitted to the

chiae bill before Parliament provides 
that non-resident votes shall be polled 
in the Dominion as in the Provincial 
elections. But it provides no me-

On motion to go into supply, on June 
1st., Mr. Monk brought np the ehirt 
and collar makers complaint. Their 
raw material is taxed twenty-five to 
thirty :five per cent., and the doty on 
this product is only thirty .-five. 6fr 
Monk eaya eight thousand hands, most- 

females, were employed in this in
dustry, which paid out one and a half 
million in wages yearly. The manu
facturers cannot pay fqor dollars 
week and compete with European labor 

half tbe price. The Canadian fac
tories had therefore found it necessary 
to reduce the wages or ofoae down. 
Hon. Mr. Fielding said that the shirt 
and collar industry was not left entirely 
without protection. Still it bad not the 
same consideration ay some other in, 
dnetriea. ‘The government had tried 
to meet the case last year by making 
the dpty fifteen per cent, on cottons for 
the manufacture of shirts and coif are. 
This provision was withdrawn, and thé 
government could not see its way clear 
to restore it. Hon. Mr. Foster pointed 
ont the inequitable nature of the tariff, 
and reminded the government of Hon. 
Mr Lanrieris promise to the shirt 
makers that this industry would not 
loap its protection. Mr. Bell of Picton 
brought np the gaSfi of Macdonald and 
Fraser, two young Picton men em
ployed last year on tbe Crow’s Nest 
Pass. These men contracted diph
theria, and while jfi were parried one 
hundred miles in an open eonveyanoe 

midwinter, and at the end of the 
journey were left by themselves to die 

a box car, four mi lea from a town, 
doctor called by a passer by arrived 

too fate tp do spy thing for them, This 
doctor thought an inqneet necessary 
and began proceeding», bnt waa etop: 
pad by a judge's order, He appealed 

the department of justice, as did Rfr- 
Oltver, member for filberts,’ font the in: 
quest we# prevented, and nothing had

Guysboro, Mr. Oliver, Mr. Davin apd 
Sir Charles Hlbbert Tapper supported 
Mr. Bell’s dempnfi for a thorough in
vestigation and prosecution frf theppr.
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ties responsible for the outrage. Hon. 
Mr. Sifton, who bronght down the pa- 
pere relating to Crow’e Nest matters 
generally, stated that be could not clear 
the C. P. Railway company in thie 
matter. At the afternoon session Hon. 
Mr. Foster observed that tbe house 
would like to hear from Sir Lonia con- 
ce filing hie recent visit to Washington. 
Sir Louis Davies stated that he bad 
met the President and hie representa
tives, and every day daring the period 
of his stay had discussed with them 
and the Britieh minister the varions 
questions to be settled between the two 
neighboring conntriee. A conclusion 
had been reached as to the subjects to 
be taken np by the commissioners here 
after to be named. The protocol had 
been sent to the imperial government, 
and at the present stage he could give 
no farther particulars. It was expect 
ed that the commission would meet 
this summer in the city of Quebec 
The commiseioners from the United 
States would be the most distinguished 
public men in that country. Canada 
would of course be represented. Hon. 
Mr. Foster congratulated Sir Louis Da 
vies on the success of his mission so far 
as he had gone. He was glad to notice 
that the feeling between the United 
States and Great Britain was now such 
is to give promise of happier relajil 
between Canada and tbe republic.^1 
far as Canada was concerned be thought 
there was always a disposition-to be 
friendly. Unfortunately some of the 
public men in the United States had 
not understood our position. He as 
eared the government of bis best wishes 
for a successful issue for the confer 
ence. Premier Laurier said he had to 
express not only his satisfaction bnt 
bis gratitude for the words spoken by 
the acting leader of the Opposition. 
He thought it would be well not to re
call tbe past. Whoever may have been 
wrong in the difficulties that arose it 
would be better to forget these things. 
The Crow’e Nest Pass subject was far
ther discussed in the afternoon, Sir 
Charles Hibbert Tapper observing that 
the government seemed to have money 
enough to pay for commissions and po
litical prosecutions all over the country, 
but apparently could not spare a dollar 
to investigate the outrage which cost 
the lives of these two men. Soliciter 
General Fitzpatrick explained that he 
bad asked the sgent of justice for a re
port, bat from that which he reported 
t^e department did not see how it 
conld proceed in the matter. The case 
was one of great cruelty, and he would 
see what could be done about it. Pre
mier Laurier commeridéd Mr. Bell for 
the manner in which he had opened 
the discussion, bnt thought Sir Hibbert 
was rather too anxious to condemn tbe 
government. If the Crow’s Nest com
mission report did not cover the case it 
might be necessary for the government 
to go farther. Rose Robertson called 
the attention of the honse to the fact 
that a copyright bill bad been intro
duced in the British house of lords by 
Lord Herschell and had passed the sec
ond reading. Under this bill simnl- 
taneons publication in the United States 
and Great Britain would give the copy
right in the British empire. Other pro
visions, Mr. Robertson said, wogld de
stroy the- Canadian eopyright system 
and restore the former conditions.

Hon. Messrs. Laurier and Fisher 
promised to consider the question. In 
supply Mr. Borden of Halifax brought 
np the case of the yonng man Dartt, 
convicted of mnrder at Trnro and set 
free by tbe decree of the minister of 
justice. Mr. Borden contend# that 
there was no justification for this ac
tion, thongh there might be ground for 
a new trial. It being six o’clock the 
speaker left the chair. The Dartt case 
occupied attention during the evening 
Mr. Borden maintained that the minis 
ter of justice should not have set Part! 
free, bat should either have ordered 
new trial or commotion. The minister 
had considered the confession of Dartt, 
who, alter his conviction and sentence 
admitted that he shot the pedlar, bnt 
had done it by accident. A copy of 
this confession had been sent tp. the 
judge who tried tfoe page, hut without 
waiting his report on it, the govern
ment had not ordered a new trial but 
had turned the prisoner loose altogeth 
er. Judge Kiici.ib’s report said that 
this conieseion did pot agree with the 
evidence. Hon. Messrs. Lanrier and 
Daviea defended the action of the 
crown, by asserting that the evidence 
waa consistent with tbe innoçpnce of 
the accused' and that under the cir 
cams tances it would have been judicial 
murder to allow the sentence to have 
been carried ont. Messrs. Borden 
Tapper and Powell replied that it was 
not necessary either to hang Dartt or 
set him free. Bnt that the new matter 
discovered should have been submitted 
to a second jury. Tbe foonge got into sup
ply late in the evening. On the item 
for Weet India steamship service Mr. 
Ellis asked whether the government 
were making an effort to secure a bet
ter class of ships, Sir Richard Cart
wright said that the service was under 
contract, bnt that he would make a 
note of it. Hon. Mr. Foster asked 
what had been accomplished by Com
missioner Shepherd's South American’ 
oorney, and what it cost. Sir Richard 

Cartwright said that Mr. Shepherd got 
$10 or $12 a day and three or four hun, 
dred dollars a month expenses. Alto 
gather he cost seven or eight thousand 
dollars. The minister said the pros
pects were not very good for South 
American trade. He thought of send 
ing a commissioner to South Africa and 
one to the West Indies. Hon. Mr. 
Foster thought this would be a good 
idea, and since Jamaica seemed to have 
an increased duty on Canadian pro. 
dnets since Mr- Fielding had reduced 
the West Indian sugar duties, it might 
be a good plan to send a delegate 
thither.

The government bill respecting sal. 
aries and allowances to judges was the 
subject of the discussion during the 
morning and afternoon session on the 
2nd. Hon. Mr. Foster said he was op
posed to the bill from first to last. The 
Solicitor General explained that thp 
measure would increase the expenditure 
by 26,900. Hon. Mr. Foster esid that 
there was no need of additional judges ; 
there were already in the country rpure 
judges than were needed to do that 
work. The legislatures of Ontario and 
Quebec had now creatqd new judges, bnt 
though there might be used of judges in 
this particular, |t waa admitted that 
there were superfluous judges in other 
places. H the provinces refused to dis
tribute the work, this parliament waa 
under no obligation to provide salaries. 
The Solicitor General, the Premier,
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Messrs. Caigrain, Berde. 
leading lawyers on both 1 
that there were enough, ill 
judges in Quebec, bnt 
claimed that the federJ 
could not interfere with prf 
diction as to the judicial 1 
Hibbert Tapper maintail 
federal parliament had 
bility in the premises and J 
to decline to provide salarij 
position that should not 1 
In thVevening the houeeU 
mittee on the judges bill, 
clanaeprfividmg that “no| 
hold of retain the office of i 
judge fitter be has complet) 
fifth year of his age.” Sir I 
bert Tapper opposed this ell 
as it applied to judges now f 
claiming that it waa viciq 
and a breach of faith 
terms of the contract mad! 
He moved that the age liml 
to judges to hechereaftea 
This amendment waa lost! 
44 to 28 on a straight pal 
The bill was reported. Tbl 
went into committee oo Hoi 
ock's civil service superanl 
Mr. Mulock was loudly ay 
the opposition when he and 
in deference to their appea 
termined to accept tbe vies 
should not apply to officer) 
service unless they elect to j 
new system. He propo 
amend the bill by provid 
civil servants now ie tbe pd 
shall, if they choose, reman 
present superannuation ay I 
other amendment provides f 
will be paid by the governs 
per cent, on deductions and 
instead of five as under the / 
There waa some discussion | 
endment. Mr. McMullin 
the rate be three per cenl 

4oijr. He had some difficult! 
a seconder. At length Rogj 
seconded the amendment, 
lost by a vote of 5 to 2.

No other preparation has 
many people an much good as I 
saparilla, America’s greatest ml

NINETY DEATH!

Bear Silent Witness to the .
Kidney Disease.

An alarming fact—but atatfl 
that in post mortem examiutfl 
death from all causes, that in P 
cent, of such cases kidney die] 
sent. This almost incredible i 
borne out by years of compar 
eminent medical men. A war! 
inanity that the percentage of J 
cursed by kidney taint Is 
South American Kidney Corel 
eiz hours—is nature’s prévenir 
the clogged parte—heais and pi 
«area.—Sold by Geo. E. Hughe

We Do 
What Our 
Ad. ClaimSj

We say so, 
ers say so. 
rock-botto] 
ing business 
factory to bj

We are ke] 
so many goj 
store daily, 
found out t]

found anyi 
save time a| 
finding goot 
where

TH
NO

for banter^
sortment - oj 
lish goods 
marked at I 
bringing 
daily.
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