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MAJOB RANDALLS

. hunting at one place, a week’s shooting at
another ; then a stay with former brother:
officers st Woolwich and Aldershot, lastly,
to his married sister in Worcestershire.
Philip and Lady Haftbury were rich, spend-
ing their money freely, as wealthy le
ought to do. *hey entertained largely. A
country seat with o succession of myins
fnuu is charming ; at least the Major foun

t 80 after his long sojourn in the East, and
for the time he quite gave himself up to the
enjoyment of English nhome-life and society.
He was a general favourite, being hrlqht,
agreeable, fine-looking, and an amusin,
raconteur of Indian adventures ; unmarried,
on the verge of forty. Now forty ‘s really
an excellent age in a man ; for he is exper-
ienced, as clever perhaps as he will.ever be;
the glamour of youth with its roee-tinted
atmosphere has departed, ani he sees his
fellowmen with plain black and white out-
lines, yet is still young enough to enjoy life.
Such was Major %.lndlll.

There were few ladies who would have
refuscd him had he made proposals of mar-
riage ; but he was not a marrying man ; an
eatly disappointment-—through death— had
causdd him to relini*ish that idea for ever,

There were frequcut dinner-parties at the
Hall, and occasional dances; the time pass-
ed swiftly and pleasantly. Several times
he attempted to take his departure, but had
been induced to stay on by his_sister and
brother-in-law’s solicitations. At last he
tzriainated his visit in a very tumexpected
marner. One night after a musical even-
irg, or home concert, in which the Major

~had distinguished himself—for he had a
Pleasant baritone voice, and sang ballads
nicely—he retired to” rest about eleven
o'clock, in a happy enough state of mind,
such as people fg'o who have done their best
and been appreciated. He went to sleep at
once, and slept for tw> hours, when he
awoke with a start: some one was speakiag
to bim. Raising himself upon his elbow, he
gazed round.the room, dimly visible by a
tiny night-light. There was no one there,
and nothing disturbed. Yet a voice had
said distinctly: “Go to Lincolp.”

Had he dreamt it? If so, why dream of
Lincoln, where he knew no one ? Compos-
ing himself to sleep again for another two
hours, once more he was suddenly awaken-
ed with a greater shock, for again the voice
repeated closer to him and most impressive-
ly: *“Go to Lincoln.” This time the Major

ot up and thoroughly searched the room.
ile had locked the door, so no one “could
enter that way. The hoase was hushed in
profound repose, not a sound, save the dull
ticking of a clock at the end of the corridor,

Major Randall was extremely discompos-
ed. He was not a superstitious man by any
means; but there wasa tone in that voice
that penetrated to his very soul with a thrill
through his system such as he had never be-
fore experienced.

‘“ Dreams are strange things,” he said to
himself; ¢ why should I dream of Lincoln,
where I have not beea half a dozen times in
my life, and that twenty years ago?”

Again he got into bed, but not to sleep,
for his nerves were ton much excited. He
tried to lose himself in vain ; his mind was
80 thoroughly awake and clear, that—as he
afterwards declared-—he could have writ-
ten any letters or despatches as well as ever
he did in his life,

He lay thus, quite still, on his back, with
wide-op2n eyes, when he was electrified by
the same voice saying close to hisear : * Go
to Lincoln—at once !”

I will,” answered the Major aloud ;and
springing up, he lighted the tapers on the
toilet table and began to dreds, Consulting
his watcli, he found it was four o'clock in
the morning ; and looking from the window
which gave a view over the park, he saw a
clear starlit sky and & white frost on the
@rass.  Writing a short note of explanation
40 his brother-in-law, Sir Philip, he placed
it on the outside handle of his door, in order
that it might be seen by the servauts at an
early hour,

““He will think T am cracked ; I hope I
am not, for really 1 am going to Lincoln
without knowing why,” he so iloquised as
he noiselessly descended the broad staircase.
the Hall door was so berricaded by its
manifold fusteniugs of bars, bolts, and
chains, that he could not undo them with-
out alarming the household ; he therefore
entered a conservatory opeuing from the
drawing-room, and unlocking a glass door
Iet himself out into the park, traversing it
without encountering a keeper, but disturb.
ing the deer clustered together under the
bare branches of the fine elms and beeches,
who started up from their lair, gazing at
him in wonder.

Major Randall rather enjoyed his tramp
te Worcester in the bracing air of a fine
frosty morning. He reached the station in
time to take a cup of coflee and a sandwich
before starting by the six o’clock train,
Being an expericnced traveller, he arranged
his long journey so well, that, changing at
one junction in order to catch the express
at-another, he was enabled to reach
by two o'clock, After cnjoying a luncheon,
he strolled through the hilly street of that
interesting old city.

“Why am I here, I wonder ?” he kept re-
peating to himself. ““Shall I have further
orders ?”

But though ho listened attentively, no
voice spoke again. He surveyed the exterior
of the fine cathedral, and looked in the shop
windows, wandering without any definite
object. The town was unusually full of
people, who seemed in a state of excite-
ment. The winter assizes were on, Not
knowing how to occupy his time, he stepped
into the courthouse, where a trial was tak-
ing place. The entrance was blocked with
people.

“What caseis on?” ho inquired of a police-
man.

‘A young man is being tried for his life,
sir—it’s a murder,”

“Of whom ?”

“Mr. Twyford, the miller at Roby, as
was shoton the road between Merstoke and
g 'ouse—pore old gentleman,”

wor Randall recalled the sad affair that
bad hgmened the nighv of his arrival at
the Miss Ingatres’: in his succession of
visits and amusemwts it had escaped his
moemory. .

“I will go in, if you can get me a plee,”
said he, slipping si{vcr into the policeman’s
hand. 7This talisman and Lis fine military
pppearance gained him an admission wlich
had been refused to many others. Through
Bome private interest he possested, the
pfficer succeeded in not only introducing
him into the body of the court but procur-
Ing him a good seat.

ﬁ'ha interior was denscly packed, and its
heat was creat, for the trial had Inasted some
hours. he accused was a young man of
about four-and-twenty years of age, tall,
fair, and handsome, but pale and worn by
aoxiety. The Major was sorty that he had
not heard the ~wea from its commencement ;
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round ; but
Was a severe one ; still, he was not
posed to have any enemies 7 yet, within a
week of his di t with Armstrong,
he was shot vlm on the high-road leading
from to Grantham, beside which
tuated. He had been the
best part of the day at Merstoke - transact-
ing business, but had unexpectedly been de-
tained until late ; indeed it was nearly
half-past ix when he quitted the Crown
Inn on his starting lor_%ome.
W M'l.ny persons had heard the old
is e 5

1, time-
server, and such-like—and had seen Afm-
strong leave the mill in ., Other wit-
nesses from Bos that he ﬁo-eu-

-piece, which he
ing using recently.
o’clock on tga

man call

: . day Armstrong bad
come over from Boston saying he particu-
larly wished to see her master and apologi
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Imhl va, Ehysical Besuty.

Another advocate of feminine beauty who
believes that woman’s first duty is to make

the parts of the gar-
ments which are y soiled, it will
prove a success. The careful laundress
s:h her coarse clothes in one tub and her

er clothes in another and she begins by

hing her finer cloth

Where the.water is hard, as iv is in cer-
tain rn.rh of the country where the water
supply comes from mountain springs, it

% .

herself attractive has risen upand p

ed against too much study for our girls.
He is Sir James Crichton Browne, and he
has talked upon this subject before the Med-
ical Society of London. He described a
fmnpo‘ girls that he once saw on a plat-
orm of a railway station. They were en

to their homes. They | be

ook upon, it seems, and

s of beauty declared—from

which ':ilcll we infer that he -Lndi.:ld them

attentively—*‘stoopi it, withe ap-
i L el

to him for the hasty words he used : it
pained hip to be at variance with the old
:ull‘er, who had lnrmerly":ruud him with

© appe P when
she told him that Mr. Twyford had gone
to Merstoke for the day mal

M ing many in-
quiries as to the time ol his return, also

not say. ' Soon after he left,
rain,

Another witness was the carrior, who met
him, and exchanged s few words on the
Merstoke road ; it was then raining fast.

The gr!umer had pleaded not guilty.
What the witnesses had stated was correct,
Upon hearing that the miller had ridden
over to Merstoke, he started to meet him 3
but the rain fell so fast, he turned back.
Unfortunntel* he missed the train, and
was obliged to'walk the whole distance to
Boston, where he arrived greatly fatigued
and very wet. It was a great shock to him
when he was arrested the following day
charged with tke murder of his former em-
ployer.

It was seven o’clock when Mr. Twyford
was shot ; the woman at the roadside cot-
tage stated that her timepiece struck that
hour just before she heard the report of the
pistol.

““ I am innocent,” the prisoner said sol-
emnly. “ Appearancesare fearfully against
me; but I would never raise my hand against
Mr. Twyfcrd. We were not on good
terms ; still, there was no malice on either
side. I wasnot near Merstoke high-road
at the time of the murder, but in a directly
opposite directon, seven miles away from
it, going home. There is one person, the
only one in the world, who could prove it.
i overtook him onthe way. It was pitch
dark ; the rain came down in torrents, and
we took shelter for a time 1n the porch of

xcha,

it began to

ee each
other. That stranger could testify the fact
of my presence there—though perhaps he
has forgotten it.”

‘“ No ; he has not,” rang ott Major Ran-
dall’s clear voice. ** Re is here,”

In the midst of great excitement, the
Major pushed his way thropgh the crowd to
the witness-box. He now saw why he had
been sent to Lincoln.

Thus, at the eleventh hour, William Arm-
strong’s character was vindicated to the
wcrlrﬁ his statement fully corroborated by
a witness of irreproachable integrity. Clear-
ly and circumstantially the Major related
how he was walking from the small station
to Cressing Hall, and had been overtaken
by a fellow-pedestrian, seeking shelter with

prisoner’s grandfather
had during a flood rowed in a boat to make
his purchases at the village shop, and shot
wild-ducks in the fields of Bertoft—facts
which a stranger could not possibly have
known.

William Armstrong was discharged, and
a roward of a hundred pounds at once of-
fered for the apprehension of the actual
murderer.

Sir, Philip and Lady Hartbhury were quite
prepared to quiz their brother unmercifully
on his wildgoose chase, when he returned ;
but when they heard its result, speedily
changed their intention, listening almost in
awe to his recital.

Major Randall never heard the voice
again, and declares, in spite of the general
opinion to the contrary, that it was not a
ream, v
To do Mrs. Drew justice, she was
greatly shocked at her uncle’s tragic
death and poor Elizabeth’s sudden de-
cease, but trinmphed in the expectation
of inheriting the miller's property, “its
amount proving greater than expected. She
contemplated removing to a country-house,
| keeping a pony phaeton and giving garden-
| parties, to let the county families see she
could hold up her head as high as any of
them. But Eehold! when the time came
for legal settlement, no certificate of her
parents’ marriage could be found —no entry
in regisvers. Alas ! Mrs, Drew was illegit-
imate.

¢““ Pride must have a fall,” exclaimed the
townsfolk.

She never again ugbraided her husband
with having ‘“ a0 ambition.”

The miller’s fortune went to very dis-
tant relations, who were advertised for in
vhe papers.

A convict named Ashworta died at Port-
dar:—On his death-bed he confessed that
he' had shot his father-in-law on the
road home, having learned from his
wife that she was forgiven and would
inherit tho property. Her sudden death de-,
feated him,

[THE END.]
_————

Pigmy Uamels of Persia.

The western part of Persia is inhabited
by a spegies of camel which is the pigmy of

P , ¢hrun| p on
nose.” And did their books do all this for
them we might ask? Our Crichton would
probably reply that their devotion to-books
prevented their running free in the meadows
and lanes, uiring ease of movement in
rollicking pliy and the gayety and
the butterfly. WF: o mot
with our Crichton be-
we have seén count

plenty of air and exercise ooking pale,
angular and meagre in figure. Then, too,
they lacked the expression of intelligence
and mental alertness which transformed
oftén an otherwise plain girl into one of in-

terest, if not attractiveness.

We think our Crichton simply misreads,
by reason of his predominant love of hysical
beauty, the average school girl’s thin and
ungraceful fj . She is simply unde-
veloped in bo(f;u:u in mind. While she is
growing tall she does not fill out, and matur-
ity of physique does not come toall alike,
Our Crichton says he would rather English
girls remained ignorant of logarithms than
that they lost a jot of their beauty. Well,
fortunately, girls will still go on deciding
for themselves, and we think it the wiser
way, since there is a beauty of mind and
sgirit as well as of externals, and it shines
through the latter, and is clearly perceptible
to the appreciative. Mere beauty needs no
appeal; it mikes its own. But there is
nothing, after all, so vulgar and wearisome
as physical charm without adequate harm-
ony of mind and heart. We should prefer
that all our proclamations should be for the
development of feminine harmony rather
than the conservation of bodily beauty.

June.

June by universal acclamation is the
month of roses, the leafy month, and in all

giums which poets have ever lavished upon
her. Without the fickleness of April or
May or the arid heats of July and August,
she is truly the month of nature’s most lavish
exuberance of color and fragrance. In all
ages since old Roman times June has been
considered the most auspicious month for
weddings and betrothals, although her
immediate pred or, May, was ider-
ed the most, unlucky month in all the year
in which to contract marriage. ‘‘ The bridal
of May,” says an old adage, *‘is the bridal
ot death,” and no reason can be assigned for
this dismal-idea, except that the g{omnns
2,000 years ago celebrated their festivals in
honor offhe dead in this month, and singu-
lsrlqﬁn&ugh our only festival in honor of
the dead is held in the sai

It used to be
always considered unlucky for a bridal
couple on the way to church to meeta monk,
a priest, a dog, cat or serpent, and these
were singled out as obnoxious on very rea-
sonable grounds, as all heing in some way
inimical to the richest bliss of the married
state—monks and priests not accepting it
for themselves, though willingly enough
joining others, dogs and cats beingsymbol-
ical of the filost unhappy union possible and
the serpent having broken up the original
happy bome. But to meet a wolf, a toad
or a spider was an auspicious omen indeed,

but upon what grounds it was considered 3

80 is not 8o apparent.

The charivari or horning party, which is
now quite common in some of our villages,

pecially on the ion of an ill:assorted
marriage, was a custom away back in the
early centuries, and was the subject of a
synodal order from the church. The fee
now given to the minister was formerly pur-
chase money for the bride given to herself
to “‘bind the bargain,” and the ring was
originally merely a part of this purchase
money. - The system of wedding presents
which has now become so formidable, prob-
ably arose from the ‘“ penny weddings ” of
Queen Bess’s time, when it wasa custom
for all the guests to contribute something
to the couple at the wedding feast.
To the city resident, June also represents
the time for the annual exodus to green
fielde, seashore, lake and mountain, and for
this is welcome enough to inake it a favorite
month without its traditions or its beauty,

JE———

The Laundry.

The first June days are welcome to the
good laundry woman, No artificial bleach-
ers do such work as the green grass and sun-
shine, Winter clothes are quite likely to
have acquired something of a yellow hue,
They may now be bleached to a snowy
whiteness and acquire the fragrance of
clover.

Household linens, whichno housekeeper
allows to be frozen, will bleach in a lI:iv
days if spread on the grecn grass in the
bright sun and sprinkled three or four times

its race.” Yypical spec:mens of this crea-
ture are almost a pure white in color,
are, on account, wors! i
of the natives. When t
Berlin in 1889 he was kindiy cd by tthe
city authorities, and inet precengged
the municipality with a pair of these 1

1 was

a day. No bleaching but this is strictly
tllough the murket abounds with

ndx se.fe,
% N\aching finids and b!enchiug powders. No
i

| ptuient housekeeper uses asoap or flmd of
such s rength that it eats the dirt out of
the clotrog without rubbing. The rubbing-
board remainste-day as much of a necessity
as it was the day betore washing machines
were invented.

only 27 tixches high,

)

white wonders. The largest of 4y 73
weighed but sixty-one poun , and i, «

One great labor-saving machine has been

bably soften the
water sufficiently for E:hngbo It is & great
mistake to allow clothes to boil any great
length of time. As soon as they are fairly
b_onﬁ:l‘ they should be removed
sing water. Too wuch cannot be said in
gard to the in ity of thorough rinsing.
Jf the clothes are thoroughl rjnsed they
may be slightly blued and, t ough this is
not a necessity, it gives a pearly tint when
properly done which is very desirable,
Some good laundresses blue their clothes
every other time they are washed. This is
by far the best plan as it forestalls any at-
tempt of the laundress to cover up the
stains by the use of blueing. In order to
treat the different sets of clothes washed in
alternate weeks let the first two weeks’
washing be blued and then omit the blueing
dnrin%the next two washings. With plenty
of fresh air and sunshine and a little good
judgment even washing day may not be al-
:uy;-m sorry a day as it is usually pic-
ure

to the rin-

—_—

Salt Baths.

At this season of the year, when children
are apt to be languid with the approach of
warin weather it is an excellent time to
start the habit of the daily bath, if it is not
already a part of the regular regime of the
day. With the coming of the new summer
and the lovelinessof theearlymorning hours,
even the most indolent feels the impulse to-
ward early rising, and the very best begin-
ning of the day is a refreshing bath, follow-
ed by some light food and a vigorous walk
in the open air. The addition of a cup of
rock salt to the bath is a great advantage,
and is especially soothing to the nerves of
delicate people who find the shock of cold
water too severe. Even indoors, such a
bath possesses much of the strengthening,
inviﬁorating qualities of the ocean wave,
Rock salt is considerably cheaper than fine
table salt, and is

quite as good for this pur-
pose. It should : ;

be thoroughly dissolved,

“first class,

month was 40.81° as oommw d

with 42.97° in 1291 and an average for ten

e « The rainfall in this month
was 1.25 inches in 1892, 1.84 inches in !89
whilé the average for ten t
inches. May has been
wet, retarding farming operations. Iin
west and south-west of the province
rainfall has been considerably over d,
the usual amount. The figures of ter
sure for May are51.55°,51.94° and 52. 6
of rainfall they were
and 2.73 inches. The

R
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FALL WHEAT.—This crop isstill
Promising con<ition, very little
plowed and the only unfavorable
are noteg i?utmuon with

in an t in upon low
rained lands, E« dive‘x,-:e corg
climate of this province are shov
reports—one stating that fall wi
out, another that sprin

had just fairly commenced. The greatest
loss a, to have fallen on Rbe extra
acreage of last fall which was hastly pat in
on poorly prepared land. The prinjcipal fall
wheat counties report as followsu Essex
and Kent, suffered from drouth an'l frost in
April and rains in May, some plowed uvp,
only two-thirds . of an average
ed ; Elgin, fair; Norfolk and Haldimand
ially where rly! put in;
Lambton Lﬂ'&d by\heavy
; Huron, Bruce

getown, 8.40
7.73; London, 6

Waelland, fi
rains, two-thirds of a gcro)
and Grey, early sown {oodl,,
crop late, p ts above averawe ;
Simcoe, never tter except on low
land ; Middlesex, crops affec by weather
and are backward, prospects
crop ; Oxford, Brant.and - Perth, prospects
very good except on low lands ; Wellington,
Waterlooand Dufferin, prospects good, crops
a little backward ; Lincoln, v e ; Went-
worth, good, exdept on low land,

Halton and Peel, very good; York, to
Prince Edward, good. On the whole, pres-
ent conditions point to a first class crop of
fall wheat, warm weather, however, being
very desirable and necessary, as a very
rapid growth of straw has taken place and
a continuance of wet weather would canse

great loss from drowning-out and from lodp=

ing. An extra good crop may be expected
should bright warm weather continue.
SpriNG WHEAT,—The Lake Erie coun-
ties report much damage from rain in the
west, with improvement in condition as we
come east, the condition of this tion at
present is only fair. Lambton and Huron
report a backward growth and much loss
through rain ; Bruce, Grey and Simcoe on
the wﬁole ive most satisfactory returns,
some parts being affecte1 by too much rain
and the growth being a little backward.
The prospects in the West Midland coun-
ties are good, as also they are from Lincoln

to Prince Edward county. The eastern and |

northern sections report spring wheat in
very good condition except on low land.
While the spring wheat can, on the whole,
be considered in hardly as good condition as
the fall wheat, the present prospects are up
to the average, but the success is now de-

however, so that not one crystal r i

When it is putin a cold bath, it is better
to dissclve the salt in a little warm water
first, though not enough to change the tem-
perature of the bath perceptibly. It is very
important that the salt be completely dis-
solved as a single crystal may cut into the

skin. Where a litt'e child is feverish and
restless a warm salt bath will sometimes in-
ducesleep when everything else fails. Let
the temperature of such a bath be about
from 85 degrees to 90 degrees. Add a cup
of salt to every six gallons of water. Do not
rinse off the salt with fresh water, but

the child’s skin thoroughly, and rub it
down with smooth, gentle strokes of the
hand. All this has a wonderfully pacifying
effect and a fretful baby will often drop to
sleep before you are aware of it under such
treatment.

Some Bridges.

Coalbrogkdale bridge, England, is the first
cast iron bridge ever built. It was con-
structed in 1779,

The bridge of the Holy Trinity, Florence,
was built in 1569. 1t is 322 feet long, of
white marble, and is even now reckoned as
being without a rival as a specimen of the
bridge art. :

The covered bridge at Pavia, over the
Ticino, was built as early as the fourteenth
century. Although a halfa thousand years
old, it is in a perfect state of preservation,
The roof is held in place by 100 gigantic
granite columns.

The great cantilever bridge at Niagara
Falls is entircly composed of steel. It is 810
feet in length, weighs 3,000 tons and cost

000.

,000.
The Rialto Bridge, Venice, is said to
have been built from designs furnished by
Michael Angelo. Itisa single marble arch
of Y8 1-2 feet.

The new bridgeat Burton, over the Trent,
was formerly the longest bridge in England,
1,545 feet.

The new bridge over the Tay at Dundee,
Scotland, is 77 feet above the water, has 85
piers, and isover two miles long.

The longest bridgein Americais & trestle-
work over a portion of Lake Ponchartrain.

It is nearly twenvy-five miles long.

The largest and” longsst stone bridge in
the world is over an arm of the China sea—
five miles long, 300 arches. Each 70 feet

high,

Wonderful Books.

Thirty-five or forty years ago someone
issued the famous *“ Thumb Bible,” go call-
ed because it was scarcely larger that the
first joint of the thumb ; now Mr, Frowde,
of Oxford, England, is out with a marvel,
ous little book, which has been dubbed
“The Finger Prayer Book.” This tiny
volume has 700 pages and is bound in
moroaco and velvet with brass clasps. It
weighs less than three quarters of an ounce,
is only one inch in breadth, threo and one.
halfinchesin length and. one-third of an
inch in thickness. It is difficult for one to
believe thata book of 700 pages could be
made thin enough to convenieatly go into a
a common pocket purse, bu® this is what
Mr. Frowde has achieved in his ‘““ Finger
Prayer Book.” It isa marvel in paper mak-
ing, and onie of which the author, the paper-
maker aud ‘he printer are justly proud.
A copy o il in silver with gold clasps
will be exi.c.ed at the world’s fair,

A rich man is an honest man, no thanks
tgghim, for he would be a double knave to
eat mankind when he had no need of it.

—[Daniel DeFoe,

dent upon continued warm weather.

BarLey. —The acreage is still decreasing.
Essex, Kent, Lambton and Middlesx appear
to have suffered most from rain and frost.
There is an improvement in condition nlong
lake Erie in going east, and Bruce an
Huron give better reports than the counties
to the south. As to the rest of the western
tection the general report is that the high
lands look very promising, the low lands
very poor. From Lincoln to the the east-
ern boundary of the province, the returns
are quite favorable. The inland and north-
ern regions report backward growth, favor-
able only on well drained soils. The present
condition of barley over the province is fair
but backward, with the prospect of a very
much decreased total yield unless the
weather soon becomes end continues more
favorable.

Oars.—As with barley the greatest loss
has cceurred in in the south-western portion
of the province, many reporting at least
‘one-third of the crop in that section de-
stroyed by water. The condition improves
as we go east and north east. The central,
eastern and northern sections report a large
acreage doing exccedingly well on high
land and poorly on low land, the growth,
however, being much retarded. On the
whole the condition of oats is bettter than
that of barley, and should the weather be
favorable for the next few weeks a more
than average crop may be expected.
RYE.—Very few report rye as being sown
at all, most of the reports indicate the prob-
ablity of a small crop. In many cases it
is grown either for early feeding or for
plowing under.

Pras.—The reports as to peas are neces*
sarily incomplete, as, owing to the lateness
of the season, sowing was still in progress
in many sections. With the exception of
the south-west the pea. crop of western On-
tario is one of great promise, above the
average, the most encouraging reporss com-
ing from Grey and Simcoe. From Toronto
east returns are uniformly very good, Prince
Edward especially reporting a large acre-
age, and fine tondition. Present indications
point to an extra fine pea crop over almost
the entire province.

Corn.—All over the province, but more
particularly in the corn-growing countries of
the Lake Erie group, the repeated rains of
May greatly hindered corn planting. A few
fields on high situations were doing nicely,
but onlow and level land there was much
washing out of seed and yellowing of the
| young plants, and some replanting will have
to be done. The rains have delayed corn
planting by a week or ten days, and when
correspondents sent in their reports fuli{y
half the corn area remained to planted.
The weather was then more promising, and
there is no reason to doubt that the usual
acreage will be given to corn.

BeaNs. —The planting of this crop” as in
the case of corn, has been delayed y - wet
weather making it _difficult to prepare the
soil for the seed. Very little had yet been
planted in Kent and adjacent counties.
where most of our beans are raised, and
some correspondents ventured the opinion
that the area grown this season would not
be as large as usual.

Hay axp Crover.—During the past few
weeks the hay crop has made wonderful
growth owing to the continuous rains.
Since our last report, the prospects of the
crop have continued steadi y to improve, so
that now a heavy yield is assured. The
appearance of timothy was perhaps never
better than at present. Although clover
was badly winter-killed and still looks un-
even and patchy, yet what survived is mak-
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ing strong growth and looking well.

erl(?\ promis- od

late sown poor, |-

fair for gocd |

g}anil.l weather Jq:tfuhmd in gave
of a more 1 iage.” n
o Mglnmlu oliage ,. ile in so
were only just beginning to show, the more
southern sections reported the bloom as
twb:!l ldnn:.ed, and with b:l: few exceptions
accounts regarding this staple of our
orchards were most ‘fnvmblo. It was
stated, how:‘var,

fi may result. Pears where
mvn romise well. Peaches along the
svke Lrie and and Lake Ontario coun-
ties were more or less injured by
&:x_n':l mmied ml!l’ml and  cherries are
still  assai their enemy, the
black-knot. A few localitios Pu oo pro-
fusion lum blossoms, but in some of the
plum sections the yield is not
expected to reach that of last year. In
eastern Ontario the interest in orcharding
appears to be developing. From various
Ppoints come reports ing winter injury
to grapes, but in the main the remarks of
correspondents are hopeful. Strawberries
Wwere hurt by frost and ““heaving” on a
few exposed fields, but the general condi-
tion is far from unsatisfactory. Raspber-
Ties appear to have sustained moro injury
than any other frait, The Cathbert suffer-
greatly in many quarters. Uther small
fraits came through the winter well. The
fruit prospect ison the whole encourag-
ng.

Bexs and HoxEy.--The reports regardi
the apiaryare far from enc&nngingfrd‘?:
addition to losses by starvation, chilled
brood and dysentery were not uncommon.,
Foul brood was reported in ouly a few lo-
calities, but the death of queens appear to
have been more frequent t usual, The
reported losses during winter and spring
va? from 3 up to 75 per cent, ; the average.
may. be pl at about 25 per cent.
as correspondents wrote, however, fruit
bloﬁmﬂ were providing excellent supplies
of- n ; and with more weasonable
weather were beginning to pick up.

LaBoR AND WaGES.—There is little that
is special to'note 1 the condition of farm
labor, Regarding the quslity and supply
of labor opinions differ. ~ While tia ter
r of those reporting consider tE:t the

f hands arc available, a st

that good farm laborery
scarce. Thisis said to be caused by the
large emigration of our farmers’ sons to the
United States, Manitoba and the' North-
west, their places being taken by *‘farm
pupils ” and others from the old country,
some ot whom are of doubtful quality so far
as our agricultural methods are concerned.
In some western counties boys from the
Barnardo Home are being tried in
the place of men, but the moiety paid thein
is not included in the rates of wages here-
with summarized: The amount paid per
month for the working season, of say seven
months, rans from $14 to $20 with board,
the average being $16.79, an increase of 28
cents over that of the previous year. The
amount paid without board ranges from $20
to §28, tg:lnvemge being $24.60, or 59 cents
more than in 1891. The wages per day of
temporary help averages 86 cents with board
and $1.15 without board, both these rates
slightly excéeding their respective figures
of the previous year. -

0DDS AND ENDS,

Fifty thousand women belong to the trade
unions of England.

Turkish women eat rose leaves with but.
ter, to secure plumpness.

During the past year Chicago spent over
$54,000,000 for 11,845 buildings, while New
York expended over $36,000,000 for 2,827,

A society has been organized in Stockton,
Cal.,, whose members believe in* the effi-
ciency of Limburger cheese as a cure for
dyspepsia.

An Australian correspondent writes that
his country no longer offers good oppbr-
tunities to the skilled artisan or the in-
dustrious laborer, .

In about sixty years a walnut tree, grown
from the seed, will attain a diameter of four
feet and if properly cut and seasoned will
bs worth X

An old soldier of -Wichita recently re-
ceived from the Government three cente
which had been due him without his know:
ledge for more than thirty years.

Farmers in Mexico &lways use oxen of
one color in the morning and of another
color 1n the afternoon. They do not know
why ; but they know that it must be the
right thing to do, because their forefathers
di% it.

In the Chicago cattle yards the various
plants are estimated as worth $11,000,000,
with 25,000employes, to whom annual wages
of $20,000,000 are paid. In the fiscal year
of 1890 the approximate value of the prod-
ucts of all sorts utilized there was $150,-
000,000.

The longest train ever hauled in the
United States by a single engine has just
been hauled on the Reading road. It con-
tained 260 empty freight cars and was about
a mile and a quarter in length. The longest
train previously recorded was on the North-
ern Central road, a mile and an eighth in
length, or 6,113 feet.
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A Small @irl Oomposes About Boys.

Boysis hawrid. That's what all the gurls
sez. Thay doant think so but thay sa so,
80z thay wunt git plaged.

Boys like to hav gurls think thay ur tuf.
Ilike tuf boys.

Mi big sisstur sez tuf boys is the best.
Shes Img speryunce. o
I have nevur thot of gettin merried, but

Iv had lots uv chances.

Boys is yusful. Thay clim tres and steel
things fur the gurl thay likes. best. Sicks
diffrunt boys sez thay likes me best,

Gurls pretends thay doant car tur boys.
Gurls hoo sez thay doant car fur boys wunt
g0 to heven. Gurls mus tell the trooth if
thay go to heven.

After whil boys is men. When boys git
to chune tewbacka thay ar men.

Boys is betver than men.

Millions of Orgapisms,

In the milt of a codfish, or in water in
which vegetables have been infused, the
microscope discovers Animalculi so minute
that 100,000 of them would not exceed in
bulk a single mustard seed. And, strange as
it may seem, each of these infinitesimal
creatures are supplied with organs as com-

plete in every detail as are these of the
whale or tbe ¢'ephant,

Just \\;,\



