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A HAPPY NEW YEAR
The Guide extends to all ita friends the 

most sineere wishes for a happy ami pros­
perous New Year. As we look hack over 
the past year we feel very thankful to our 
many friends for their co-operation in build­
ing up The Guide to its present im|H>rtaut 
position in Canadian journalism. We have 
had hundreds of most appreciative letters 
from our readers who realise the efforts 
we are making to forward the rause of 
democracy and to shed the light of truth in 
dark places. The leaders of the great 
farmers* movement in Western Canada are 
all readers of The Guide, hut the progress 
of the movement is impeded by the apathy 
of many thousands who do not read The 
Guide. It is our desire to secure every 
farmer who is interested in this country 
as a reader of our |iaper. We feel that we 
have accomplished a great deal during the 
|iast year and we know that with the 
assistance of our readers we can accomplish 
a great deal more in the year to come, let 
us help each other to swell the ranks of 
our readers and work together to usher in 
the day when right will prevail ami when 
S|ieeial privilege will not longer block the 
pathway of progress. Now then, all together 
to make the year 1911 the greatest year that 
the farmers of Western Canada have ever 
known.

THINK IT OVER
During the week that haa juat I Missed our 

readers have had an opjxirtunity to •wutsphr 
the resolutions whirh were presented at 
Ottawa and the reply made hy Sir Wilfrid 
Ijiurier, which was published in last week's 
Guide We lielieve that the roneensus of 
o|iinion throughout lliia great Western 
country will lie that the demands of the 
farmers were reasonable to a degree The 
farmers did not ask that anybody else should 
lie burdened for their Iw-m-fit and in fact did 
not ask any bonus of any kind for their own 
industry The re.pi-sl of the farmers was 
merely that they be given a square deal Of 
eourse it was not espeeted that Premier 
laurier would at nnee promise the farmers 
everything they asked for. hut he gave them 
no asauranre that they would get anything 
they aeked for. The terminal elevator i|uee- 
lion is the only one upon which the govern­
ment ia making any move whatever to 
protect the interests of the people Ami yet 
the proa|ieets are that even the terminal 
elevator uuestion will he settled m some way 
contrary to the wishes of the organised 
farmers ami every section of the grain trade, 
ami in a way that will not restore cnnfldcm-c 
It must he driven home by this time to the 
farmers of Canada whal an insignificant 
part they play in the making of the laws of 
Canada No man has said or ran my that 
lb# demanda of the farmers were unjitat ami 
yel the government peid little he. d to those 
demands The policy of K I» Itordrn of 
the opposition is practically the policy of 
the government. The farmers may look 
towerda both these parties with equal hope 
because from present s|.|>earances they will 
get aa little as possible from either lines 
there need to he anything more plain than 
that the protected manufacturers ami a few 
monied interests In Eastern Canada have 
more power with the parlies than all the 
farmers of Canada? There may he some who 
will object to this statement Itut to thorn 
who object we ask for anm» other explana­
tion The people in Canada have asked for 
justice lime and again and have aeked in

vain They get nothing. It ia due to the 
intelligence and determination of the farm­
ers themselves that today they arc not bond 
slaves, as in some parts of the old countries. 
It is not due to our governments in any 
respect that the conditions of the agricul­
tural classes arc so greatly improved. Re­
forms never come from the higher |>owers. 
They always originate with the masses Hut 
on the other hand we sec the manufacturers 
go to the parliament and get whatever they 
ask for. We see the bankers secure s|iccinl 
privileges which mean to them millions. We 
sec the railway companies do likewise. Any 
interest with a lot of money at once com­
mande the attention of our imlitieians The 
farmers who come empty-handed to ask only 
for justice go away as they came. Hut ia 

!.. ! We think not We think that 
despite the fact that Messrs Laurier and 
Borden and their parties respect the big 
interests instead of the people a change is 
coming We mistake the temper and spirit 
of our Western fanners if they will sit by 
and allow any group of politicians to dictate 
to them and take an active part in robbing 
them The farmers know that protective 
tariff ia rohlwry pure and simple The maim 
facturera of cours.- get the lienefit of it, but 
the government is responsible for it. The 
farmers have laid down their platform. They 
have told the government of Canada what 
they want No person who saw thuee eight 
hundred fanners at Ottawa will not doubt 
for a moment that they meant business They 
were very much in earnest. Are they going 
to get what they want! Certainly 
they are if they stand shoulder to 
shoulder and fight for it. It requires just 
aa much courage and determination to Il rn ' 
the bloodless battle with the predal/fr) 
interi-sta in our own country as it does to 
face the foreign foe with rifie and bayonet 
Itotb battles are equally in defense of our 
liresi.le

What are we going to do? This is the 
• lUealion which the Western farmers have 
been turning over in their minds for "the 
past ten days There ia one thing very plain.
namely, that not one member must get into 
ibe House of Commons from Western 
Canada neat election who ts not solemnly 
pledged to fight Ut the interest of the people
who elected him Home people believe it ta 
of no uae to pledge a candidate Hut we 
have not so far luat our faitli in humanity 
We believe that it is a very wise course to 
pledge a candidate, ami have him sign a 
written pledge in black ami while. Karm- 
era* organizations hate many times been 
injurgil root* or Iran through party politics 
This danger in the West ran I» averted 
through county organisations in the three 
provinces Our farmers will eontrol ihe 
I adit irai machinery if these counties eorre 
a|e»nd to the federal electoral districts The 
farmers then who lean towards the Cotiser 
vativea ran pledge a candidate of that parly 
to pfotec! the interests of the farmers lake 
wise the farmers who lean towerda the 
I-the ral party can pledge thetr candidate 
What difference then will H make which 
candidate is elected, providing he |e an boo 
orable man f Itut it should be agreed upon 
by all the farmers that they will defeat any 
candidate who will Dot pledge himself to 
the farmefi' platform Ity an doing the 
farmers ran gel justice

The winter lime ia the time to think them 
things over hml prepare. There will not 
he an election for a year and prohehly not 
till the fall of 1913, Hy that time the farm­
ers in all of the rural constituencies of the 
West should have compta* control of the

two political machines and make them aub- 
lervient to their interest». This seems to be 
the solution of thinking men on the present
situation.

Hut in addition we must unite the people 
of our Western provinces and cement them 
into a unit through the Initiative and Refer­
endum Now, more than any other time in 
the history of the Went, we need Direct 
Legislation on the statute book» of the 
Western provinces. When we have secured 
that, the people of these provinces will be 
able to control the legislatures which they 
do not do at the present time The people 
of the West lie lay have the power to throw 
out one |>arty in the provincial legislature 
mid put in another party that will be equally 
independent, but still the people will have 
no control over legislation The only thing 
that will do this ia the Initiative and Refer­
endum. The people of the three Prairie 
1‘roviueea, when they have once controlled 
legislation in their own province, will very 
shortly exercise dominant influence in the 
Hulls.- of Commons at Ottawa because they 
will Is- sup|Mirted hy a large number of 
|N-ople from the other provineea This seems 
a long process to secure reform, but it can 
all lie accomplished in lei» than five years. 
The big interest» have been forty years 
getting the |ieople under their thumb, so that 
five years is not a very long time to upset 
them interests

RETAIL MERCHANTS’ ASSOCIATION
The farmers must he ke|d under end eom- 

|M*lled to pay whatever price the merchants 
ebiMise to charge them. This ia the dirtum 
of the Retail Merchant»' Association. That 
organisation ie now engaged in preparations 
to have a delegation of 5,000 merchant» and 
rommerrial travellers wait upon the Ottawa 
government and protest agstnel the enact­
ment of the I 'o o|ierative Hill. Heeauae the 
farmer» went to the government MIO strong 
the roerelianla think their raae will be 
stronger with 5,000. Hut thorn merchant» 
ami commercial travellers represent only 
lliemmlvea, while the farmers represent 
directly at leeat «0,0110 voles St the neit 
general election Hut the farmers must not 
rest esay in the thought that they are secure 
The (willions in favor of the Co operative 
Hill that have been sent to every local sec re 
lary in the three Western Provinces should 
!*• signed by every farmer in the country 
ami sent in lo the provincial secretaries by 
January 1. The presentation of a huge 

•he government will indicate that 
the farmers mesn business The Cooper» 
live petitions should have at least 80,000 
signatures Kg Wilfrid l-aurier when ie 
the Weal Iasi summer, gave the farmers to 
understand that the Cooperative Bill would 

••me law If HirW
gives it his personal attention the Bill will 
surely become law during Ibis session The 
action of the Retail Merchant»' Association 
la the essence of erlflshneaa At the present 
time lbs leers In force are quite satisfactory 
to the merchant or the firm in business But 
the present law ia not so as Us factory te 
incorporate a large number of people who 
want te do their own business At the 
present rale there will soon rise up an 
organization demanding that the farmers 
I» compelled lo remain on their ferma nr 
he fastened on reserves like the Indians 
The opinion seems to prevail among the 
special privileged dam that the farmers are 
a n r.asary nuisance The farmers, by 
standing to their guns, ran soon clear away 
this delusion «•


