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The Open Track
By George Randolph C hester

‘ And ••.»* sen;:>pie r<> was •• !*-ir • •
: : * ;i k restai !

IIe ^rf 1 <}uit<- anxious V rr
• r f;«*r !i :tü. T le» a strîtnr n«t 
,r l.r«:t 1.1 :i-r in the -lining car. si, 
i. » • : » r h : - -o-riously in mind’. h i; G : <■ 
w aired for a grave nod "f e«,mpr.-1i.-h 
> :-.n before 1m- went on.

• ‘ Tiii~ i< firyt t ini♦ I *v. !•••« a
. \• r t in- rout «o. i n daylight sim»- 11.. n. 

1 that was ten v.-ur» ag<». ' ■ « r*
•1 When 1 ha v. t" • iih* ! ais 

1 w ays travel by night. hut ti i i < 
uuldn *t 11e 11» in v<elt'. When w.

J'ilfi g

an*
>urned. 
way I 
time I
(it th«- Ed gar ville curve. I’m n.,t 
tu look mit of the window. \n matt to 
how green the grass might I»*-, I should 
-• •• it s f > 1 < * t < * h o * I with ,r«-d. v. M.p' fifty 
right of thorn min, wnim -- . a ml <• h i1
• Iron—lay moaning, or wor-< than tant, 
<|ti ivt. A ii « I it wasn’t my .fault; tin*
• ompany exoni-rat *-,| m<- at t- r t ley had 
investigated. The si-ma ph*,i. was civ,ar.

* * 11 was this very train, t< •. Thv\ 
rallcl hi-r Number Kight then. m<j U,,. "*

In t i ng 
w as a 

A man 
A: for 
in t hr 
vr| low

\"umber Kight now. I am m 
in\ solf too much whi n 1 • I
good engineer in those da; 
lijnl to ho. to run XufnIn - ig 
at that time she was tin -t
world, and a man with a    •.t
any plane jn him load 
no right to oliml, in­
to t he < al> of In i 
engine, I "p grade or 
down grade, eurve or 
< t r a i g h t a w a y or 
shaky I rank, she had 
to he pushed along 
with the throttle 
wide open, and my 
fi r » m a n .1 • mm i«
Dali he\ running 
t his train today 
feeding le r e\ ery. 
jump I hatbi t a 
nerve In my body, 
those diiys. and I 
loved in y seat in t h< 
call jiM next to my 
love t he i ,|i| Worn If It 
rocker at home w it h 
t lie w fe and tin 
babie-, around nn 
I loved t III s W eep i.f 

I In W illfj. I he pull « | 
the Clir\e the m 
ward rush • .f t h 
'♦ might,level >t n l < 1,
• ven tin very sxc.a\‘ 
and rook <-f lier, a - 
■ hi l our Ilundi d 
and Two spun nvu 
nrooki d le d- and 
rot ten t ies and kink 
i «I rail- - but all t bat
was l,efi ,| « i lost 111 x
tier • v ; i n t (i.. days w ho. I |-< lb 
n on -chodule to the spilt -ec u d 

■ .11 m mil | rah , up ahead t , r 
'j..g t iv -ame thing toda , . h.n.1 i didn ’t

A. s . ,t, at i M,r.;i»n .1 u in-1 imi . w ait 
• _■ for the St I.eiiis connection, and 

that's w i -, I d d ! i t slow down.much a< 
" v a " • t v t tu Kdgarv i I le cur \. It X 
i ria'-t \ hi fid uist there, sharper than 
they n anv a curve now, xvith not enough 
d t - ( : t ■. tin- road hid. and with trees 
running right up to the signal tower, so 
that A OIL. Ç ull.ld n t see a 1 Hot ' be-Voiel 

I ' at 's why t lie\ had put a .semaphore 
there. It was t lie semaphore t hat killed 
m> passengers, not me. for that morn 
in g it was clear. We never heard of 
thv semaphore man again; he cut right 
off across country, and 1 suppose In 

""ctrrrril’« d hhr name.
'■ Ills skipping out that wav’helped to 

• li-ar me, and as soon as I got out of 
the hospital the company nfTered me 111 \ 
dd jot, hack ; hut I coul.dn’t take it I 

h in w in y iH-rvc was gone They diif'ted 
me to tin* St. Louis branch and gave me 
their hist train, but I couldn't make 
schedule. I had my hand on the lever, 
trembling, ready to rworse her. all the 
time, and 1 couldn't even pull in a slow 
train within a half hour of her time. I 
had a streak running thru nie the si/e 
of a telegraph pole and the color of a 
banana, and I couldn’t fight it down. I 
was all in. and I had to step down and

will have fried to rev et s, a cyclone 
Dvath was there, grinning and spitting 
it us, and there was no escape 
'‘It isn’t the hissing of' tin steam 

nor the clang and clash of iron that I 
hear when I think of that awful minute, 
hut the horrible grind, grind, grind ' 
It was all over in a flash. The two en 
gine^ Kee4U4‘d to heave up4-rke a volcan*», 
and then I was numb some place or 
other. I couldn't tell just where, and I 
seemed to float very gent lx down upon 
the ground, out in the field I suppose I 
must have been unconscious for a min 
ate or two after J lit. but it wasn’t for 
longer than that I think the shrieks 
and moans around me must have waked 
me up *° I didn't know I was hurt I 
didn't even Wonder why I had so mudi 
trouble in getting to my feet. nor why, 
when I walked, I limped, and let mx 
left arm hang straight down, and held 
m\ other hand upon my hack ; nor did 
I know that there was an tiglv cut upon 
my forehead All I thought about in 
that first moment was the -semaphore, 
and I looked up. It was still clear
“Have you any idea what it means 

tn he responsible for t he death of liftx 
eight people ! Of course you haven't.
I hadn't ex en then, until I began to

tTTlit) teVrihlc 
1 hiolrit

BKEAKIN ; AMONG THE KLUEEh 
A nee ne on the farm of Mr I'a^e near Gladstone Man

d her

•h
-• «• s hat 1 -axx. lb- -t i t Ii i • cab. a- 1 V. t 1.0
’ i-;. but (.-.• was he •• v: h.- s--ate -el# : a

ru - v !•«'?, we str-U'- k. iiii11 h • he er little 1,
w o « up until four v\ * .i-!,». itCli-r X ; r«| in • - a

Hi*- b«,-pital. All in- r* ■iii' ii In r- i' t ! at .it* t L :
u-t arou/el ’.h* *:urv- t lip •• in : t kb • • ■

-id* «A Kdgarv ille *.<«• tk.- 'Ai g , r,e 1 tale:
'•f X u>hli*-r Sevfffit <*«-': i-'-imiriy Mp (,«• I imini#
‘ «*r*- an«l seetning t ■ SU 1 in ~ I/*' a < • r -1
out i !. in t ii«- t wo se-'Mie ! - *liV u ere ! eft la * nr
as to - i- our prayers it u- had î 1 on;M t down t
Mf -ie ) a t king. - «• -« «• n.«-il tii( t. e ns 1 Two r<

Via;
into

t • V

IOIIS.
s if
feat -

U, t f. V. .
clouds

• rash .-a 
soft

i nd H - n

a me, I e#«n 
»fination a!

fal: on

• d to a\ 
inside h 

othing bO 
all r g*A

>u)d. I

oof 'Ho- company was mix Kind »«. 
■i» they ga v e me a good job on 1 he 
ground, and I ’• *• held it ever -iie e I 
:m’t. em to b-axe t hi- railroad * f,t », 

ould m a e more mon» oat

‘ We >• all rig t fia- morning
; the semaphore - d<;ir <■ lear '»*• 
il’' are! I threw h«-r open to the 
,t c h We ca me fair)'. u in g mg'

were drunk, arid I can -« « t at -t r»-t 
* <> t r.v foot f,t the g'rad* a- .plain * I 
-odd -<-<• it the- minute. The un was 
- • fling as bright I; a - it : r g - ’ now ; 
t m re waw i-rioug- br« e/, t» ■ « ,, the
grc» kit -. » h waving geiA ! arid out in 
frer.» of hi- door, smoking he- pipe un 
;<-r .hi- clear *-< :/.apl,or<-. an ; - * ng up

lazi v. witt, ho* - ha-fid- »*. • a-
* -, food * he -emaphof« a an. Î

- he • ad I * n : dd . of
ÎJ

side a-

I* wa
» t

I • Xt /r ,reit« • « ' it » « 'ora
- ,'.g aromo1 » < t and * h« n w« 

'• • * .-«•.* f A ee r ’ ( r our •« ft rie- *
r. «-r e 1 r I ii'iti A ex en ha « I#
* oir. to do Ha: . cd • id g»r . <
• r the le*.1 r »■ ‘-r, r.efor* tir . ,ra ■» ^ • « •

- . »... Out I Olg'*

iiinvi- among t hum I air, not , • ng» t «• 
tell v fill what it loifki-d III- « You un 
imagine it for yourself, and be thankful 
1 at v our imag'irtaf ton w rit not react,

‘There was one woman w ho # aim- u| 
and screamed a f me f lirions) v be<- mse 
he had |#,sf tif f tiair her false h;iir 

ile ngdit at tier feet lay men, all cut 
t - veen but eonsc inn*., w h*» never

i h , vr<-d N g'feat i.ig brute of a f «-I 
,w with a l.n.w not an inch high and 
i" '*k as the .i- h i s head. #»re w lumi 

- - would ha - « pe k < d out a- a c«#ld
1 .....led thug, had thrown him - « If fan
forward upon the ground and w -ob 
hi ng like a «tu Id, t ho tu- wash t -, urt a 
artel* . ,/i<,r had he an a-»piain*aim-

• n t *■ train. A #1 r«s- v y- un g fellow 
' r m ould have been claws, «I ^ a WIMS-.

t urned out t,, be a do'-tor -nd witti a
* r u - - < d leg and internal injuries that 
would have t ille,J an uni inary man at 
on"-, he draggf d ,in.-' A around witti 
a white face and his jaws lere-t,<d and 
oouiel up ore- wound after a not he» until

i- died.
Hut it wasn't the men t na * grippe,] 

n o hard; it was it,,, women and ' hil 
r* You see. I na-j m wife and t nre«- 

i-*h at home, and ou g now w t at that 
« tnw for I saw u-t -u' u a group in 
J<- the lid of -.our wat# h a minut, r go, 

‘•tin#- ha vi- all been t a »- <*n from me ire •#• 
t n« n, one at a time, all four of them 
and a* # a#-t. n, , « ft ,, «• jt »#•# ,, #«d ♦ o t,<-

sifiiitdinw • ounci ted vxitti 
day out there in the field 
a sort of punishment, althu <lod knows I 
shouldn't have been punished more than 
this metnorv i- a punishment, for it 
wash t inv fault The semaphore was 
clear, and it. wasn't my business h 
know what was beyond it Hut it wie 
mx hand on t tie lever, just the ««a me, and 
if the damned sutler worse agon\ than 
I did as I looked from one to the other 
of those poor, maimed, helpless créa 
t ures. we have a cruel < md It's the 
women and children that I can't get 
over There was one little girl just 
the age of mv Klsie. with the same 
brow n curls, and

His voice choked aiel In- stopped, but 
the stranger did not look at him. lb- 
knew that the tears were smarting upon 
the ex engineer's lower eyelids, and his
• •w ii eyes were moist. Tli-eir was a little 
girl like that in the Ini of the watch 
case, and just now she was over a tlmii 
sand miles away There was ipiite a 
long silence.

1 «mi are md to blame I'm loping 
v our nerve, was the stranger 's com 
iiimiplace remark, after In- had cleared 
awax a certain huskiness that w«is in 
Ins t hroat

"I lost it III nm 
s« « Olid,” replied | he 
ot lier,f ii list ,-adily. ”|, 
that hail always been 
tie- roolrxt mail of 
t he crew ,n a wr*-i k. 
was no iih. this time 

vl»ik«- a crazy man I 
went from one to n 
not her of t licit! w her# 
He x lay ,,|| t hr
gro„„d. all the living 
aiel sonic of t In- d«*nd, 
I guess. Idling them 
"V'T are! ov#*r again 
that it wasn't my 
fault, I hat t h#- s«-inn 
phor#- was «leur 
‘ I# nr as a « ry stall I 
mail# them look to 
when* both its Use­
less arms, the r#-#l 
and tie- whit#-, hung 
bmp in Ih«- sunlight 
Die iiian lauglo-il 
when I told him. 
tie n h#- « ursed fine, 
ami de <! with | tie 
‘ 'irse upon his lip». 
\n#I it was his bill, 

girl t lint look#*#! lik#

Ilf
Mil# after nub 

sp* «I away and the 
1 w <* i ru v «• |«-r - sat silently looking out 
"t the window and thinking gravely. 

I I* « • r «* a a s a long ht op by arel by, an«l 
th< «franger spot-.«• of it.

^ * figre«-d t lie * X engineer, ' ' w «•
ought tn be out *,f h« r« This is Gordon 

I unction, are! th<* St Louis train is in 
ah# ad of us.’’

I h«* cofi«luct##r present ly cam#- bunt ling 
i» t o t he rnr

Lu* x you r* ab#mrd. Hilly, ’ ' h< 
aid, mopping Ins brow 1 • .fjrnrnic Dal# 

has just taken sick in t h« cab, and 
vou'll ha vi- to pull Us in to Die eii«| of
♦ h«- dix ise,n I II report t«, hea#b|ijarters 
that you’re in charge.”

I h« r«- was no vehement outburst of 
refusal, such an the strang«*r had #•*
I.«•#• t#*«| Instea#), the «•* «-ngmeer sat
il#fit f#>r s##m#* time, m#,istening his bps 

a Jt i-rnat <-ly. with a curious. s|#> w #l#diber 
■t t ion.

Nou know where w«• ar#\ «Ion’t you, 
»1 urphx ’ he finally returned, and the 

' *»n«Ju#-tor gave a smile #,f un#l*-rstan«lirig 
iri'lulgence. “f’an't .firnrnie la-t until 
w#- pass the Kdgarv ill#- curve f I won’t 
rnirej running h«-r in from there. ’ ’

‘ Last’” repeated Murphy “He's in
* b«* baggag#- car ##n a cot now. with a 
d#e tor that w « g«<t out of the Cincinnati 
sleeper A c u t #• gastritis, he calls it 
X#,thing to it, Hilly you’ll have to for

# 4#nllnued on Pag» It


