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Langbank, Sask
FARMER BEARS THE BURDEN
Editor, Guide:—In my last letter I
vointed out, conclusively, I think, how
‘eburdens carried by the other classes
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buildings, and so forth?
labor and S per ¢ nt
and figures on this point

interest on t}

’
It is not intended that the

questions, but we think they are of

nsideration from our readers at t
hest of the Jetters received and in ¢
readers as posaible an be presented
letters short. This is an opportunity

to put their thoughts before the

Questions for Discussion

We are going to try and make the Mail Bag more interesting and pre
ftable by suggesting ne or two subects n wi h wWe onw ally desire Lo
have the experience and opinions of our readers

We would be glad ¢t ave a number of letters iring the next few weeks

the questior What Is a Fair Profit? Fhe manufacturers in defend

g Protection and in asking for higher tariffs ofte ] nt to the big profits
w the pesert Western farmers are making I he anufacturers are

aking profits which run all the way to } per cent n their invested

apital We want to know what interest the farmers are making on their
investments How mueh per cent n the money they have invested are
the farmers of the West making out of their agricultural operations, after

paying expenses and allowing wages for their own work and the work of
members of their families, for wear and tear on ma« hinery, equipment and
Are our Western farmers getting paid for their
eir investment? We would Jike

We would also be glad to have Jett
interview with Sir Edmund Walker, §

)

Mail Bag will be devoted exclusively to these

suflicient importance to merit special

e present time We will publish the
rder that the ews of as many of our
we ask correspondents to make their
for men and women who are thinking

untry The Editor

facts

our readers discussing the
in The Guide on Nov

ember 6

into the equipment of the road; and they

must all charge more for their services,
because their employees must get higher
wages for their necessaries are increased

in price by this same tariff

Our politicians tell us that we must
bear our share of the burdens entailed
upon the builders of such a great corntry
as Canad s destined to become Are

we not practically carrying all?  Just
think for-a moment of the logical con
clusion of these undisputed facts and all
must admit that the burdens of the
country. whatever their source, must be

borne by its basic industry, agriculture

With three or four exceptions every-
thing we buy is protected by a duty of
from 15 to 40 per cent, to which must
be added, if we are going to get anything
like an adequate conception of this sub-
ject, the enhanced cost on account of
merchants’ profits and the higher freight
rates, to which I have referred above,
which increases the cost of everything

dollars and con

sequently the tarill imposes on me a
burdea of at t four h ired dollars
of which the treasur { the country
possibly gets one hundred while the
beneficiaries of the system profit to the
extent of three hundred No if the
average farmer had this three hundred

dollars to spend in more comforts for
his family, a trip and rest for the over
worked wife, » more liberal support to
would the

not be benefited more

the church and education
country generall
thaa it s by its expenditure, by those
who have it now, in touring Furope

“We can’'t all be farmers.” Would
not this additional wealth at the disposal
of the farmer enable him to support even

larger cities and towas, with their diver-
than under present
conditions? Might not this lessening of
the pecessity for economising in the home
deprive some of our ignorant erities of
the opportunity they seem to enjoy of
using the farmer as an object lessor when

sified occupations,

they wish "o point & morsl or adorn »
nle™ of avariciousness’

ROBT. FISHER

Oak Bank

CPR HIGHHANDEDNESS
Editar. Linide It would appear that
Lime has arvived for the men of the
West | show that this country s Mt

) o a vl L by h)g‘: handed
eporat . The last st of corpora
: olempt { Canadian courts b

being performed in the vicinity of my

ranct

The lactn. aa | have been abie 10 sacer

tain them, ar s Tollows
T C PR have, during the course
{ theee yours, been carrying on logel
T prevent rival milnays from
sesing throngh this distriet o0 enler

Calgary The pless, o o
able the C PR 0o enfores

these actions, have been of
t lechnionl sature, the ap-
parently wmly practiesl

feason beang Lo prevent any
ther milway, eoxoeplt the
C PN, to run through the
bietrwct The last of the

injunctions asked for by the

C PR was quashed by the
courts & short while ago
When the CN.R theo
proceeded o complete the
«ork the cr u‘ dis-
regarding  court decrsions
armed some 100 men with

rushed
that bunch of roters lh!-m‘h
this district to obstruct the
work of the CN R by loree
enture this question
we expectied 1o be law
ling citisens, governed
by British law, or are we to
be run by moving picture
hisplays of Mexican nature’

his work of obstructing
competing railways is to pre-
ent competition with the
C PR in the distriet where
my ranch is loeated ~where the C.P.R
Are running trains only twice & week—
where Lhere is no station agent at the
CPrR where there is 8o tele-
graph office or line—and where & whole
siring of farmers are waiting for oars
The pretext under
which this system of obstructing other
railways s being carried on is that the
competing railways are interfering with
the CPR irrigation system. There
are some 300 farmers’ complaints re-
garding this system registered with the
Dominion Government, and this Govern-
ment has as yet nol granted a waler
licence to the CPR, soa the CPR
have themselves not complied with the
laws and regulations here are, b
sides this, many other farmers’ griev-
ances, which could be mentivaed if Lime
and space sould allow

If the C.P.R. believe that they can
earry their private interests by brute
force in opposition to the decision of the
courts, it would appear that the time
arrived when the people of
Canada get an opportunity to check
a corporation so detrimental to the pro-
gress of the nation, and that « plank be
introduced in & politieal plql,u'm to
instruct the government to build »
parallel with the C.P.R. main
line from the Provinces to the
Pacific Coast and leave the management
of this milway to commissioners free
of party polities. It woulde hardly be
remind the publi that the
vole of one single homesteader in such
a ballot will equsl the vote of the presi-
dent of the C.P.R.

HENRY SORENSEN.
Alberta
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NOTIOE TO CORRESFPONDENTS

This Department of The Ouide s maln
tained aly for the purpose
viding » discussion for the
where they may freely sxchangs views and
derive from sach other

hWe -re‘I neither justice -ovul‘njﬁla
which doth not change its quantity upon
changing climate.—Pascal.




