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AOAINST disect legislation

Editor, (laid*:— I «tab yoe weaM 
greet ate tba privilege el answering 
Mr T. J. iRxow » eed Mr Levi Thomp 
son's let I ore, «bleb appeared la year 
Aegwet imam, oe Ibe eeb;*rl of Dirwel 
l^gielaltoa. Tbe (laid* baa a repels 
I tee for feirnese sad dàeeriailaalioe 
Ibreegbeet the Weal. I hope yea will 
sot impair that repatetioe. To aiy 
anted both Mr. IHsoe eed Mr Thomp 
...» dealt very dieereetly wltb my 
•laotatioa from Premier Asquith, eed 
eke my Australien illustration Mr 
Uisoe arrays a slreege medley of eemee 
la support of his ergameel ; some, 1 
think, would hardly l-ear esamiealfee. 
The ieelualoa of both Hellebery eed 
Kassebery among bis list of 'Matons* 
tool men a bo advurote tbe 
esteosion of Direct legisla
tion" reused me some mild 
surprise As to Balfour, bis 
announce meat in favor of 
Ibe principle of tbe Befrrea- 
dum being applied to Tariff 
Reform. was conditional 
upon tbe Liberal party coe- 
senliog to refer the Home 
Muir question to Ibe elector
ate in a like manner And 
to Ibis tbrl liberal petty 
refused to agree. Rollout s 
offer sas nothing but tbe 
last desperate eleventh hour 
throw of a gambler. Ilia 
party have since then repu
diated the Referendum, in 
fact, that policy does not 
appear even on the bon eon 
4 British politics. Mr. Irvi 
Thompson, in attempting 
to prove that tbe principle 
of Direct legislation is • 
good thing by citing Switier- 
land. attempts to prove too 
much. If it lie eo diet met an 
advance upon the usual 
method of governance, then 
Swiss people must. I suppose, 
be the brat governed and of course the 
most contented people ou earth. Are 
they f But there la one point which I 
omitted to urge in my former letter 
on this subject. That is, that a purlin 
meat poseseee—other thiaga being 
equal—e higher average of intelligence 
than do tbe people whom it both repre 
scuta and governs, consequently it is 
more logical to espect better legieln 
tion by following the present system, 
always providing that parliament does 
not alt too long—than by a system of 
sporadic interference which may some 
limes be guided by a sane instinct, hut 
again, as often by some passionate ont 
burst of sentimentality which contains 
oo stable element. I said other things 
being equal. I mean, of_ course, that 
we must believe our parliament to he 
composed of men of average probity, 
and not of men who can he corrupted 
hy the first gang of capitalists that 
comes along. But, of course, to assume 
that the representative is corrupt or 
liable to become corrupted, assumes 
also that the represented are corrupt 
or liable to corruption, and that is a 
somewhat sorry picture of democracy^.

From my bbaervation this Direct 
Legislation agitation is an outcome of 
the instinctive fear with which detno^ 
rraev regard" the growing power of 
Capitalism. Its supportera fail to per- 
eeivt that Capitalism ran, under the 
present system of society, wield the 
Imwer when it will and how it will, 
whether we get the power of the Initia
tive and Referendum or not. Any 
small group of men possessing the 
means and the Incentive can soon 
poasess the power to will and to attain 
that which they desire. Proportional 
Representation is one remedy; Social
ism is another. Every man must 
choose for himself. I cannot see how 
the possession of the power of the 
Initiative, Referendum and Recall by 
the people can change the existing
situation one iota. ____

JOSEPH If. ANDREWS 
Langbank, Snsk.

FARMER BEARS THE BVRDEN 
Editor, Guide:—In my last letter I 

pointed out, conclusively. I think, how 
tebiirdens carried by the other rl*

'• the community ere tweed over to 
the fermera shoulders by ||w pc-rees of 
* est oral 1st, they heisg able i«, shift 
I heir's ehdehe resent, becoeer be oever 
maben s poo* fee hie product, that bring 
regelated by tbe competition of Ibe 
termers of the oorld in so open market 
I entree I bet owwl of yew enters oo Ibw 
question base failed In lobe engwiseere 
of wverel mays m which tbe tariff burden 
to made heavier thee the mete rale of 
doty levied The ohnleoato ewer heel 
oho first beys Ibe goods most hove e 
profit am the total «sloe, lerludiug Ibe 
tariff, sod each through oboe* hands 
the goods pern most have a profit oe 
the whole coot la him The railroad 
■ hrch ierr.es the goods to this roeotry 
mwt have e higher Imghl role oo account 
of tbe dut lee levied eo Ibe outer ta! going

oe boy at beat U pee wot d the doty 
more lo other words. Ibis policy «I 
protection lo the lodoetfiee el the roeotry 
edde nee third lo tbe reel el everything 
oe bey. whale eet gin eg oe ear reel » 
edvaotegw in our M

"Bet thee I farmer decs wet hoy 
muck Hen alien hoe that assertn»o 
been mode lo the for owe» by tbe ejpMagMl 

-s n dtoeeeeietu of thés qoew- 
Iwm? Well. I know that every year el 
tbe forty that I have here no the farm 
to Ibw reentry I hove purchased to tbe 
fell estent of my income, eed I will 
veal ere the aorrtim that there is wot 
more than » bet does
tbe user, while I have karrow many oho 
spent rawanlvrahly tone* than their in
come and ptdd|ad every yew.

My Income Tr..u. the farm erefugee

■um wish In petal • u
Into" el evWMSoweoeaof

tkeb Reek
■oar. naan.

iw at Berne A Street m Malar*. Ingle.

Questions for Discussion
We ere going to try eed make tbe Mail Hag more letereeling end pro 

•table by anggeeting one or two subjects oe which we eo|mr telly deeire to 
have the experience and opinions of our readers.

We would be g led to have e number of letters during tbe nest few weeks 
on tbe question: ''Whet la a Fair Profit f " Tbe manufacturer* in defend 
ing Protection and in asking for higher tariffs often point to the big profits 
which they assert Western fermera are making The raaanfactarers are 
making profits wbiek ran nil the way up to 50 per cent, on their iaseated 
capital. We want to know wkat interest Ibe farmers ore making on their 
investments. Ilow meek per cent, oe tbe money they have Invented are 
the farmers of the Went making out of their agricultural operations, after 
paying expenses sad allowing wages for their own worh and tbe work of 
members of their families, for wear and tear on machinery, equipment and 
buildings, and so forth! Are oar Western farmers getting (mid for their 
labor nnd A per cent, interest on their investment f We would like fuels 
and figures on this point.

We would also he glad to have letters from our readers disc nosing the 
interview with Hir Edmund Walker, published in The fluid* on November t. 
It il not intended that the Mall Reg will be devoted exclusively to theee 
questions, bet we think they are of sufficient importance to merit special 
consideration from oar renders at the present time. Wa will publish the 
beet of tbe letters received sad in order that the views of a* many of our 
renders as possible can he presented we ask rorrr*|iondenle to make their 
letters short. This is an opportunity for men and women who are thinking 
to put their thoughts before the country.—The Editor.

into the equipment of the rood, and they 
must all charge more for their services, 
because their employees must get higher 
wages, for their necessaries are increased 
in price hy this same tariff.

Our politicises tell us that we must 
bear our share of tbe burdens entailed 
upon the builders of such a greet country 
as ( anode is destiacd to lieronie. Are 
ee not practically carrying ell? Just 
think for s moment of the logical con
clusion of these undisputed facts and all 
must admit that the burdens of the 
country, mbs lever their source, must lie 
borne by its basic industry, agriculture

With three or four exceptions every
thing we buy is protected by e duty of 
from 15 to W) per cent, to which must 
Ik added, if we arc going to get anything 
like an adequate conception of this sub
ject, the enhanced cost on account of 
merchants' profits sod the higher freight 
rates, to which I have referred aiiove, 
which increases the cost of everything

C.P.R HIGHHANDEDNIPW
Editor, Isui* —It wuuld appear that 

the time has arrived far lbs mew of the 
West Iw shew that this roeetry U ran 
by tbe peeqsto ewd not by high bonded 
rwcp new linos The last act of surpass- 
lim contempt ad I anadiae rwnrU to 
being performed ia the eiriwMy ad my 
roach

The farts, as I bars bees sble to asroe- 
taie them, ore os feRowe

TV t PR have, dun eg tbe rouses 
«f three years, here carrying oe logoi 
set toes to present Heal rede eye from 
poaesog through tbs* distriH to rotas 

(ilpry. Tbs plea*, to su
able the I f It to referee 
theee eet inns, base been of 
e lerhescwl eater*. Ibe ap
parently only practical 
renews being la per reel any 
other rodway. esrept the 
t F R . I» run through tbe 
diet net Tbe last el tbe 
iO|waetinws ashed for by lb* 
< P E we* quashed by tbs 
• oorts e short white ego 
When the V N R.
psvweeded to complete the 
work. tbe C.Pl. dis
regarding 
•need some If 
pic base*, etc

dh
eed ruabsd

shout Is else hundred dollar» and roe- 
•equently the tariff imposes on me e 
burden of at lea at four hundred dollars, 
of which the treasury of the country 
possibly gets one hundred while the 
beneficiaries of the system profit to the 
extent of three hundred No* if the 
average farmer had this three hundred 
dollars to spend in more comforts for 
his family, a trip and rest for the over
worked wife, e more liberal support to 
tbe rburrb and education, would the 
country generally not lie benefited more 
thaa it is by its eipenditure, by those 
who have it now, in touring Europe?

"We can't all be fermera." Would 
not this additions! wealth at tbe disposal 
of the farmer enable him to support even 
larger cities and towns, with their diver
sified occupations, than under present 
conditions? Might not this lessening of 
the necessity for economising in tbe borne 
deprive some of our ignorant critics of 
tbe opportunity they seem to enjoy of 

: the farmer as so object leaaop when

that beech «#rioters through 
I hie district to obstruct the 
worh of tbe I'.N R by fores 

I venture this question — 
Are we espected to be law 
abiding eilinewa, governed 
by British lew. nr arc we to 
he ran by moving parlor* 
displays of Metiraa nature* 

This work of olietracting 
competing railways is to pre
vent competition with tbe 
C P R in Ibe district where 

my ranch is located—where the CP. R 
are running trains only twice * week— 
when- there is eo station agent el tbe 
CM* R atalioo- where there is no tele
graph office or line—eed where a whole 
string id farmers are waiting for cars 
to ship their grain. The pretest eider 
which Ibis system of obstructing other 
ra.la og carried oe ia that tbe
competing railways are interfering with 
tbe C.'.P.R irrigation system There 
are some 100 farmers' complaints re- 
gardmq this system registered with tbe 
Dominion Government, sod ibis Govern
ment has as yet not greeted e water 
licence to Ibe CPE, as the C.P.R. 
have Ihrmarlve* not complied with lb* 
laws and regulations There are, tie
ndra Ibis, many other farmers' griev
ances, which could be menllowed if Haas 
and apace aould allow.

If the CP R belie eo that they con 
carry their private interests by brute 
force in opposition to the decision of the 
• oorta, it woold appear (hot the lies* 
has now arrived when the people of 
Canada get opportunity to check 
a corporation so detrimental to the pro
gress of the nation, end that a plant be 
introduced in a political platform to 
inalruct the government to build • 
railway parallel with the C.P.R main 
line from the Prairie Provinces to tbe 
Pacific Coast and leave tbe manage meet 
of this railway to commissioners free 
of party politics. It wouldc hardly be 
necessary to remind the puhli that the 
vote of one single homesteader ia each 
a ballot will equal the vota of the presi
dent of the C.P.R.

HENRY SORENSEN.
Strathmore, Alberta.

■ones TO OOBBBdFOWDSNTB

This DspartawM *# The Balds Is warn 
lain*4 seeerial.y far the serpeee a# era- 
rid tag a 4 lacs eel on Erased far the nsdsrx 
oasis they way freely asshaaga slaws sod 
darts* from sack ether tha hawsdM at at 
sense «a es4 belyfel esggestleaa Bessy 
Uttar mast he Wg>*4 hy the saws at the 
writer, theegh eet sirsnarUy lot yahl 
Mae The views *f ear aorrsapaadaats 
sat at a......... Ity thaa* at The Balls

We ere neither justice nor injustice 
which doth not change it* quantity upon 
changing climate.—Pascal


