your ‘heart
‘of hearts you kmow that that is non-
‘semse, but your Briton who lives
abroad is so full of the every-Eng-
lshman's-h {s-his-castla ot

‘ that he invaniably gets exaggerated
{deas asto intrusion on his pﬂ'vu:_y."
My friend’s explosion gives, I think.
a very fair idea of the opinion of
most Englishmen at home when es-
plonage s mgﬁﬁiiad to them, and
yet the spy system not only does
prevail in France, but it has entered
jnto the customs of the country’'s
rulers, as well as into those of folk
¥‘agin the government,”” 80 much
that, if it does not throw Russia’s
method into the shade, it at all
events quite equals it.

How much do you ‘intEngland rea-
fize, T wonder, of the jnwardness | of
the ““fiches’’ scandal in the Chamber
of Deputies not long ago, which all
put overthrew M. Combes and his
government. ? What think you of the
fact that practically every officer of
the French army, from the young
fellow who has just left St. Cyr to
the commander-in-chief himself, hias
each his dossier at the war office
which is at the service of the Minis-
ter for Home Affairs whenever he
chooses to demend a sight of it ? The
Minister of Justice has the dosdiers
of every member of the French bar,
and at the prefecture and the home
office are myriads of dossiers refer-
ring to civilian officials, politicians
and to all classes of private folk.
And now, of course, you would like
to know just what a dossier is. Fil-
od and kept safe from prying eyes,
between two strips of cardboard, the
ministerial offices of which I have
spoken collect short notes about the
dives of every kind of people, writ-
ten on scraps of paper and derived
from sourccs more or less reputable.
One of these slips, or fiches. which
make the dossier up, may ma’
mar the future of a citizen of the
republlic, and, as the scandal in the
‘Chamber, showed, the information
gathered from club servants, waiters

_ in cafes. concierges, from no matter
whom nor how nor where, has many
times prevented otherwise deserving
officers from getting leave, promotion
or the coveted exchange to other du-
ties.

This, strange as it no doubt must
gound to English ears and English
notions, would be a good mark in
sthe France of January, 1905, but if
to-morrow France were to be ruled
by a reactionary cabinet—and, as
you know, in France conservative re-
action and allegiance to the Pope go
hand in hand—yesterday’s good meark
would mean such a bad one for 'the
unfortunate officer in question that
e would probably be tucked away
in & frontier garrison, where, to use
wthe official explanatiom of such
courses when they are guesfioned in
the Ch , his “influence for ewil
is less to be feared.’’ One of the
vgreat administrative jokes is the pre-
smentation to a high French official on
his accession to office of the dossier
concerning him. I can cite a rather
smmusing example of this, M Combes.
on emtering office, was particularly
anxious to see what information bhis
{forebear at the home office had about
‘i,  The secretary, who was des-
.patched for the dossier, so expurgat-
&4 it before he brought it in’'that aM
M. Combes found about himself was
:that he had,  been proposed twemty
_years before for the cross of the Le-
agion of Homor. He knew that could
not be all it had contained, inelisted,
~and eventuaMy was shown the other
-4 They isted of: First,
- dnformation emanating from a detec~
‘Hve employed by the prefesture . of

- Lyous, a little provin¢ial town
-the premier practiced as & doctdr,

1is not definitely known. But ong

ﬁh’l{a'

at the detective department of the
home 9tself whom I had hustled &
nttle. i

But the generality of esplonage and
all its works has had more serious
results. At the time of writing the
truth about the death of M. Syvetow

‘thing is certain. The government of
France descended so low as to col-
dect, with the help of the Fremch
Free Mason organization, the dos:
siers of army officers whom the late
Minister, of War believed to be dan-
gerous to his position. The opposi-
tion, by counter-espionage. got wind
of what was going on and bought the
fiches through the intermedisry of
Syveton and the Masounic clerk, Bide-
gain., The suicide or death by foul
means of the one may have been
partly due to other causes. The dis-
appearance of the other is st¥l un-
explained, but. one thing is quite cer-
tain—toth Syveton and Bidegain
would have been now alive and might
perhaps be reputable members of so-
ciety but for the odious system . of
espionage which, even more generelly
now than in the empire’s palmy days,
has altogether undermined the moral
‘tone of France.

k SPRING TONIC., .

Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills Makeg |
Strength for Summer.

Every man and woman in Canada
needs a tomic icine at this

of the year. They must bave new,
rich blood to build them up to bear
the trying heat of summer. Dr. Wil-
liams’ Pink Pills are the greatest
spring tomic in {the whole world.

Bvery dose makes mew, rich blood--
new vigorous lifa. They transtora
weak, weary, anaemic girls into
healthy, graceful, well-developed wo-
They make debilitated men
strong, lusty and emergetic. They
give worn, despondent women new
health' and comfort. They do this
every time—they canmnot fail. After a
course of Dr, Williams’ Pink Pills,
every man and woman can withstang
the summer’s heat free from back-
ache and headaches, weakness and
despondency. Mrs. M, A, White, Seal
Cove, Que., says :* ‘‘I cannot praise
Dr. Williams' Pink Pills too highly.
They have not only made a new per-
son of .myself, but have been of inecs-
timable value in my family. I al-
ways keep the pills in my home and
the result is I have no doctor’s bills,
nor have I any delicate boys or girls,
as the pills keep them stromg ana
healthy. 1 constantly recorrmend
the pills to my friends, and I al
ways hear good words from those
who use them.’””

men.

Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills do net
act upon the bowelsy they do not
bother with the mere symptoms  of

disease; they simply make mew riuch,
red blood. and thua cure all the com-
mon afilments of life. But you must
get the genuine, with the full name,
Dr. Wildams' Pink Pills for Pale
People, on the wrapper around cach
box. BSold by all dealers everywhere
or by mail at 50 cents a bux or six
boxes for $2.50, by writing Ibe Dr.
Williams’ Medicine Co., Meockville,
Ont.

THE BIG WOMAN’S TROUBLEHS.
There was an enormously stout
Germen woman sitting in the corner
of a street car last night, weeping as
if her beart would break. Some kind-
ly spirit asked her what the matter
wea.

to get off de car I have to back out
de door, and de comductor man  he
{ tink I vas getting on and pushes ms
in. . I bave since 10 d'clock  been

4y

I am 80 fat dat effery time I vant

riding this morning, and I'm bun-

JULES VERNE

AN APPREOIATION.

(London Daily Mail.)
It is forty-two years sinca Jules
Verne published his first tale, the
first of an almost unnumbered series,
which have been the delight. of near-
ly two generations of boys. This
herald of a new order of books of
adventure was entitled ‘‘Five Weels
in a Balloon,” and appeared in Eng-
Ysh in 1870; and almost all his sub-
seguent books found their way into

our. tongue. Mudie’s list includes
more thap sixty volumes, and it is
not complete,

The advent of Jules Verne wes
tantamount to & revolution in juve-
nile literature. Those were ‘tha days
of pious Sunday-school - literature;
the book that lay adust om the nur-
sery shelf were ‘“Stanford and Mer-
ton’”’ and “The Fairchild Family.”” As
yet Dr. George Macdonald had not
written ‘‘The Princess and the Gob-
lins’’ and ‘‘At the Back of the North
Wind.”” As yet Lewis Carroll had
not thought of “Alice in Wonder-
land,” published in 1865, As yet
Enatchbull-Hug: had not penned
his fairy tales. It was a drab, grey,
dull period upon which visione of
the French writer broke, a period de-
voted to moral emblems and serious
contemplations. Children, if they
wanted lighter farq, must have re-
course to Scott, to the Pickwick Pa-
pers, to Wilkie CoMins, or to Cap-
tain Marryat.

Jules Verne’s mission was to open
up to the youthful mind the wonders
of the scientific world. He perceived
the great imeginative possibilities
latent in science, and was the first to
exploit them. His reward was a
world-wide fame, for his romances
have been translated into almost
every civilized language, and  his
name ds known to schoolboys of
every nation. His method was to
adapt to fiction some sciemtific = fact
or discovery. Theories' had not the
hold on him that they have on Mr.
H. G. Wells. He seized the bare
fact and embroidered it skilfully
with an industrious and ingenious in-
vention; and he has lived to see
many of the things he adumbrated
and anticipated pass into the realm
of actuality.

3 The most -pccenlul and probably
the most fascinating of his romances
dealt with sub-marines., It . was @
trilogy, called “The Mysterious Ts-
land,” and one grateful boy long ago
passed with avidity from volume
volume. In it appeared the famous
Captain Nemo, who had been the

humor.

own

fic knowledge

ative writer.

istics.

T iaheh

hero of ‘‘Twenty Thousand Leeg
under the Sea,’’ and who was inspi
od by & hatred of the English. Never
to be forgotten is the thrill with
which that passage was read describ-
ing the sinking of the English sbip
by the revengeful Nemo. But - one
forgave him; he was so superbuman,
and, ‘moreover, he was the deus ek
machina of the Mysterious Island.) |
. Submarines driven by electricity are
with us now for good; and people
ot take eighty deys in putting

. How many books of one’s boyhood
‘could one re-read ? I have tried the
‘experiment with several, and the old N !
magic has left them. But I am sure] . Spluttered Tommy  be-|.
I tould reread the “Mystarious ' Ts- '
land’’ and the *Journey to the Cen-
tre of the Eatth.” They were so di-§'
rect, 80 brave, so eerfe, and so chal-{
©d petticoats in them. If boys are
not spoiled  nowadays by the feast
that is -pr‘:; for them year in and

out.
Verne.

the dering voyagers at the moon ? I
can recall to this day, over "“how
many duéty and silent years,”
terrifying pisture of the dead dog
that clung about, the travelling cy-
linder in space midway ’twixt earth
heaven, The drag of the earth
was lost, and everything the voyag-
ers threw out hung suspended about
them. Of recent years Mr. Wella has
tried his hand on the moon, and his
book ranks with the best.
be’ ungenerous to make comparison
at this distance of time from: the one.
Candidly I belleve Mr Well's book to
be vestly cleverer, but Jules Verne's
comes back over the years with the|’
echo of the old delight.

It would be easv to criticize ~Jules
Verne on the scorg that his scienti-
was indiffefent, and
that he lacked a tempering sense of
But such things have noth-
ing in the world to do with his tri-
umphant achievements as am fmagin-
1t is more probable
that he has interested more boys in
science than any other writer, and
children of a larger growth need not
scorn  to read them, Very lttle
passes as humorous to & child, who
can see fun in P\

the

It would

kin's Zing ba-
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PRACTICAL PLUMBERS, GAS & STEAM Fitters
Electric and Mechanical Bells, Etc.
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House,Sign ana DecoratfvePainter
PLAIN AND DECOSATIVE
PAPER-NANGER.
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chester street, east of Blﬂlt.;l.:!‘ei. ﬁntnglo.'
Bell Telephone, Up 205.

LAWRENGE RILEY.
PLASTHRIE.

nalities dn Ballantyne’s “‘Ceral Is-
land,” and ‘“Gorilla Hunters’' ;
Passepartout in “Round the World
in Eighty Days’’ suffices to youth for
a comic creation,
In these days literature for child~
ren is at its flood tide. Several hun- }
dreds of boys’ books are contributed
by the printing presses every year.
But Jules Verne retains his place of
pride and priority.
1828, and he has written for
than forty years. ‘The debt of
boys to him is immense. His publdic
§0 English-speaking ' countries
been probably greater than  in
country. He had a natural
leaning towards the
American nations, andprobably more
to the latter than to the former. He
has confessed that he has deliberate-
ly chosen his herces from our coun-
trymen, because of certain wirile qua-~
litles which eppealed to him. It was
not an excitable ¥Frenchman whom, he
degpatched round the world.
one remembers, too. the tragic figure
of Captain Hatteras,

Of his later books, one who'is
boy no longer, and ceased to be one
longer ago than he cares to think
of, cannot speak with definite and
full krowiedge. But those I have
coma across (and I have always read
those I came acruss) secmed to me
to have the old familiar character-
{ Possibly there was a lttle
falling off in the invention. The field
has now been well explored. But 'the
spirit was unflagging, the zeal undi-

il

and

He was born in
more

hool

B to John Riley. Estab! B
Plain and Orn:mznhl.’?hmﬂnglf“lﬁp‘:hlmf
-all kinds 1y attended i far-
nished. * Postal orders attended to.
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COWAN'S
Chocolate

for Eating, Drinking or
Cooking Is the purest
and best.

THAT'S WHY.

“Tommy always ' eawts more ple
when we have friends at dinner,’” ex-
plained Tomamy's mother.

“Why do you do that, Tommy ?"
beamed the visitor. T ke
*“Cos we don't have no pie 1o
other fime,' ! \
tween bites~Houston Post: .

- street,
Tel. Main 3552, Night and Day Setvice |
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REAL ESTATE AQ‘NT. 3.80 p:. méommxto::ro:u;::'l e
180 ST, JAMES STREET. ment moets in same hall op o

: ' it : frst Tuesdey of every month, ot g
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Meots on the second Sume
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; g and Otta
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CMB.A! OF CANADA, BRAN(
26.—~Organized 18th Novqnb:
1878~Branch 36 mests o gy
Patrick's Hall, 92 St. Alexangey
8t., On every Monday of each,
month. The regular meetings {op
the transaction of business qrg,
beld on the 2nd and 4t Mondaye
of each month, at 8 P.m. Spiritua)
Advisér, Rev. M. Oallaghan; Chape
cellor, #. J, Darcy; President, W,
F. Wall; Recording Secretary, P. 0,

Financial Secretary, Jags, J. Coms-
tigan, 825 St, Urbain street; Treg.
surer, J. H, Kelly; Medical Ady
Drs. H. J. Harrison, E,
nor and G. H. Merrill.

isers,
J. 0’Cone

| OFFICIAL CIRCULAR |
CATHOLIC mMUTUAL e

Benefit Association

GRAND COUNCIL
" OF QUEBEC.

Organised at Niagara Falls, N.Y. July §
1876. Incorporated by Special Act of {ho»
Now York State Legislature, June 9, 1879},

g:ll:be;;hip 8360100 and increasing rapidly

an 4,600,000 paid i
Benefits in twenty.oi&ht years. e

Reserve Fu
$1,165,778.05. nd, November 25th, 1904,
e

e C. M. B, A.is Sanctioned by Pope
Plux X, and Approved by Cardinals,
Bishops and Priests, several of whom are-
Officers

Fon InroRMaTIONADDRESS :
P. E. EMILE BELANGCER,
Supreme Deputy,
Secretary, Quebee @rand Counail,

A: R. ARCHAMBAULT,. .
J Sapreme Deputy,
Organiser for the Province of Quebec,

el oy g L
Phone Bell Enst 8011, pre

SELF RAISING FLOUR.

day of every month, in §¢. Ann'g, !

McDonagh, 189 Visitation streets ”

55 D'AIGUILLON GTREET, QUEBEC:
oB— !

Westward was & "“’9’3‘
sty blue mountain & !
' ¥orth and south, valley, b
made o fair picture of
t, while eastward the ¥
sun was tempered by de

and gigantic live-
stood 1fke sentinels on the ¥
the ranch.

The house door opened, ‘&
game two qldeﬂy women, le
mistakably, though forty
Mexas sun, wind and rain }

' i over their head sinve the;

ghores of Ireland—iw
girls radiant with hope—and
faces toward the new world,

Nor had hope been unreal
ling in southwestern Texasg,
ther of the family had bough

| pundred  acres of lamd &
gwhen land was  cheap.

\gtock—the source of income—
fually increased, until at ¢
.pf his death, the ramch ¥
‘fourishing condition.  The
fed soon after, leaving

Beughters to manage the ra

gons there were nome.

Faithtully Eileen and Mary
dbgr trust. At the time of

stion they were fifteen amnh” &
sespectively, and when John
Jfied Eileen was thirty-seves
Mary thirty-five. Even the
fn plenty were not wanting;
one and all the same answe
\given—what . love the dar
drish girls had to spare from
votion each other gave to th
wes, later, all poured forth
foir head of their adopted so
January night when a ‘‘north
descended on them, and the f
'men were sitting ncar a st
which blazed a cheary wood
&nock came at the door, Vis
“ate were unusual, especially
night when most Texans prefe
-main dndoors, Eileen aros
crosging the hall, opened the

“Is anyone there ?’’ she call

sreceiving no amswer she step
on the wide gallery, trying in
\plerce the dark, starlit night.
iprofound reigmed, and presen
‘finning to feel the intemse co
‘hearing no sound, she returned
rhouse, bolting the door after

Locks and bolts on a Texa
are usually unknown, and com
superfluous even where ', t\liey
Wut since the death of John (
4 year ago, their isolated p
bad made the sisters cautious
the fastening of the door. ¥
hour longer they sat over the
ire, which was now dying out,
the clock struck tem, when
arose. Lighting a lantern. she
8 shawl over her head, and e
drom the house took her way
hrn accompanied by ‘s mag
drish setter, who, 'in ' the dé:
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18 the Originai and the Best.
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reterned to out Ofice.
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ifested an unholy desire
"her up by getting between he
Eileen tried the bagn door, an
g it locked, turned away sa
/Two Mexican boys slept fn tb
‘8 it was the nightly duty
“elder sister to sen that fthey w
Side the barn and fhe door fas
oelore retiring horself,
Thesetter had disappeared, s

h‘ around Eﬂm WM
W&y over the stony, um w

.1I;buk to, the hQ;..* i
uddenly the  aog . ‘begam b
ly e AT

| “Brian,”" she cal
% b oti]]




