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Conditions in the West

T he Markets of the Month Have Been Narrow and Without
Market Features of any Kind
By MISS E. CORA HIND,

(“pecial to The Journal of Commerce).

\ ’ wWiINNIPEe, Man, March 3rd.
The price of wheot showed a material drop for
the month of Febroary, the decline heing 8 cents on

No. | Northern and 19 ¢ents on No. 2 Northern, while

oats have remined ahimest stationary, the decline

heing % cents for the month.  The markels of the
month  Lave  heen generadly narrow  and  without
marked features of any kind,

The announcernont dining the past week of  the
movem: ot of British shipping to Austradia for move-
ment of that crop (o Bitain, while it apparently had

o imn caiate offect on the ket is nevertheless

Yo gu sl DGR A0 eV Bl Canadinns are hegin-
nivie to ack, when will one sarpla: move? That sur-
plus, by the way s lureor than was figured on. The

Prec ress estimate of 175,600,000 Lushels made In

Seplember last, with o possible 200,000,000 hushels, is
now realized ta be on the conservatove side; Lhere
iv little doubt that even allowing liberully for the
cuti v over, there will he o full 200,000,000 hnshels

marketed from the crop of 1916,

To return to transportation, o vather signifien

thinz, which many hive passed over without oh-
wervation, wis the decrease in Canadian vigible he-
(tweren the week ending Febroary 1sth and 23rd. Tt
decrease was nearly Jtwo and three qguarter miltion
bashiels, wnd where did it ocenr?  In the Cansudian

~tocks in Ameviean Loarbors, Wias there any con-

vection hetween that inovement and the recent cam-
vaign from Britain for movement,

Conditiong are very csceptional with regard Lo the
opening of navication [ tormner yeurs it has always
heen possible o connt on o very material movement
of prain Ly boats, hefore the ore wis ready to move,
and i the rate was fair, the ore hoats, whiclh mainly
worked on an appropriation of so much orve to he
moved during the season, often made atr extra grain
trip.  ‘This season, however, every ore hoat is con-
(radted alicad for every ton it can move from thaw in
spring to freeze up next fall and at a price that will
mean very high rates for wheat if they consent to
move it at all. A 10,000 ton ore cargo under favor-

able conditions can load in less than two hours, while

the best possible speed for @ wheat cargo of equal
tonnage 18 24 to 30 hours, so that the rate would
have to be high enough to equalize that delay at both
cnds on ore,

TO BE OR NOT TO BE-OLEOMARGARINE.

During the past week oleomargarine huas received
a deal of attention. While dairy farmers held meet-
fngs to express emphatic opposition to allowing oleo-
wmargarine to be made or sold in Canada, civie denu-
tations been walting upon the Minister of Agricultuve
at Ottawa requesting the removal of the embarto

on it,

The Ilousewives ILeugue of Montreal, last week
circulated a petition. to be signed by the citizens of
Montreal, asking the Covernment “to repeal the
laws prohibiting the sale, manufacture and importa-
tion of oleomargarine.” At thelr meeting on Triday
last, the Housewives decided to send a delegation to
Ottawa to ask the Government to make the use of

oleomargarine possible,

Not every hutter dealer is in favor of keeping oleo-
Cmargarine out of the country as is proved by the
tact that Mr. 1. M. Ballantyne, of Lovell and
Christmas, Ltd., i< to move a resolution at the next
meeting of the Canadian Produce Association in this
city asking the Government to rescind the laws proe
hibiting the sale, manufacture or importation of

oleomargarine.

Alderman Wurd, of Montreal, who Is in the pro-
vision business, is in favor of the removal of the
restrictions on oleomargarine and says that the reason
for the high cost of butter is that there are 2,000,-
000 fewer milch cows in the country than before the
war.

The Ottawa Board of Trade passed a resolution
calling upon the Government to permit the manu-
facture and importation of oleomargarine into Can-
ada as a war measure; the City Council of Mont-
real endorsed the finding “that the manufacture and

If no boats are available the present outlook for
movement of western crop is an extremely blue one,
And if all the grain east of the lakes in Canadian
and American harbors ig to have right of way to sea-
board, what ho?

There has heen a good deal of dizcussion on the
probable effect of the new regulations as to imports
1o Britain, but it is considered here that it has no
hearing whattever on the policy of production that
lias heen formulated, that it is the part of wisdom and
patriotism to go on producing every possible bushel
of grain and feed. The labor sitnation is shaping bet-
ter than it did last week, though the problem is not
colved by any means, ’

The vexed guestion of polato supply is still before
the people. The high cost of living commission
thought they had disposed of the matter when they
huad u Tew dealers hefore them who stated that there
wos at least three millions bushels of potatoez in
Manitoba alone, and that at least 2,000 cars could
e shipped out in safety. "The press offered a few
fivures hased on consnmplion and seed requirements
that put o new phase on the matter and the com-
mission huve tackled it agnin. One of the difficulties
in arriving ot a correct estimate is the wide discrep-
uney hetween the Dominion and PProvincial figures
on  the acreages sceded to potatoes last year. In
Manitoha, for example, the diserepancy is more than
fifty per cent. There is no autboritjtive means of
tinding out supplies, Many dealers swear there is an
abundance, others equally in a position to know are
asking for an embargo and in the meantime potatoes
ave going south at the rate of 20 cars per day.

The local price in ten bushel lots is $2.00, and in
cars on track, $L.75.

Livestock.
PPebruary figures on livestock show the followinz

comparicson wilh last year:

1916. 1917.
Cattle . 4. o 2w W we @ 7,599 3,23
FIOBS ©0 ov ve v or we o0 v 24301 34,145
Sheep .o ou ws oo ws me ‘o 414 21

I'rices for hogs attained a new high level, sales bhe-
ing made at $14.25 while the Grain Growers Company
<old one whols car of stock at $10.35, the high prices,
so far, tor a carv lot,

sale of oleomuargarine should he allowed in Canada.”

A civie depntation waited upon the Honorable Mar-
tin “urrill, at Ottawu to urge the removal of the
cmbargo on oleomargarine, Iiut  the minister of
acriculture gave them little encouragement. In re-
plying Mr. Durrill said that the question was a big
one,  CThree successive Governments ang three siue-
cessive Pavliaments had gone on record as against

oleomurgarine

There were two sides {0 the question, said Mr. Bur-

rill. Butter was high in price, aad the hnportation of

oleomiargarvine might afferd rvelief. But were they

aware of the importance of ihe indusiry which they
wanted to protect? “1 do not think its importation
would affect the price of butter now,” said Hon., Mr.
Eurrill, “but in the lons ron it would hurt the dairy

indnstry.”

I'he Minister pointed out that thyee yvears ago the
four western provinces weve mporting butter, but
by 1915 the production in Dritish Columbia, Alberta,
Saskalchewuan and Manitoba had trebled. showing
how the industry bad developed.

Butter had not gone up so much as other com-
modities, he said. e said that formerly Danish but-
ter went to Britain in a steady supply. Since the
war there had been a greater demand for Cauadian
butter, aud the demand last year was something like
11,000,000 pounds, the largest since 1%03. The im-
portance of maintaining that steady supply was ob-
vious, and was the biggest stimulant for promoting
the manufacture of butter in this country.

Oleomargarine, said Mr. Burrill, was imported into
all other countries, including New Zealand, but in
every country there was also excessive legislation and
fraud. The whole effect of the oleomargarine mak-
ers, he feared, would be to fradulently sell their pro-
duct as butter. The questton would come up before
Parllament. he said, but such & change as suggested
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would be fraught with endless difticulties and a lot
of fraud.
L] * *
British Import of Oleomargarine,

The following figures appear in the Weekly Ile-
port of the Trade and Commerce Department, taken
from the Record of Trade Journal on the imports of
agricnltural produce by the United Kingdom for the
week ending January 13, 1917, as compared with the
corresponding week of last yelr:

1416, o Bl
33 cwt.

Butter .. o5 oo ss s 061981 ewt.

Margarine .. .. .. .. ..37,403 cwt 65,063 cwt.

It would seem that the demand for cheaper food in
the United Kingdom is increasing the import ol mav-
gavine to such an extent thatl it is now almoest eqaal
to that of hutter.

.

SUGAR.

The refined sugar eltuation is in a very com-
plicated condition, chiefly owing to the recent poli-
tical disturbance in Cuba. Last year the Cuban crop
was in the neighborhood of three million tons. Jarly
estimates of this year's crop vatried from 3,400,000 tons
to 3.572.000 tons, but owing to the unsettied condi-
tions which have developed on the Island of late, as
well as the further fact that the content in the cane
is not as great as it was last year, these estimates
will have to he greatly reduced. Many well-informed
people are of the opinion that the final outturn will
not exceed that of last year. While the revolution
in Cuba hag not developed to any serious extent from
a political point of view, nevertheless it has caused
a great deal of unrest among the working classes and
fear on their part of eoming intn the cane fields,
with the result that at the present time some thirty
or forty centrals are working at a greally reduced
rate. The season is now geiting so well m]y:mced
that it is practically impossible to make up for the
time lost to-day, so that with unfavorable weather
developments, the actual outturn of sugar for the

yvear 1917 might be considerably reduced from last
Year,

Tn addition to these conditions at the producing
point, the United States market is on a more or less
fictitious basis owine to the freivht sitnation and
prevailing lubor troubles. The great bnlk of distri-
buting jobbers throughout the United States are in-
adequately supplied. and in mAany instances are en-
tirely without supplies to meet the insistent demand
of the relailers and consamer and the result has

been that those few iobbers who had any available

surplus supplies could, if thev desired. sell same at
vractieally their own figures and the final distributer,
the retailer. has had in many instances so little avail-
able sugar that the ultimate consumer has paid a
price commmensurate with the moral characler of the
distributer.

To make the situation clear and in concise lan-

‘ enage, the present unusual situation prevails:

Flrst, on account of labor troubles; second. on ac-
count of the political situation in Cuba.: third, on
account of the large export business taken prior to
the labor troubles; fourth, the fact that when the
above situation has culminated the trade through-
out the United States were and had been operating
on a strictly hand-to-mouth basis, with invisible sup-
plieg in distributers’ handx« almost entirely exhaust-
ed, and, fifth, due to the general railroad and hart s

S peets,

and tonnage congestion in (he vas.:




