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Jt Butter-Making and the Old- *■* 
Fashioned Cow by a Woman 

of the Farm to her 
M Neighbors
« By Ida M. Simpler

You know, there are people that seem 
to he natural-born liuttermakere. Given 
almost any kind of a poor eow, provided 
with little in the way of convenience in 
Having milk, vet the hotter they produce 
will he sweet, firm and possess the keeping 
qualité. "CiIt-edged hotter," the market 
calls it. Again there are women, no dit 
ferenee if provided with eow a of rich 
milk, cool cellars or spring houses and 
all appliances needed for making good 
butter, and not a pound of hotter can 
they make lit to eat.

It is a ease of stupidity and laziness, a 
lack of love for the work. They are of 
the kind Hurt will not listen to you if you 
insist that knowing how to make sweet, 
solid, keepahle butter is fully as much a 
work of art as painting a good picture, 
and times,over more necessary in the 
economy of living than the embroidering 
or crocheting of an elaborate table cover, 
hi or iv a white, clattv, quickly spoiled 
disl of hotter have I tried to partake 
of from oil" tablecloth and doilies finely 
hemstitched and embroidered. The mis 
tress had t•me for this, but not for learn 
ing how to make good butter. A poor 
better maker, if she only knew it, is in 
variably given little credit by her neigh 
lsirs for the works of art she does so 
laboriously accomplish. They feel that 
she has failed in the first prime need in 
art. care and industry of the right sort 
A poor, careless butter maker usually 
proves, when you come to see her home- 
making closely, a |MM,r linmckeeper all 
around.

Old Country Butter-Making
The farm women of my mother’s family 

were always spoken of irs good butter 
makers. It was said they inherited this 
art from our grandmother. She him of 
pure Scotch origin, hut horn on a landed 
estate in the north of Ireland, which her 
father had Inherited.

The north of Ireland women are noted 
for the making of line butter—the holies 
overseeing their dairy maids in this 
work. They. too. are particular, very 
much bo, in the kind of dairy cows kept. 
My grandmother, when she ran away 
from Imme with ir lover below her in 
eliste and came to America with him. 
would not allow him to work in the 
shops. She must live on land, as more 
befitting her birth than trade, and 
land lie soon managed to get for her. and 
also the big Durham cows she demaïided.

In fact, nothing small in the way of 
stock suited my grandmother. The cattle 
must lie Durham, the larger the cows the 
better. The horses, too, must he chosen 
for size, while the chickens were Shang­
hai or Brahma-Pootrah. and she and my 
mother Isitli knew how to breed these to 
huge size for chickens. My grandmother 
died an old woman, when 1 was a little 
girl, and the name of Brahma-Pootrah 
was not then lietrrd in our neighborhood 
except from her lips, as even Shanghai 
had gone out and in its place and that 
of Pootrah had slipped Dominique, Co­
chin and Brahma, dark and light; hut 
grandmother yet hung to the big Brah­
ma-Pootrah, a nearly white fowl, from a 
region of that name in China, and 
mother hung on to the nil and gray 
Shanghai. It was nothing for these three 
kinds to weigh twelve pounds for the 
hens and fourteen for roosters. No won­
der the Leghorns looked small when they 
none ousting the big ones.

And grandmother held to her pure­
bred Durhams to the day she died, and 
mother to at least her love for them, 
grieving that while, as the Shorthorn 
they yet remained, it was not exactly the 
same big eow that it seemed to Is* when 
called the Durham of her younger days.

Old English Durhams
Lmg before grandmother's day on Eng­

land's dominion English breeders had 
been improving on the old half-wild 
stock. Along the Teesewater River, from
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Druid times, had roamed a great, rangey, 
eoarse-meated breed that grew short 
horns and carried mainly h- white and 
red. rough, speckled coat.

Breeders took this Teesewater breed 
and crossed it with a couple of other 
smaller breeds, but in such a manner as 
not to disturb the heavy milk flow of the

Teesewater. This changed the grain of 
the meat ; no longer was it coarse and 
tough, and this new breed was the Dur­
ham. ehanged in after years to the name 
of Shorthorn. It yet shows, in eases, the 
spevkled Teesewater color, or a cherry 
red and white spotted eoat. or a hlark 
and cherry brindie, or a pure white coat
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The kind old ' Hawkie" who la never done giving

of thin hair, and deep yellow skin, with 
one or both ears dark.

We would not keep a Durham cow of 
any eolor if she did not give two wooden 
hueketsful of milk when fresh and one 
wooden bucketful well up to next calving 
time. What big calves they had. and so 
strong! And, oh, the good Durham milk, 
and firm, peculiarly sweet-flavored but­
ter. The valves beat all other breeds in 
maturing.

I remember, when small and a growing 
tiirl, how careful we must Is- about spoil 
ing our big Durhams. We must lie care­
ful about allowing them to run too long 
wild in the deep woods before bringing 
them up with calves, .lust so sure as we 
allowed them to run free tisi long, and 
give them no domestic training and pet 
ting before they were allowed to raise 
calves, just so sure did we never exactly 
get them as gentle as they ought to he, 
While that first calf, as well as those that 
came after, were nearly sure to he ner­
vous and kickers, ready to kick at you 
sideways or hack.

Another noticeable thing about the 
Durham was that it would fatten easily 
and keep its fat all the milking time, no 
difference how much milk it gave, and I


