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railway under the Juris,llriluti of tin- board might ho ro- 
qnlrod In provlilo and iimlnlalii al Ils own expense a force 
of IIro rangers 111 and sufih lout for 1 lit,dent palvol and tlre- 
lighllng duly during tho tiro so a* on and making railway 
employees roaponslblo for roporllug and oxllnguishlng tiros 
found burning along tho rlghl of way

"A oo-oporatlvo plan for tho enforcement of tho ordor 
nnd tho Inspoollon of tho work of tho railway ooinpanlos 
has boon dovolopod. whorohy oorlaln officials of Iho^llrltlsh 
Columbia Forint brunch, and of tho Dominion Forostry 
and Parks branches, have been appointed officers of 1 In­
board, with authority to dial direct with the railway com 
pantos and to vary the requirements tip or down as the 
local conditions at any time or place may require or pi mill

“I want to give credit to the administrative officials of 
the railways affected by the order In tho four western pro 
vltiisa. for meeting the regulations of the board In an 
eminently fair spirit, and for working harmoniously with 
our organization In determining what steps were necessary 
to be taken In order to provide the needed degree of protec­
tion Almost without exception, we have found them rea­
sonable and prepared to meet our arguments, as we have 
tried to be reasonable and to meet their arguments

CiRADPAI. DlX'KKASi: IN 1'lKI I VVNC.l'k.

After a reference to tlic legal ililliettllies which have 
hcen encountered in regard to this tna'.ler. Mr. Leavitt 
proceeded :—•

"The gradual decrease of lire danger may I......xperted to
lake place through the extension of the use of fuel oil and 
electricity na motive power. At the present time, the 
Canadian Pacific Is engaged In completing the Installation 
of oil burners on Its main line between Kamloops and 
Field IIC. a distance of 460 miles, and on branches tom 
prising an additional 7S miles The Ksqulmalt and Na- 
online Is Installing oil huniers on Its lit miles of IU"'. " 
Vancouver Island. The firent Northern has for some tin . 
been using oil exclusively on Its mnln Ine »' asm.b 
division In llrlllsh Columbia, and In the Inlt.d 
Is extending the use of oil burners cast as far ns Spokane

III tt ok Till: Pcai.ir.
"It Is obviously Inconsistent and unreasonable to require 

the railways to Incur enormous expense and main aln a
high degr......... efficiency la lire protection, wbib He dam.
criminal neglect Is allowed to continue with regard o lh. 
lands adjacent to the railway lines that has prevailed 
the past. All that the railways ran reasonably he required 
to do will never ensure absolute safety from disastrous 
tires as long as Inflammable debris Is allowed to remain 
right up to the edge of the right of way '
plan of cooperation should Is- devised for getting tht 
menace removt d.

4it,, of which total $45.843 was tliiscttlcil claims anti 
3i,s,,573. reserve of unearned premiums.

During U)i 1, tile company received in Canada net 
cash for premiums, $3711.557 and paid in lo-vs 
St 1(1,1/10. Commission, expenses anil taxes ali-orlicd 
$165,976. The total net amount of the company's 
insurance in force in Canada at December 31. mil. 
was $56,214,532.

The general business statement for the year ended 
December 31, loll, showed a net income from pre­
miums, after deducting re-assurances, of £844.41 1. 
The balance of claims account, including reserves for 
claims then under investigation and provision for 
liability 011 notices of accidents received was £4*8.471, 
\fter payment of expenses, a balance of £lk,.i 

carried to general revenue account. The balance sheet 
showed total assets of £ 1,020,270, distributed as fol­
lows:—investments, £787,41)13: interest accrued due. 
£5,803 ; branch and agents' balances £140,7,>5; cash, 
£80,174. The principal items among the liabilities 

as follows :—Claims under investigation and 
provision for liability on notices of accidents received 
and for deferred payments, £300,810; reserve. £445,- 
ixx); provision for current |x,licies (unearned pre­
miums), £303.760.
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CANADIAN RAILWAYS AND THE FIRE WASTE.

What ts bring done by the Railways to Stop Forest 
FtreB—Harmonious Worhlng with Authorities— 
Public's Duty a Broader Problem, which Ri— 
mains to he Solved.

At the recent forestry convention held in Victoria. 
Ian interesting address was given by Mr. Clyde 
Leavitt, chief tire inspector of the Railway Commis­
sion, regarding the steps now being taken by the 
railways to prevent the starting of forest fires as a 
result of railway activities. Mr. Leavitt pointed out 
that in 11)07 the lxtanl of railway commissioners 
issued an order requiring the use of spark arresters 
,,n locomotives and the construction of lire guards in 
the provinces of Allicrta and Saskatchewan. An 
amendment to the Railway Act in toil provided that 
the board might require the railways to establish fire 
patrols anti take other necessary measures. Then, 
last winter, through the Commission of Conservation, 
a tentative draft of regulations was prepared for the 
consideration of the ltoard. This order was issued 
under date of May 22, 1914, and comprises seventeen 
regulations, covering all phases of railway fire pro­
tection.

1

•v

Util au AM, Hi tail HihPiimai. 
h,T,’ that the rnmniisal„ii of rniisi-rvatlon has 

with provincial offlclala this question or 
brush disposal along waggon roads Tho ,,".-»tj,"i of«lash 
disposal front futur,' lumbering operations Is p, rltaps lb 
greatest problem now before the ronntry In loltnerl cm 
with fire protection of forest lands It Is closely related 

the railway lire problem, much broad.m ^1 ^

“I may nay 
recently tak**n up

Hove that tho tltno has now 
(halt with In a very vigorous way

(’(►•OPERATION WITH PROVINCES.

“For the Inspection of tho work of the railway com­
panies In connection with tho construction of fire guards,” 
said Mr. Leavitt, “steps have been taken looking toward 
a co-operative arrangement whereby the detailed Inspec­
tions will be made in each of the three prairie provinces 
by some official of the provincial government selected for 
that purpose and appointed for this work as an officer of 
the board of railway commissioners. Th • arrangement for 
Alberta has been approved by the provincial government 
and the inspection will be handled for the hoard by the 
chief fire guardian In the provincial department of agri­
culture. Negotiations are now under way with Saskatche­
wan and Manitoba.

Great mssihilities are <i|>cn to the group form of 
insurance. W hile so far it has been restricted large

tahh-hment-, 1
lv to hanks and high ela-« industrial c 
there is no reason why the plan should not he ex­
tended to lodges of fraternal- The law -peeilteally 
provides for this, anil make- it po-ihlc to lake over 
entire lodges without medical examination and al low 
rates, allowing the lodge l" continue il- '"liai -wIn­
ities and secret work as il choose-. If the fraterna - 
keep on fighting among them-eUe- this way out 01 
their troubles will seem attractive to many lodges 
which will prefer to he on the mud hasts of legal 
reserve in>urancv in-tviil «"n tlic liât |ia--ing |»l.in, 
while still living aide h» retain the mv -1ery and

which makes them -■ •< ially attractive t<> the
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Companies PRovinr Fire Rax.eus.

“The board had required, through the issuance of pre­
vious order», the conatruetlon of fire guard» and the une 
of fire protective appliances on locomotive». A great tdep 
In advance was, however, made under the new order 
through the Inclusion of regulations providing that each jimum­

mery
members.— Insurance Cost, Chicago.


