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Unless, however, something is found to 
take the place of these activities, the 
woman of the future runs a great risk 
of being less broadly educated in the true 
sense of .he word than the woman of the 
past. This is the age of specialization, 
and what more fitting than that the 
woman of to-day should specialize along 
those lines of work for which she is spec
ially fitted. It will give her a new in
sight into life, a fuller sense of responsi
bility, and there is hardly any conceiv
able factor which would do more towards 
the building up of the prosperity of the 
country.

Now, among those employments which 
offer healthful and remunerative employ
ment to women, bee-keeping—while not 
the most important—at least offers a 
wide and almost untried (in this country) 
field of effort, and as such is certainly 
worthy of serious consideration.

It was no pre conceived plan which 
made a bee-keeper of me. It was one of 
those things which just happened. As 
long as I can remember, we had kept a 
few bees at home. I took no part in 
their management, but have vivid recol
lections of wild rushes after father when 
the bees were swarming. About ten 
years ago father purchased some 65 col
onies with the intention of going in al
most entirely for bee keeping. For two 
seasons we were fairly successful ; then a 
series of hard winters, coupled with poor 
management, sadly depleted our stock 
until in the spring of 1907, we were re
duced to 18 colonies, and only about three 
of these were in good shape. During 
these years I had helped in the summer 
with the bees, and in the winter attended 
school in Toronto. I left school ardent 
to do something for the betterment of 
the world. The world was perhaps wiser 
than I, and was not particularly appre
ciative of my efforts ; so, somewhat dis
couraged, I undertook to build up our 
apiary and bring it back to a paying 
basis, partly because nothing better
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offered worth leaving home for, purtly be
cause 1 wanted some money, and partly 
because I desired to prove in some way 
that I really was some good. And thus 
I found myself really launched as a bee
keeper. My equipment consisted of a 
little general knowledge of bees, 18 |ioor 
colonies, a good honey-house, and extrac
tor, and a cumbersome quantity of sup
plies equal to running about 150 colonies 
I have kept no account of things, so for 
the years which follow I have to trust to 
my memory, and can give you otly 
approximate figures. I must not forget 
to mention a visit made at this lime to 
the bee-yard of Mr. J. McEwan of Clan- 
deboy, when Mr. McEwan very kindly 
gave me much good advice and encourage-
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