
The Ethnographical Elements of Ontario,

IThiMartiula wuH piejiHrfd in thu line of tlio iiivi!Kti;(»ti«im of the ('oiiiniitici'

ii|>p.iiiiti'(l hy thu British AsMDciiition ti) orgiiiii/.e iin KtliiU'IngicHl Survey of Cftimdii.

)

It huN often betni obherved that in Ontario, as wll us in alnioat

ovcry otla'f new colony, the early settlers located, iw a rule, in j^roups

or clnsttTs ju'conliii^' to mitionality or reli;;ious creed. In the course nl'

II jouriii'V through the ]irovinee one comes n|ion j^nnips of Eiij^lisli,

Scuts, Irish, French, Germans, etc. 'i'he particular initioiuility or cree.l

in each case (leterinines the characteristic traits of the jjroiiii—traits which

Ijcrsist tliroui,'h several <,a'nerations, notwith.stnndin),' the ievellin;,' tend-

encies of modern life.

The following lists give, \>y counties, such settlements or {j;roups i>\'

the original rural population of Ontario a.s can he set down in talailar

form. The urban purtinn of our popidation is t(jo nn.\e(l to be amenalile

to analy.sis of thi.s kitul ; the only oliservablo law in this case is that tlu'

population of each town or city is mainly recruited from the rural dis-

tricts in its nein^hborhood.

It has Ikjcii deemed advisable to adopt tlie olddivi.sionof the frontier

portion of tlie province into eleven districts, because it was the division

in use duriiij,' the first half of the idneteenth century, a period in whieh

the nundjer of innni;;rnnts was very lar;,'e. It is, accordinirjy, the .scheme

•of division found in tables of statistics of that period, many of which
will be useful in connection with this intjuiry. Followinif this scheiae

of division the population of Ontario for the years 1817 and 182.T is </\\ . i,

as follows:

1817. 1825.
Dintricf. (Ginirlay.*) {Fotherffil'.)

Eastern 12,700 16,524
Ottawa 1,500 2,580
Bathurst 10,309
Johnstown 9,200 15,2(36

Midland 14,853 27,316
Newcastle 5,000 9,966
Home 7,700 ' 17,942
Gore 6,684 14,225
Niagara 12,548 19,090
London 8,907 17,351
Western 4,158 7,162

Total 83,950 157,731

*" (Jourlaj'g Statistic*," Vol. I., p. I'M.
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