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HI. THE ULS8IAX EMIMKE.

Here we huve a country with li,()0(),00() utjuure niileg

of territory, and only 14(),«»(}0,(HM» of u population, u
country that within '?W) years has been npreadiuji iu every
direetion—towards the Ijaltie enveloping Finland, to-

wards (lerniany auuexiuj; Toland, towards the Sdutli ae-

qiiirinj; the Causaiiau countries, and tniiin to bile into the
Himalayan territories, towards the Far Kant pressing
down through Manchuria towarus (Jorea, and ever
drawing nearer I'eking. What is to be the end of this

gfi'at ethnic movement no man can foresee; but were
it to go no further than it has gone, there is a n>iglHy
nation that has to be reckoned with as one of the great
worlil forces.

How far the aim of the Hible Society ha« gone to-

wards its accomplishment hei-e it is ditlicult to say.
<ireat numbers of jieople are unable to read and. there-
fore, cannot be teacjied. Then the vastness of the
country, the variety of languages sjtoken. the ditTlculties

of travel, the inclemency of climate make Kuasia a hard
country for any kind of progicss. Still, good work is

being d<»ne. The last printed report tells of a circula-
tion of nearly half a mill ion ctjpies in '>''> dUVei-ent
languages. Agents are scattered over the land from
St.

. retr-isbuig to Vladivoatock and I'ort .\rliiur. Tlie
tiieek church, though not enthusiastic in regard to Itible

reading, are doing something t(»wards the circuhiti »ii of
the Sciijitures. The (iovernment, which at one time was
hostile, has assumed a more friendly attitude.

IJut much remains to be done befoiv l{u>!sia can be
dasxed as a Bible reading land. That it might b(>come
that should be our earnest prayer. For then the iiight
or superstiti,>n will tiee away, the chains of despotism
will be broken. ;ind a great, free, intelligent nation shall
compel the respect of the W( ;;d.

IV. CHINA.

How lightly we use the word! And yet what slumber-
ing possibilities are involved theiein! "China." says a
recent writer, "is larger than the whole T'nited States.


