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more than a form. Nevertheless, the cultural value of the term 
lutcka- lies precisely in the fact that it implies a purely economic 
wife-purchasing form of marriage as lying back of the present 
marriage complex with its secondary accretions of ceremonial 
procedure and weakening of economic significance.

Here we may say a word as to the inferential importance for 
cultural chronology of a specialized vocabulary defining a whole 
culture complex. We find on an analysis of the terminologies 
of the different complexes that go to make up a culture that 
they differ considerably in the completeness and precision with 
which the single elements constituting them are symbolized by 
words. Of two cultural complexes we naturally assign a greater 
antiquity to that possessing the more ramified vocabulary', par­
ticularly if the vocabulary consists largely of non-descriptive 
words. Contrast, for instance, the extensive and highly dis­
tinctive vocabulary concerned with the breeding and use of cattle 
{cow, ox, bull, steer, heifer, calf, cattle, beef, veal, butter, cheese, 
whey, curds, cream, to churn, to skim—all unanalysable terms of 
evidently considerable age) with the more meagre and less dis­
tinctive vocabulary of such an industry as, say, the growing of 
oranges.1 Linguistic evidence alone would make out a strong 
case for the greater age of cattle breeding and the dairy industry 
than of orange growing. Arguments of this type can frequently 
be applied with profit to the study of American culture. The 
great age of such complexes as sea-mammal hunting among the 
Nootka and Eskimo, canoeing among the West Coast tribes and 
Eastern Algonkin, agriculture among the Iroquois, and the 
gathering and preparation for food of wild roots and seeds 
among the Plateau tribes is in nearly every case attested by an 
appropriately rich vocabulary. On the other hand, the com­
plexes of more recent age, say the decorative art of the Utes 
or the Ghost Dance religion, seem to make use of less extensive 
and distinctive vocabularies. I should go so far as to say that 
no study of a culture complex is historically complete without a 
thorough investigation of the range and nature of its vocabulary.

1 In many modem industrie» quite extensive and explicit vocabularies have grown up, to 
be sure, but they are largely technical in character and of strictly limited appeal and thus Us 
rather apart from the main channel of linguistic history.


