
METHOD OF DISCOVERY 45

fatting up and walking onward, and showing what idenca
bat done and li dolng,-by polnthig to that bnmenie mnu
ollacti which have been ascertained and syttematlied under
the forms of the great doctrines of Morphology, of Develon-
ment, of DUtrlbullon, and the like. He sees an enormous
mass of facts and laws relating to organic beings, which
stand on the same good sound foundation as every other
natural law

; and. therefore, with this mass of facU and
laws before us. seeing that, as far at organic matters have
hitherto been accesiible and studied, they have shown
tnemselvet capable of yielding to sdentlOc Investigation
we may accept this at proof that order and law reign there
at weU as In the rest o» nature ; and the man of science says
nothing to objectors of this sort, but suppos«s that wo can•nd shaU walk to a knowledge of the origin of organic
nature, In the some way that we have walked to a knowledge
of the laws and principles of the biorganic world.
But there are objectors who say the same from Ignorance

and Ul-wUl. To such I would repjy that the objection
comes lU from them, and that the real presumption, I may
almost say the real blasphemy, In this matter, U In the
attempt to limit that inquiry into the causes of phenomena
which U the source of all human blessings, and from which
hat sprung all human prosperity and progress ; for, after
a' we can accompUsh comparaUveiy little ; the limited
rang* of our own faculties bounds us on every side —theAdd of our powers of observation is small enough, and he
who endeavours to narrow the sphere of our inquiries U
only pursutag a course that U likely to produce the greatest
harm to his fellow-men.
But now, i.sst.Tning, as we aU do, I hope, that these

phenomena are properly accessible to inquiry, and setUng
out upon our search into the causes of the phenomena of
organic nature, or, at any rate, setting out to discover
how much we at present know upon these abstruse matters,
the question arises as to what is to be our course of pro-
ceedhig, and what method we must lay down for our
guidance. I reply to that question, that our method
must be exacUy the same as that which is pursued In any
other scientific Inquhy, the method of sctentlflc hivestigatlon
being the same for all orders of facU and phenomena what-
(oevtf.

I must dweU a lltUe on this point, for I wish you to
leave this room with a very dear convictipn that sdcntlflc
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