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graphic • Derek Marshall

Hey Courtnay, how y a doin’? 
I’m a Black Gay man living in a 

white man’s world, how the hell 
do you think I’m doin’?
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sured by the heterosexist, homo- want to participate, leave these 
phobic, patriarchal powers that be issues elsewhere and remain si­
te choose to divide our identities.
Choose race or sexuality.

a vertical one where we demand 
more pies for ourselves, our com­
munity to share.

The common problems we face 
as Blacks are too immense, and

Last November the York Caribbean Students Asso­
ciation held a forum at which several members of 
the Caribbean community spoke about their experi­
ences of being homosexual.

The following is a transcript of a reading by 
Courtnay McFarlane, a member of our community.

lent.
I do not believe that we can 

If we choose race we remain work toward true liberation as a 
closeted. If we choose sexuality we people if we continue to fight 
choose ostracism and isolation. Ei-

our common resources too scarce 
between ourselves as to who has for us to continue to exclude each

ther way we remain silent and in- the right to more freedom—men other on the basis of sexual prefer-
visible status quo maintained or women heterosexuals or ho- ences. Homophobia and the con- 
and oppression continues. mosexuals. We cannot challenge tinual ignorance to and participa-

WÊÊÊk ÜS 11111=fonun, I did so with reluctance B1^P^,P1®'h^vebeei}8lven turn a blind eye to sexist oppression challengeracistoppressionifwe —as opposed to using our energy
and a certain amount of fear, the message by those who op- in the community. The front to work are ourselves participants in a for the empowerment of the Afri-
Speaking publicly about this is- Press us that we are to some de- on js raCe, they are told. system of oppression can community
sue and idmtifymg onesdf as a i^!rvin6 °< AsBlacksinawhitesupremadst Black mm must acknowledge Wecan.anddo.asBlackLesbi-
homosexual is difficult and in f, society, we are tolerated, even ac- the fact that sexism empowers ans and Gays contribute socially,
some environments, dangerous. ™ «pted if we do not challenge rac- us, despite the impact of racism culturally Ld politically to the
But despite die difficulty I came or .sm and play down race politics. In on our lives. Heterosexuals must community. The homophobia and
Sy,s^»r ™"<£onPremaCy *0», we shou.d check ou, ,ace acknowledge,ha,he.eroscx.sm h—L«ha,sti„Ls«ln,he

iu„nt>00/p empowers Black community has forced us to
Speaking out as a Black man them despite be invisible participants. The

and as a Gay man is a challenge to . 8 the impact of homophobia and heterosexism

•hm^urZTopprS =myJ We cannot effectively challenge STS#
mauaZ«Sud2crœ er/Tn'd raf,Sf oppression if™ are ourselves b"J Sp,0aS-^d“e^
pan o, my -"a.urai; participants in a system of oppression.’
ness, or my Blackness. My sexual- mat 11 18 the wayS jn which
ity, gender and race are some of _ T, we perpetuate Gays and be committed to Black-
my identity, they are not by any identification at the door to be al- the oppression of other mem- ness and the liberation of our
means the sum total of who I am. sponsibihty has been shifted from lowed in. bers of our community. people no matter what gender we

I, or rather we all have a multi- Uad^tT °Pp.res U The belief is that we can only The power that we claim as love. But our commitment will no
plicity of identities making us |“£nnuea *° interna'ize challenge one form of oppression at men or heterosexuals, is often longer be made at the expense of
unique individuals. a time and that there are no parai- done at the expense of Black our identity as Black Lesbians and

I am oppressed in this society “V "8nt to rrff3°"'ot sexual lels between various forms of op- women, Black Lesbians, Gays, Gays. For the power that we take
as a Black man, and as a Gay man, xPre8S1°n,1 would not recognize pression. The time is now to work or Bisexuals—also members of from each other is the power that
but being Black and Gay is not the true source of the oppression against racism, sexism and maybe our community. we take from ourselves and our
double oppression. (heterosexism/homophobia) and later, much, much later, sexuality. The power that we take from struggle should not be with each

The cause of my oppression as wou^ °^er n0 challenge to the Those who have the power — each other is in the end, power other but with white supremacy, 
a Black man is not my race but Power structure that oppress me. white, heterosexist, males (and in that we take from our sel ves. Our
racism — white supremacy. The Often we cannot come to the our community Black/heterosexist struggle should not be a hori- Courtnay McFarlane OCA Student
cause of my oppression as a Gay Black community as Black Gays males)—prioritize our issues. Those zontal one where we fight andMemberofAYANGA(Anorga-
man is not my sexual identity. The and Lesbians, with all our identi- of us with different identities and among ourselves for the largest nization for Gay Black Men in Tor-
cause of my oppression is ties. We are required and pres- issues of oppression must, if we piece of a small pie. It should be onto)

by Courtnay McFarlane

We can be Black Lesbians and


