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“Hey Courtnay, how va doin’?”

“I’m a Black Gay man living in a

white man’s world, how the hell
do you think I’m doin’?”

Last November the York Caribbean Students Asso-
ciation held a forum at which several members of
the Caribbean community spoke about their experi-
ences of being homosexual.

The following is a transcript of a reading by
Courtnay McFarlane, a member of our community.

by Courtnay McFarlane

When I agreed to speak at this
forum, I did so with reluctance
and a certain amount of fear.
Speaking publicly about this is-
sue and identifying oneself as a
homosexual is difficult and in
some environments, dangerous.
But despite the difficulty I came
because I believe my voice and
visibility is empowering.

Speaking out as a Black man
and as a Gay manisa challenge to
thesystems, structuresand people
that contribute to my oppression.

I'am a Black Gay man or a Gay
man of African descent (pick any
term). My Gaynessis asintrinsica
part of my identity as my male-
ness, or my Blackness. My sexual-
ity, gender and race are some of
my identity, they are not by any
means the sum total of whoIam.

I, or rather weall have a multi-
plicity of identities making us
unique individuals.

I am oppressed in this society
asa Black man, and asa Gay man,
but being Black and Gay is not
double oppression.

The cause of my oppression as
a Black man is not my race but
racism — white supremacy. The
cause of my oppression as a Gay
man is not my sexual identity. The
cause of my oppression is

heterosexity and homophobia.

The distinction may be nebu-

lous to some. But for meit is quite
clear. For hundreds of years we,
as Black people, have been given
the message by those who op-
press us that we are to some de-
greeresponsibleand deserving of
the racism we experience.
There is nothing inherent to our
native behaviour that justifies or
causes racism. White supremacy
causes racist oppression.

I have been
taught to be-
lieve that my
sexuality is
somehow evil,
abnormal,
wrong and
unnatural;
that it is the
reason I am
oppressed as a Gay man. The re-
sponsibility hasbeen shifted from
the oppressor to the oppressed. If
I had continued to internalize
thesenotions, question my nature
and my right to freedom of sexual
expression, I would not recognize

the true source of the oppression
(heterosexism/homophobia)and
would offer no challenge to the
power structure that oppress me.

Often we cannot come to the
Black community as Black Gays
and Lesbians, with all our identi-
ties. We are required and pres-

sured by the heterosexist, homo-
phobic, patriarchal powers that be
to choose to divide our identities.
Choose race or sexuality.

If we choose race we remain
closeted. If we choose sexuality we
choose ostracism and isolation. Ei-
ther way we remain silent and in-
visible — status quo maintained
and oppression continues.

Women in our community have
also been required to divide them-
selves in the name of Black libera-
tion. They have been asked to leave
their gender politics at the door and
turn ablind eye tosexist oppression
inthe community. The front to work
on is race, they are told.

AsBlacksina white supremacist
society, we are tolerated, even ac-
cepted if we do not challenge rac-
ism and play down race politics. In
short, we should check our race

“We cannot effectively challenge
racist oppression if we are ourselves
participants in a system of oppression.”

identification at the door to be al-
lowed in.

The belief is that we can only
challenge oneform of oppression at
a time and that there are no paral-
lels between various forms of op-
pression. The time is now to work
against racism, sexism and maybe
later, much, much later, sexuality.

Those who have the power —
white, heterosexist, males (and in
our community Black/heterosexist
males)—prioritize ourissues. Those
of us with different identities and
issues of oppression must, if we

want to participate, leave these
issues elsewhere and remain si-
lent.

I do not believe that we can
work toward trueliberationasa
people if we continue to fight
between ourselvesas towhohas
therightto morefreedom—men
or women heterosexuals or ho-
mosexuals. We cannot challenge
the white supremacist structure
of this society if we are not
united, if we do not see each
others struggles as part of our
own. We cannot effectively
challengeracistoppressionif we
are ourselves participants in a
system of oppression.

Blackmen mustacknowledge
the fact that sexism empowers
us, despite the impact of racism
onourlives. Heterosexuals must
acknowledge that heterosexism
empowers
them despite
the impact of
racism on their
lives. Though
we continue to
be oppressed
we must also
recognize the
ways in which
we perpetuate
the oppression of other mem-
bers of our community.

The power that we claim as
men or heterosexuals, is often
done at the expense of Black
women, Black Lesbians, Gays,
or Bisexuals—also members of
our community.

The power that we take from
each other is in the end, power
that wetake fromourselves. Our
struggle should not be a hori-
zontal one where we fight
among ourselves for the largest
piece of a small pie. It should be

a vertical one where we demand
more pies for ourselves, our com-
munity to share.

The common problems we face
as Blacks are too immense, and
our common resources too scarce
for us to continue to exclude each
other on thebasis of sexual prefer-
ences. Homophobia and the con-
tinual ignorance to and participa-
tion in the oppression of Black
Gays and Lesbian cripples the re-
sources of our community.

It requires tremendous energy
to hate and exclude one another
—as opposed to using our energy
for the empowerment of the Afri-
can community.

Wecan, and do, as Black Lesbi-
ans and Gays contribute socially,
culturally and politically to the
community. Thehomophobiaand
heterosexism that still exists in the
Black community has forced us to
be invisible participants. The
homophobia and heterosexism
that still exists in the Black com-
munity has pushed some of us
away from what should be our
home place — and we take with
us our talents, energies and some-
times identification.

We can be Black Lesbians and
Gays and be committed to Black-
ness and the liberation of our
people no matter what gender we
love. But our commitment will no
longer be made at the expense of
our identityas Black Lesbiansand
Gays. For the power that we take
from each other is the power that
we take from ourselves and our
struggle should not be with each
other but with white supremacy.

Courtnay McFarlane OCA Student
and Memberof AYANGA (An orga-
nization for Gay Black Men in Tor-
onto)



