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N.B. ‘Watergate Tapes’ scandal gets wide coverage

It looks like New Brunswick
might Ye heading for another
political scandal.

Brenda Robertson, Social
Services Minister, has been
accused by Liberal MLA W. W.
Meldrum of interfering with the
granting of a liquor licence for
political reasons.

The privileges committee of the
Legislature has been looking into
these allegations. This inquiry has
been dragging on for longer than
necessary. The reason for this is

njat  the majority  of the

committee are Conservatives and
they do not want to listen to the
witnesses that the Liberals would
like to have brought n.

Although Meldrum has been
called in to testify, Robertson has
not been asked 1o testity or to
make a statement to them. It
sounds like someone s trying to
keep something back trom  the
public

the Liberal members of the
committee wanted the tapes of
the Board's inquiry brought in as
evidence. There are according to
the Liberals, portions of the tape
before  and  after  the  ofticial
hearing that are not on the official
transcript

The Conservatives have been
doing their best to keep out of the
inquiry anything that the Liberals
want . Fhis is called politics.

Now the committee has turned
the whole matter over to the
Legislature.  Must  have  been
petting too hot for them

There a number of MLA's who
believe that the matter should be
turned over to the RCMP and the
courts. That's probably where it
belongs

Of course the Conservatives
continue to deny everything, or
else make no statements at all.
However, the evidence presented

at the inquiry and the information
in the media seems to all point
one way.

If Brenda is innocent of any
political meddling her party. had
best bring some sort of proof out
into the open to substantiate this
claim. Of course, if she did
meddle and it is proven it had

hetter be made public soon. One
way or another, the public has a
right 1o know. We can’t have any
respect for our clected represen-
tatives if allegations and denial:
such as this pop up from time tc
time and  theyre kept under
Wraps.

lhe Daily Gleaner broke the
story about two weeks ago after
Meldrum made some statements
on CBC radio. Since then the
Gleaner has continued to follow
the story. ['tvangeline has gone
right to town on the whole affair.
This is definitely one story that
will stay in the news until the
allegations are either proved or
disproved without a shadow of a
doubt

Let's have a ‘proper’  inquiry
into this matter and make it soon.
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What will be criteria for Activity Scholarships?

There is now a proposal before
the SRC to give out  Activity
Scholarships  to  students  who
contribute  extensively to extra-
curricular activities.

Ihe amount of these scholar-
hips willbe $500 each.

Fud Steeves, ex-comptroller ot
the SRC, went on record  as
opposing  the  motion  at  the
Council mecting. He feels that
$500 s too much  for  one
scholarship and that two amounts
ol $250 cach might be better. He
also ielt that no committee of the
SRC should decide who s to get
these tunds. Applicants could be
subject to possible embarrassing
imterviews, he says.

We agree with Fud. $500 is a lot
of money to give to someone.
$250 seems a little more
reasonable. Also, the decision as
to who will get the awards should™
not be given to any student body. .
Personial bias and embarrassing
interviews could very well enter
into it. '

And what is the criteria going to
be for who does and who does not
get one? Will someone who does
five different things, and gets, an
honourarium for one of them, be
eligible? What about the person,
who among other things, is a
member of three Senate commit-
tees, each of which has only one -
meeting a vear? That person can’t

»

say that he or she is ‘extensively
involved’ in extra-curricular
activities. But who knows how
much was done at these three

‘meetings? '

If the SRC does decide to go
ahead and give these scholarships
they should have a completely

independent body decide who the

recipients will be. This would be a

. good job for the Dean of Students

and someone ‘from the coun-
selling services, such as Ken Fuller
or Norm Whitney. No- students
should be involved in making any
choices. | think this point is
painfully obvious and hopefully
the SRC will give it some mature
thought.
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