
T1HE MISSIONARY OUTLOOK.

A Suggestion f rom Dennis.

W EN Dennis mentioned the matter for the first timeWI was almost indignant. We were sitting at the
fireside one evening. He had been reading the paper, and
1 was almost dazing over a duli book, when he looked up
quite suddenl>' and said. IlI bave been thinking, Clara,
that you andi 1 sbould begin giving systemnaticail>'."

"iiving systematically ta what?"l I asked in genuine
surprise, and endeavored ta look wide-awake and interested.

"WY, ta the Cburch and missions, and so on," explained
Dennis.

"lGive what ?" 1 asked again, setting my lips a trifle
firmer, and makirig it just as bard for poor Dennis as 1
could.

IlMoney, of course," lie answered. IlYou know what I
mean, dear. Suppose we keep a tithe-box. At present we
really give nothing worth speaking of."

IlWbatever are yau tbimking of, Dennis," said IlI "ta
talk s0 soberl>' of giving, when you know we have flot nearly
enougli to live on as it is ? It is more of a problem ever>'
day, with aur income, ta miake ends meet."

1 loaked meaningly around the plain, little room, with its
modest, lonci> laaking furniture, and reminded Dennis of
tbe rent which was overdue, and the many things we bath
rieeded. 1 even quoteil Scripture ta, the effect that if a
man pravide not for bis own lie is worse than an infidel;
andi, being fairl>' started, soon talked both him and myself
irito a ver>' dîssatisfied frame of mind. It ail ended in
Demnis saying: "Oh, wel' no doubt, as you say, wbat is
impossible is impossible, and that ends it. But I do wish
wc were able ta give something.l»

A .seriaus illness came ta me, and as I needed constant
care, Dennis, who was very bus>' in the ofite, proposed
that ire send for a yaung girl, whom we had become mnter-
estcd in as a cbuld in the Orplians' Home. 1 knew she
bad experience in attending the sîck, and rather unwillingly
vonsented. Maggie was a capable, well-trairied girl, and
bail a peculiarl>' gentle and pleasing vaice. 1 loved to bear
it sa ircîl, that durîmg my convalescence I kept ber talkîng on
anc pretext or other most of the time. In this spirit I asked
ber rather languidly anc day wbat she kept in a little paste-
board box 1 had several times noticed in her hanuis.

"This is my tithe-box," said Maggie,» turng ber bonest,
bItte eyes fuît an me, Il I was just counting the money
over, ta sec hoir mucli I have for the missions riext
Sabbath.»

IlWb y, child, " mail 1, Il corne bere and sît by me; ,I want
ta talk ta yau. Do you mean ta tell me that you give a
tenth ta the Lard?"

The girl was rather surprised at my vebiemrence, but she
anuirered simrply: . I hy, y es, ma'amn. 1 arn very sarry it
is sa littie I can give, having anly my earnings. Sametimnes
1 think it wauld 1be nearer rigbt if 1, whose wbole is such a
trle, sbouid give ane- fifth. There us sa mucli necil of
'nane>', you know. It is different with rich people; ane-
tcrith of their moncy is a great deal, and so much good cari
lie accomplishel witb it.»

1 winced under Maggie's ingeniaus argurnent-such a

decided inversion of mine-but mli; sweet child, ail uncan-
sciaus af my thaugis, irent on ta tell me of the good
matran at the Homne, wha bail tauglit lier, as a little chuild,
that she bail a Father in H-eaveýn ready> ta be mare ta ber
than the father andimother she bad l bt. IlShc told me,"
said Maggie, Ilthat whem jesus left the eartb, after His
resurrection, He put the raissionar>' mark lie had been
dolig for tbrec years-arid for that matter, ail lis life, tbe
mnatrari maid-in aur hards ta do for Hirn; and He said
plaimly that everyouie of us wha lave Him shall show it by
what mc do of the mark He loveil. if we cannot preacli or
teacli, or give up ail aur tinte ta Htm, bere or over the seau,
we cari at least give a part af aur maie>' to Him. She likel
ta give a tenth, because that mas God's amui plan for the
people He laved; andl so must lie the division of one's
mony wicb plaes Himbest. ,I tis ail right,' the dear
matron said anc day, ' ta give a terith of our ail ; arid after

that if we spare more, we cari cal it a glft.' She gave us ail
a tithe-box, and tic ver>' first marie> 1 earned, ail t>' owri,
1 put a tenth ini it."

"So your matron thought that everyone should give a
tenth to the Lord, Magge ? "

IlNo, ma'am," was the quiet answer. IlShe did not say
we ought to; she did flot think of it in that way. But h
said that, like the other plans the good Lord lias madefo
our every-day living, it is really ail to make us good and
happy. We are so glad when once we begin to give in
that way, and the nine-tenths which we keep are blessed of
Him %vith the one He accepts; so it is lifted above ben
ordinary money, and does us far more good."

My mind was busy with these sweet words long afte
Maggie left me, and the question came, Il If she can give
out of her pitiful poverty, what is my excuse ?" Yes, I saw
clearly now. I bad been all in the wrong, and a stumliling-
block to nîy husband. So, in the evening, as we sat cosily
by the fire again, both happy in my returning strength, 1
said to Dennis, IlI have learned a tesson which makes nay
illness a blessing, dear. Shahl I tell you of it?" And then
1 told him of Maggie's miriistering to my soul as well as to
my body, and showed him a little box on which was written
Iltithes." Dennis did not speak at first, but a glad look
shone in bis eyes, and lie clasped my hand very tenderly.

"The Lord's hand is in this, Clara," he said at last. IlWe
will pledge a tithe of aIl God ever gives us aver this lîttie
box, wan't we? "

It would be a half-truth to say we neyer miss tliat nioney.
It bas brought us a blessing. Though we are not ricli, and
prabably neyer will be, we are content, which is far better,
and need to fret about matters no more. IlOh, Dennis,> 1
said the other day, Iliow well worth heeding that sugges-.
tion of yours lias proved 1Il

6"6Little Drops of Water."

IN Philadeiphia alone eight million pennies are dropped
in the slot machines in one year-$8oooo in onec dty.

The amount expended in tliis way in the whale country
must amount to several million dollars, for wliicl the rcturn
is a mass of chocolate and gum drops, and somne other
trifles. This fact Îs suggestive of one method of doing
good. Besides the munificent gifts of millionaires and the.
smaller Contributions of people in ordinary circumstances,
there are vast treasures in the pennies of the chidren
which can be saved from useless and hurtful luxuries, and
sent out ta do good. When every mani, woman, and child
in the Churcli learns to do somnething, the poor will lie
provided for, churches wîll be built wherever needed, the
ignorant wiil lie instructed, and the darkest Corner of the.
earth will glow witb the light of the Gospel.

Tryig lus Appetite.
AYOUNG man carelessly formed the habit of takingAa glass of liquor every morning before breakfast,

An aider friend advised bim to quit before the habit sliould
grow too strong.

11O, there's no danger; it's a mnere notion, 1 cari quit
any time," replied tlie drinker.

",Suppose you try t<>marrow morflifg," suggested the
friend.

IIVery woeil; ta please yau l'Il do so, but I amsure you
there's no cause for aiarm.'

A week later the young mani met bis friend again.
"Yau are not loaking well," observed the latter. "Have
oubeen iii ? 1

IHardi>'» replied the ather one. IlBut 1 arn trying to
escape a dreailful danger, and 1 fear that 1 shail be, before
I shah bhave conquereil. My eyes were opened ta an
imminent peril wben 1 gave you that promise a week ago.
1 tbank you for your timely suggestion."

"How did it affect yauil" inquired the friend.
"The first trial utterly deprived me of appetite for food.

1 could eat no breakfast, and was nervous and trembling
ail day. I was alarmeil wlien 1 realizeil how~ insidious>'
the babit bail fasteneil on nie, and resolved ta turn square
about andl neyer tonch another drop. The squaring off
lias pulleil me dovri severely, but 1 arn gaining, and [ mean
ta kep the upper baril after this. Strong drink will never
catch me ini his net agairi."
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